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THE TWi® BULERS OF
PONNIVALA LIE DEAD
AFTER A GREAT BATTLE.
THEIR SISTER READS THE
SIGNS THEY LEFT AND
KNOWING THEY HAVE
GIVEN UP THEIR LIVES,
SHE BURNS THE PALACE-
SHE THEN SETS OFF ON A
TO FIND HER BROTHERS
BODIES. WHEN SHE
DOES, SHE REVIVES THEM
BRIEFLY Faama LAsT
CONVERSATION -
MEMORIAL PAVILIONS ARE




An Epoch Ends

SAD DAY! ALL THE
SPELIAL SIGNS MY
BROTHERS LEFT ARE
TELLING ME THIS!
THE JASMINE FLOWER HAS
WILTED! THE MANGO HAS
GONE ROTTEN! THE
COCONUT HAS SPLIT
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OH MAIDS, A
GREAT BRIGHTNESS
HAS JUST BEEN
SNUFFED oUT!

"“I'-"\\‘-.“IIIM iﬁl‘llllﬂ"r MY LORDS, MY
Jﬂlm‘mU AN apoTHERS HAVE 'DIED WITH
HONOR IN THE VIRAMALAI
MOUNTAINS !

ST L]
—

HMHEM a%%%ﬁﬁﬂl

THE SIEGNS SAY THAT %
THEY ARE NOW WORSHIPPING AT
THE FEET OF LORD SHIVA!

LET US && QUICKLY
AND FETCH MY SISTERS-

WITH RIGHTS IN THIS
MATTER.-
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TANEAL AND HER TWo MAIDS ABBIVE AT THE
PALACE WHERE HER BROTHERS' WIVES LIVE.

OH LEVELY SISTERS-IN-
Law! ©OH WIVES OF MY
BROTHERS! ¢cOME To YOUR
PALACE DOOR AND MEET

ME!

3 e aﬁﬁmﬁ?

MM, =

I BRING YOU
IMPORTANT NEWS! 4
TERRIBLE THING HAS

HAPPENED!

: OH LADY! You
HAVE NEVER BEEN T&

BROTHERS HAVE
DIED, AFTER HUNTING A
BOAR IN THE
MOUNTAINS!

OUE LONELY HOME

: COME AWAY FECM THE
WINDOW, SISTER! SHE MUST BE
LYING! OUR HUSBANDS ARE
PROBABLY ALIVE AND WELL.- THEY

PALACE JAIL!

THIS IS No
TIME FOR JOKING! MY
BREOTHERS LIE DEAD IN THE
VIRAMALAI FOREST! WE MUST &0

/ ., PERFORM THEIR FUNERAL.
WILL KILL US IF WE LEAVE THIS A4

EBITES!
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WHY CALL ©ON US, \
LADY? YOUR BROTHERS
GAVE US NOTHING!

WHEN THEY MAEEIED

US,; THEY USED HAND
EXTENSIONS MADE OF
SILVER.

THEY FEARED FOR THEIR
HONOCR, SO THEY WOULD NOT EVEN
TEOUCH US WITH THEIR SMALLEST
FINGER! WE GARLANDED THEM, BUT HAVE
RECEIVED NO PLEASURES! THEY HAVE
NEVER ONCE COME TO OUR
PALACE!

WE LIVE LOCKED IN THIS
TERRIBLE JAIL, FORCED TO
SPIN ENDLESS HANKS OF
COTTON THREAD!
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WE EREFUSE T&
CONDUCT THE TEADITICNAL
FUMEEAL EITES FOE OUE
HUSBANDS!

THEY NEVER DID
ANYTHING FOR US!

OH SISTEERS-IN-LAW,
PLEASE RECONSIDER! IN MY
DEREAM, I SAW YOUR WEDDING

JEWELS FALL FEROM YOUR

NOSES AND CHESTS!

WE WILL NOT :
BECONSIDER! NO OTHER

WOMEN HAVE BEEN FORCED
T& SUFFEE AS MUCH AS WE




The Legend of Ponnivala

THE THREE WOMEN BRETURN TO THE
PALACE. ONCE THERE, TANGAL
INSTRUCTS HER SERVANTS TO EMPTY
THE PALACE OF ALL ITS VALUABLES.

*_ Lii.iw:""?ﬂfﬁ:s

OH PALACE GUARDS! OH 40
MAIDS! EACH OF YOU GET A BASKET Y|
AND TAKE WHATEVER WEALTH You
LIKE FROM THIS PLACE! -
BAID THE GROUNDS! TAKE
HOME ANYTHING YOUR HEART MIGHT
FANCY!

Y2

&

A

IR ANRARR Y

THE SERVANTS RUICKLY STEIP THE FALACE
OF ITS VALUABLES, AS BEST THEY CAN-

: -.. ;@_’ﬁ'-- '-?-’iﬂf:\-' -;-_-Q_«-.- .’T@:-“" b
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NEXT TANGAL PRAYS TO LORD VISHNU. [

S

: *"""f ﬁ’h
F; F & \'.t‘ E_
N 8
4 OH LORD OF @i
BN .o\cerucam! v

L
| sEND ME YOUR GREAT ’.g.,
FIRE BALL! "

TANGAL THEOWS THE FIRE BALL ONTEO HER FALACE HOME. IT aUlckLy
GLOES UP IN FLAMES AND BUENS TL THE GEOUND, LEAVING ONLY ASHES.
THE HEAVENS THEN OFPEN, AND BAIN FALLS, DOUSING THE FIEE WELL.-
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THEN TANGAL GOES TO THE PALACE OF HER e
SISTERS—IN-LAW. AZAIN SHE PRAYS TO LORD VISHNU
AND BECEIVES A SECOND FIRE BALL FROM HIM.

SHE TOSSES THE FLAME ON
THE PALACE BOOF, WITH THE
TWE WOMEN STILL INSIDE!

EAIN FALLS AZAIN, PUTTING OUT THE 55(2&@ FIEE -

““—‘..-——‘"_-_ “

..p.‘_
— .
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TANGAL CARRIES HER IN-LAWS' BONES TO THE RIVER. SHE RELEASES
THE REMAINS IN THE WATER (A COMMON RITE FOLLOWING CREMATION),
AND LETS THE FPOT FLLAT AwAY. THEN SHE WASHES HER HAlk.

2

NEXT, TANGAL SCOOPS UP A HANDFUL OF SAND.

] —

OH VISHNU!
LET ME SEE THIS
SAND TURNED INTO
COOKED RICE!

SHE TOSSES THE RICE TO THE CROWS. WITH THIS TANGAL COMPLETES |
THE RERQUIRED FUNERAL RITES FOR HER SISTERS-IN-LAW.

CH
crROWS!
ENJOY YOURE

n_FEAST!

NoOW TANGAL LEAVES FOE THE VIEAMALAI HILLS.
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TANGAL NOW BEGINS THE SEARCH FOR HER BELOVED
BROTHERS. SOON SHE IS DEEP IN THE WOODS.-
J e

b'e TaT
) {1 o |j.- ;

le '
o<

-
- -

BEFOEE LONG THE POOE, TENDER &IEL IS LOST. HER
HAIR IS IN TANGLES, AND HER SARI IS RIFFED.!

Jdy 3 |

'I'|I

. 2
; h"££iﬁ

Ear

SHE DOES NOT KNOW WHERE To &2, BUT SHE
KNOWS SHE MUST FIND HER BEOTHERS!
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TANGAL COMES ACEDSS A BOCK WITH A SMALL DEFEESSION IN IT. SHE
FRAYS T2 LOED VISHNU, AND THE DEFPEESSION FILLS WITH WATEE-

Ii
X

b

©H L-QED
VISHNU!
PLEASE &IVE ME
WATERE T& QUENCH
MY THIRST!

DO NOT BE
AFRAID, LOVELY LADY!
THE &IFT THE &68DS GAVE
YOUR MOTHER CAUSED MY
OWN MOTHER T@ &IVE
BIETH ALSE

LIKE You, | WAS
BOEN FEOM THAT &IFT
AND S2 IT IS MY DUTY TS
HELP You!

ALL THE CREATURES OF
PONNIVALA WANT YouU TO FIND YOUR
BROTHERS!




TOGETHER, TANGAL AND
THE COBEA MAKE THEIR
WAY ACBOSS THE
MOUNTAINS. THE cOBEA

The Legend of Ponnivala

USES ITS LARGE HOOD TO |

PEOTECT PONNIVALA'S
PEINCESS FEOM THE BAIN
AND SUN.-

AFTEE MANY, MANY
HOURS OF WALKING,
TANGAL 1S EXHAUSTED.
SHE WEEPS, FEELING
DISTRAUGHT. FINALLY
THEY EEACH THE PLACE
WHEEE A SUN MAIDEN
NAMED ARLKKAND! IS
DOING PENANCE!
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VISHNU WATCHES THE SITUATION FEOM HIS
COBRA COUCH- HE SEES AN OFPPORTUNITY TS
HELP TAWL, SO HE QUICKLY FLIES Tﬁ EARTH.-

OH
ARUKKANDI! LEAVE
YOUR PLACE OF
PENANCE FOR AN

LET TANGAL
CLIMB THE PILLAE IN
YOUR PLACE! SHE MEEDS
T CBTAIN A BOON
FROM SHIVA!

THEN PRAY T
LORD SHIVA!

GREETINGS,
BROTHER-IN-LAW !

WHY HAVE YOU COME ! e 4 8
TO ME?

THE SISTEE OF
THOSE TWE FARMER-KINGS
IS SEARCHING FOE THEIE
BODIES-

SHE NEEDS T& SPEAK TS THEM ONCE
MOEE, ABOUT FAMILY MATTERS- PLEASE
ALLOW THEIE SPIEITS TO RETUEN T£ THEM
BRIEFLY!

15
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SHIVA AGREES, SO LORD VISHNU DESCENDS ONCE
MORE AND GIVES TANGAL THE GREAT NEWS -
TH 2N oo g =
A i S on LADY TANGAL!

- ' THE GREAT LORD WIiLL
GRANT YOUR WISH!

¥ THINK OF SHIVA AND ASK n
FOR HIS GOLDEN WAND! YoUu

wiLL NEED IT TO REVIVE
YOUR BROTHERS!

TANGAL THOUGHT OF SHIVA. INSTANTLY, A 6OLDEN WAND
MATERIALIZED IN HER HAND.! TANGAL THEN CLIMBS DOWN THE
PILLAE To SPEAK TE THE SUN MAIDEN, AND ASK FOE HEE HELFP.-

OH BEAUTIFUL
ARUKKANTI! I NEED RITUAL
SUPPLIES FROM You!l

I OH LADY, You

WILL HAVE TO &0 TO
VIRAFPPUR AND GET A SET OF
SEVEN TIERED VESSELS
FIRST!

IZ?JE_:

le
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TANGAL SETS OFF IMMEDIATELY, AND
IT ISN'T LONG BEFORE SHE REACHES
THE HOME ©F A POTTER IN VIRAPPUR.

OH POTTER!
FLEASE, T NEED
YOUR HELP!

CAN
YoU PLEASE
&IVE ME SEVEN
TIERED POTS?

T& PAY FOE THIS-

5 &

WOoRK HAED TO MAKE

THESE POTS!

NEOTHING IN

BUT SIE, T HAVE

, o NO MONEY! PLEASE,
" TAKE PITY ON A POOR
A\ DESTITUTE WOMAN!
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TANGAL &GOES STRAIGHT TO THE LOCAL 'T‘_ﬁ#
TEMPLE AND PRAYS TO LORD VISHNU.  [&55

OH GREAT ONE!

YOU MUST CREATE ENOUGH
RAIN TO DESTROY ALL THE
VIRAPPUR POTTER'S FINE

P Ui V= woRK!
= ~._J |':__JIK ILIF &W I"“. "
\ A

N, T
N =

e %
il A :
THE GOLDEN WAND IN TANGAL'S HAND SENDS THREE RINGS INTO
THE AlR. WHEN THEY STRIKE A CLOUD, RAIN BEGINS TO FALL.

THIS MUST BE A
CURSE FROM THAT LADY
WHO JUST VISITED ME! T MUST
8\ FIND HER AND BEG HER
FORGIVENESS!

FLEASE, OH

LADY, FORGIVE

oKl | wiLL SEE
WHAT T CAN
Do.

IF YoU MAKE THIS RAIN
STOFP AND PUT MY POTTERY BACK
T& THE WAY IT WAS, THEN I WILL
N &IVE YOU A SET OF POTS!
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THE EAIN STOFPS AND ALL THE POTTER'S WOEK EETUENS T2
NORMAL . IN THANKS, HE &IVES SEVEN TIEEED POTS T& TANGAL.

SEVEN TIERED
VESSELS!

LADY! LET ME
FIL.L. THEM WITH
THE EITUAL
SUPPLIES T
PEOMISED
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ARUKKANT! THEN BE&INS TO FILL THE VESSELS WITH BITUAL SUPPLIES..--

.Z'_.l‘ =

THANK You,
OH ARUKKANTI!
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AFTER HER WORK IS FINISHED, ARUKKANTI CALLS FOR HER c2LDEN BIED.

OH LOVELY
ONE! TAKE THIS WOMAN TO THE
PLACE WHERE HER BROTHERS
SPEARED KOMBAN!

BEAUTIFUL BIRD WILL
A TAKE YOU SAFELY TO YOUR

BROTHERS! &OOD
Luck!

-
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THEY FLY OVER TREES- AND MOUNTAINS! THEY ARE ALMOST THERE Now/!
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FINALLY, THE BIERD ALIGHTS IN A CLEARING- IT SETS
TANGAL DOWN IN THE PLACE WHERE THE SACEIFICIAL BLAR
MEAT HAS BEEN SEPARATED INTL SEVEN PORTIONS.-

CH
GEEAT LADY,
HEEE |5 WHEEE
KOMPAN, THE HUGE
BOAE, WAS
KILLED!

THEEE IS YOUR

DOG PONNACHI! TALK TO

HEE — SHE KNOWS WHEEE

YOUR BROTHERS' BODIES
LIE- 3

T WiLL LEAVE YoU B |

NOW, S& THAT T MAY [ e
RETURN TO MY MISTRESS Ml 1ue coLDEN BIRD FLIES

ARUKKANTI! E BACK T2 THE SUN MAIDEN ...
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--- AND TANGAL HAS WORDS WITH PONNACHL | /01 ape THE ONE

EBESPONSIBLE FOR
THEIR DEATHS!

PONNALHI,
WHERE ARE MY
BROTHERS? i OH PRINCESS,

= L WHAT WAS I TO

YOUR
BROTHERS LEFT
ME T& GUAED THIS
MEAT.

SOMEONE MIGHT
COME AND EAT IT!
HOwW CAN I LEAVE?

-
v VA "
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OK, PONNACHI,
NOwW LEAD ME TO
WHERE THGS;E BODIES
LIE!

e

PONNACH! LEADS TANGAL FUBTHER ALONG |
THE BIVEE AND THEN UP ITS LEFT BANK. |
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WHEN THEY BEACH A BOCKY HILLOCK, THEY FIND THE BODIES HAHET\TEY,
OF THE TWO KINGS, AND OF THEIR LOYAL ASSISTANT. LR

-

Vg

7

= )
B,
—_—
i

OH, KIND
BEOTHER
PONNAR!

OH SHANKAR!
OH, MY BRAVE
HERO!

BROTHERS, I
MISS YOU TERRIBLY! T
HAVE COME WITH A BOON
FROM SHIVA, TO AWAKEN
YOU BOTH!

-
}
=8

'.;'-' .“J“#
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TANGAL PERFORMS A SPECIAL BITE TE BEING
BACK HER BROTHERS' LIVES. SHE SINGS WHILE
SPEINELING WATER ON THEM, AND ON SHAMBUESA.-

i lr
.
=9

e e
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OH LOVELY
SISTER, HOW DID
YOU FIND US?

HOW DID YOU MANAGE TO
PASS SAFELY THROUGH THIS THICK
FOREST?

I wWAS
HELPED BY THE QUEEN OF
COBRAS, AND THE SUN MAIDEN,
ARUKKANTI. HER &OLDEN BIRD FLEW
ME TO THIS SPOT, AND WITH LOED
SHIVA'S &OLDEN WAND, T WAS
ABLE TO REVIVE
you!

Now THAT I HAVE
FOUND YOU, LET US &2
HOME! WE WILL REBUILD
OUR PALACE!

WE
CANNOT BE
MASTERS OF OUR
KINGDOM AGAIN- IT IS
TIME FOR OTHERS
TO RULE!

OH TANGAL,

WHEN VISHNU REMOVED
MY PROTELTIVE THREAD, I
KNEW THE TIME HAD
MME-

I FELL ©N MY LET THE
SWORD, TAKING MY VIRAMALAI MOUNTAINS
OWN LIFE- \, SERVE AS OUR FUNERAL
i GROUND!




An Epoch Ends

TANGAL CONVINCES HEE BEOTHEERS T2 LET HER BUILD FAVILIONS FOE
THEM IN VIRAPPUR- THEN SHE SUMMONS SOME HEAVENLY ASSISTANTS- ||

LORD YEMAN ARRIVES AND TAKES THE THREE MEN'S SPIRITS
AWAY ONCE MORE. THE HEAVENLY ASSISTANTS CAERY THE [ESii=
BODIES OF THE BEOTHERES AND SHAMBUEA AwWAY 4
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- g-"-r
1, l?_{

-
e B T

THE HEROES' PROCESSION WINDS THRUGH THE
MOUNTAINS- TANGAL LEADS- THEY ARE HEADED
FOE VIRBAPPUE- FINALLY THE L&OAD IS SET DOWN-

(A 1:-‘4‘:%1 %
. -
: -
ot

s

P e
7

LORD VISHNU!
PLEASE CREATE A
BEAUTIFUL FUNERAL BIER SO
THAT MY BROTHERS CAN BE
PARADED THRUGH THE
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o e e P e T e i
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VISHNU CBREATES A BEAUTIFUL FUNERBAL PALANGRUIN FOE THE TWIN KINES,
AND THE HEAVENLY ASSISTANTS PAEBADE THEM THELUGH THE TOWN.

-' ¥
‘__-'

i u"?-m":_.u -

WHEN THE KINGS ARE EETUENED, TANGAL FEAYS ONCE MOEE. FIEST
PONNACHI AND SHAMBUGA ARE TEANSFORMED T&O FORM A STATUE-

- / ,
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THE BROTHERS' HORSES RUN DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN T& JOIN
THEIR MASTERS. THEY TOL ARE TURNED INTO STONE FIGURBES.-

A

b ~

FINALLY, IT IS THE
TWIN MONARCHS'
TURN. TANGAL
PRAYS, AND THEY
TUBN TO STATUES
AS WELL.- THEN
THE LOYAL SISTER
CONDULTS A PUJA
FOR HER
BROTHERS.

=TT &
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LORD SHIVA AND HIS WIFE PARVATI WATCH THESE EVENTS FEOM HEAVEN. |

— <2p, VO BE

/ ) (M=)
‘ - Al

-

| ——— .
—-_——— o i
i

]

-
k HMM...NOW THAT

TANGAL'S WORK IS FINISHED, IT 1S
TIME TO BRING HER BACK TO MY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS.

-

~
h

YES, LET US SEND A
PALANGKUIN FOR HER
RIGHT AwaAy!

SHIVA SENDS A FLOWERED PALANGUIN TO EARTH, AND TANGAL
CLIMBS INSIDE. THE PALANRUIN RISES STRAIGHT TO HEAVEN!

PR bt o e
ST AT Y

7

-‘:' .|l 1'.1“.1'-\1'-'-'- h‘T'

’ - h‘w
N, [T A

TANSAL EECEIVES THE BLESSINGS OF THE a2DS. THE DIVINE FAREOTS,
WHE HAD LIVED ©ON EABTH FOE A TIME, BETUEN T2 THEIR HOME IN HEAVEN.

22
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THE ERA AND REIGN OF THE
{ GEEAT FAMILY OF PONNIVALA HAS NOW

/

S Tl 1R
\ ._.I. o
v .

LET THEIR

OFFSPEING PROSPER LIKE
A FINE BANYAN TREE.

LET THEIR

FAMILIES BE WELL-

ROOTED, LIKE ARUKU 4
GRASS. s

AND...LET

LET ALL WHO HEAR THIS ALL THOSE WHO HEAR
STORY HAVE THEIR RELATIVES  THIS STORY LIVE AN
SURROUND THEM, LIKE THICK ETEENAL LIFE-

CLUMPS OF BAMBOO.




The Importance of The Legend of Ponnivala

This is an ancient epicpstemming from along tradition of lecal village storytelling
and paséed down‘as a Tively oral tradition. Its roots can be tfaced back to-medieval
times, well before the comingof the British'to India. Its €ontent was memorized
by bards who first'spent many years as apprentices: They Jearned from more
expérienced singers, eventually become leaders themselyes, ‘gaining the respect
and even adulation of whele villages 6f eager listerters.

The primnary source forthis néw -compressed retelling is a tape recording made in 1965 over 18
consecitive nights in a village where'music and song were still the primary means of after dark
entertainment: At that time, electricity was scarce in the region and there were no televisions,
comptiters, or CD players. Skilled bards provided the village entertainment, and served as the
area’s history teachers. They shaped the local understanding of the past by telling stories.

For the first time the Legend of Ponnivala is presented here as a connected chain of 26 short
episodes. These sequential tales describe the rich past of Kongunadu through a chain of events
that impact one local family. Its heroes and heroines are farmers who live in this specific cultural
and geographic region. The larger Legend covers a period of roughly six centuries of South
Indian medieval history. As a story it compresses what is known into three generations.
Basically, the life of the grandfather covers the period from 1.000 to 1.200 CE, the father’s
adventures represent the events between 1,200 CE and 1.400, while the experiences of the sons
match local events occurring between 1,400 CE and 1,600 CE. This is a story rich in cultural and
sociological detail. Several events parallel real social upheavals documented by contemporary
historical accounts.

The Legend of Ponnivala also presents a simplified template for a much larger idea - that all
life is eyclical. A basic concept that underlies folk Hinduism is that cosmic rhythms move in
great cycles. Each begins with the creation of a good age. Subsequently, various acts of human
selfishness cause deterioration. After a considerable period, such a cycle must end, often helped
by divine intervention. Via their deputies or incarnations, these deities kill all that is evil,
washing and cleansing the earth and then setting in motion a new era. Our series presents a
genuine folk model of how cosmic energies work.In a sense it tries to
de&gc the very nature of human life on earth!

-y ‘

yu For website extras such as character details and name
: and place pronunciations unique to this graphic novel
please visit the webpagr—.- below:
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