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The Enemy Confronted

VIRATANGAL AND HER
BROTHERS USED TO CARE FOR
THE FOREST SO WELL! BUT Now
THOSE AGGRESSIVE FARMERS FEOM
PONNIVAL-A HAVE SPOILED

EVERYTHING! THOSE TWO
KINGS STOLE OUR LOVELY

FEMALE PAREOT AND
KILLED MANY OF OUE BEAVE
WARRIORS! THOSE HUNTERS HAVE
N& LOVE FOR NATUEE, WILDLIFE,
£R THE FINE MOUNTAIN AlR!

ITISTME I
FULFILL MY DESTINY AND
TEACH THEOSE POMPLOUS

DESTERESY THOSE TEEACHERLUS
FARMERES ONCE AND FOR
ALL!




The Legend of Ponnivala

OH SERVANT! MY
BELOVED KOMBAN HAS NOT
TAKEN FOOD FEOM THESE
HANDS IN WEEKS!

ABCH FO e YES, MY LADY. T
S ([ wiLL ¢o AND cALL FoR

HIM.

BE SUEE T& CHECK HIS
NOERMAL SLEEFING PLACE NEAE
THE KARUKALIAMMAN TEMPLE!




The Enemy Confronted

WHEEE

— ARE YOU
KOMBAN!
WHERE ARE YOU? N | _ HIDING 7

THE SERVANT SEARCHES HIGH AND LOW, BUT CANNOT FIND KOMBAN!
HE BETUEBNS T& PRINCESS VIBATANGAL WITH THE BAD NEWS.

OH SERVANT! DID
YOU FIND HM? DID You
FIND MY DEAE, SWEET

KOMPANT

T AM SO SORRY, MY KOMBAN!

LADY! I LOOKED AND LOOKED, WHERE HAVE YoU
BUT WAS UNABLE TO FIND HIM GONET?
ANYWHERE!




The Legend of Ponnivala

VIRATANGAL REFUSES TO &IVE UP, AND
GOES IN SEARLH OF KOMBAN HERSELF!

WHAT A HUGE
BLAST OF AlR! I KNow
MY DEAR KOMBAN MUST

BE NEAR!

WE HAVE FOUND
\ you!

BUT WHY HAVE You
HIDDEN YOURSELF HERE?
WHY HAVE YOoU LEFT THE LOVELY
KARUKALIAMMAN TEMPLE ,
FOR THIS PLACE? OH PRINCESS! T AM
. NOwW SIXTEEN YEARS
oLD. T MUST MAKE MY
WAY TO PONNIVALA!

IT IS WRITTEN IN THE
BOOK OF FATE THAT T WILL
SPEAR LORDS PONNAR AND SHANKAR MY DEAR
ON MY TUSKS! I CANNOT STAY IN - KOMBAN! T am AFRAID
VIRAPPUR EVEN ONE MORE DAY! : FOR You!

PLEASE FIRST
COME TO THE
KARUKALIAMMAN TEMPLE
TO INFORM OUR GODDESS
OF YOUR PLAN!




The Enemy Confronted
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OH GREAT GODDESS!

MY FATE 1S SEALED! I MUST &0
NOW AND DESTROY PONNIVALA!
PLEASE GEANT ME YOUR
BLESSINGS-

- '.' Wi,

-aw;w
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KOMBAN ASKS FORB THE GODDESS'S BLESSING, THEN WALKS IN A
CLOCKWISE CIRCLE AROUND HEER TEMPLE, TO SHOW EESFECT -




The Legend of Ponnivala

BUT AFTER HE HAS COMPLETED HIS CcLOCKWISE CIRCLE,
KOMBAN IMMEDIATELY TUENS AND &OES THE OTHEE WAY
AROUND THE TEMPLE! THIS DIRECTION IS LIKELY TO BRING
GREAT TROLUBLE — JUST WHAT KOMPAN WANTS!

0313":’."4’&*."&#’& ”8‘&

OH GEEAT
GODDESS!
PLEASE GEANT ME

DESTRUCTIVE IF THIS IS YOUR FATE

KOMPAN, THEN &2 WITH
MY BLESSINGS!

BUT KOMBAN, YOU MUST
VISIT YOUR MOTHERE N YOUR
wWAY! SHE wiLL BE
WORRIED!

"' = !JMW
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The Enemy Confronted

AS KOMBAN NEARS HIS MOTHER, HIS SIBLINGS BECOME EXCITED.-

o . — e\ e e
12 gl

OH FINE SON! OH
KOMBAN! WHAT AJOY IT IS TO
SEE You! WHERE ARE You

MY SWEETHEART!
PLEASE DO NOT &¢&! A CRUEL
FATE AWAITS YOU THERE! THOSE
: FARMERS WILL ;I'E‘f T& KILL
You!

I AMGOING TE
DESTROY PONNIVALA!
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LONG AGC THE MOTHER OF THOSE
TWO KINGS KICKED YOoU HARD!

YOU ASKED FOR JUSTICE, AND
LORD SHIVA GAVE YOU A BOON! HE
PROMISED T WOULD BE BORN AS YOUR SON,
AND THAT T WOULD BE STRONG ENOUGH TO

KILL THAT WHOLE FAMILY! NOW T MUST
FULFILL MY FATE! I KNOW WHY Yo

—y  MUST &0, BUT HOW CAN I
[ BEARTO '555 YOU wWALK INTS
SULH DANGER? PROMISE ME

You wWILL RETURN IN THREE

I PROMISE,
MOTHER- T WILL
RETURN!




The Enemy Confronted

KOMBAN LEAVES HIS MOTHEE, AND VIEAFPPUR, BEHIND- SOON HE AREIVES IN
PONNIVALA- THEEE HE HIDES AT THE EDGE OF THE TWO KINES' CULTIVATED
LANDS.- HE CHOOSES A FOREST THICKET AND AWAITS DARKNESS.-

; - '-1-' - i

I WILL REST HEEE UNTIL.
NIGHTFALL.! THEN I WILL BE&IN
MY DESTRUCTION!

AH, IT IS
FULLY DARK Now !
THE TIME T& ACT HAS

COME!

FOMNNIVALA
FARMERS! YOoUR
FPEACEFUL DAYS ARE AT
AN END! SOON You wiLL
FEEL MY WEATH AND
KNOW MY GEEAT
POWER!




The Legend of Ponnivala

KOMBAN MAKES HIS WAY INTO THE PADDY FIELD, TRAMPLING AND TEAEING
UP THE DELICATE, TENDEE SHOOTS OF THE NEW BICE PLANTS THEERE!

ONCE THE FADDY FIELDS AEE DESTEOYED, KOMBAN EUINS
THE SLUICE &ATE AND WATCHES AS WATEE FEOM THE
PONNIVALA IEEIGATION TANK FLOODS THE AEEA.-




The Enemy Confronted
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AT DAYBEEAK THE NEXT DAY A GAEDENEE AWAKES T& THE cEoOW
OF A BOOSTEE. HE MAKES HIS WAY TO THE FADDY FIELD. ..

OH MY

GOODNESS! THIS MUST BE A
BAD DREAM! MAYBE | AM
P ILL! I SHALL TAKE THE DAY
: OFF, AND WORK.
TOMORROW !




The Legend of Ponnivala

EVENING COMES ASAIN, AND ONCE MOEE, KOMBAN
BEINGS DESTRUETION UFPON PONNIVALAL

%&Q
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B Wl e |

THIS TIME, KOMBAN TEARS UP PONNIVALA'S FINE SUSARCANE-
WHEN HE HAS FINISHED, HE FLOODS THIS SECOND HUGE FIELD IN
THE SAME MANCR AS HE DID THE PADDY LANDS THE NIGHT BEFORE!




The Enemy Confronted

AT DAWN THE NEXT MOENING, THE GAEDENEE MAKES HIS WAY TEO THE
SUSAECANE FIELD. WHAT HE SEES THERE BEINGS TEAES T2 HIS EYES.

OH! WHAT

BESTRACT LA T WAS HOPING THAT
OH MY WHAT T SAW YESTERDAY WAS
: A DREAM! NOW T MUST 60O
AND TELL THE KINGS THE
AWFUL NEWS!

OH MANI WHAT IS '
WRONEG? WHY HAVE YOU CALLED

LORDS! THE
FINE LANDS OF
PONNIVALA HAVE BEEN
DEVASTATED!

vh

SOMEONE HAS
TRAMPLED THE RICE
PADDIES AND THE
SUGARCANE!

WA,

&
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o
-
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OH MY! THE SKY ITSELF
HAS FALLEN AND LIES

STRETCHED ACEROSS OUR EUINED

WHAT ANIMAL
LOULD POSSIBLY HAVE
BEOUSHT SUCH CHALS T&
OUR LANDSY




The Legend of Ponnivala

NIGHTTIME FALLS FOE THE THIED TIME, AND KOMBAN SETS TO WOEK
AGAIN. THIS TIME, HE TARGETS THE KINGS' LOVELY FLOWER GARDEN!

THIS GATE IS N&
BARRIER FOR ME! LET'S SEE
HoOW MUCH DAMASE T CAN D& IN
THE KINGS' PRIVATE FLOWER

.

IN NO TIME AT ALL, THE FINE GARDEN IS COMPLETELY DESTROYED!

b 2T 125 RN N T




The Enemy Confronted

NOW IT IS TIME FOR
THOSE VILLAINOUS FARMERS
TO DISCOVER WHO HAS CAUSED
ALL THIS DESTRUCTION! T
SHALL BEST RIGHT HERE .--
AND WAIT!

KOMBAN SLIPS HAFPPILY INTO SLEEP. THE SUN RISES, AND IN
THE NEARBY VILLAGE, A PERIEST SETS OFF TO GATHER FLOWERS
FOR AN OFFEEING TO THE FAMILY GOPDESS, CELATTA-
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WHAT HAS
HAPPENED

AT LEAST THERE IS
ONE LOVELY BLOOM
LEFT---

AH! THIS
BLACK ROCK WILL MAKE A
PERFELT STEPPING
STONE!

WHAT HAS
CAUSED THIS
TERRIBLE

OH! THAT
TICKLES! WHO
HAS CRAWLED UP
ON MY BACK?




The Enemy Confronted

HEY! WAS IT YOU WHO
DESTROYED THE PADDY
FIELD AND LOVELY GARDEN
BELONGING TO OUR
PONNIVALA KINGS?

FEOM THERE! I WON'T
TALK T YOU UNTIL YOUR
FEET ARE &N THE

YOoU Bl&
Ple! I wiLlL NOoT
CLIMB DOWN! Do

WHATEVER YoU LIKE! You
CAN'T GET ME WAy UP
HERE!

OH NO? WELL
THEN, WATCH THIS! 4
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WHAT WAS IT You
SAID ABOUT ME JUST A
MOMENT AGO7

OH MY, YOU ARE KING
KOMBAN! PLEASE FORGIVE

ME! I DIDN'T RECOGNIZE
' You!

I DID NOT ASK YOU T
CLIMe DOWN BECAUSE T
WANTED T& KILL You! I NEED
YOU T BE MY MESSENGER! TURN
ABCUND AND T WILL WEITE A
MESSAGE ON YOUE BACK FOR
YOU TE TAKE TE YOUR TwWE
KINGS-




The Enemy Confronted

WHAT IS THE
MATTER? WHY IS
YOUR BODY ALL
COVERED IN MUD?

MAID!
QUICK! FETCH
OUR TWo

LORDS!

OH LORDS! A
Y GREAT DESTRULTION HAS
COME TO OUR LAND!
FORGIVE ME! T HAVE A
MESSAGE!

"HEY FARMERS! IT WAS I WHO DESTROYED YOUR FLOWER GARDEN
TEDAY. I AM NOW EESTING IN THE VIEAMALAI MOUNTAINS- WITHIN
THREE DAYS YOoU MUST COME AND CHALLENGE ME. IF YOUDON'T T
WILL USE MY TUSKS TE SPEAE YoU BOTH. I WILL ALSE KIDNAFP YOoUE
LOVELY SISTER. THIS IS MY SHJ::?EJ;J VoW . SINCEEELY,; KING
KOMBAN-

2l
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ARRRGH!

OH YOUNGER *‘
BROTHER! THERE IS N©

BREASOM TO RISK 2UR LIVES ON
ACCOUNT OF THIS CRAZY

©H ELDEE
BROTHERS! DO NOT BE
ANGEY WITH ME FOR WHAT T

T HAVE
SOME DOUBTS
ABOUT YOU
CHALLENGING KING
\ KOMBAN! T THINK WE Jff

N\ NEED TO PERFORM

vy

=7 WE WILL BATHE,
{ AND THEN &0 TO THE
GANESH TEMPLE. THERE,
L\ T WILL LAY OUT A WHITE
. . E.L-OTH- ’

»,/ﬁ\i‘

NEXT | WILL
THEOW A HANDFUL OF
MUSTARD SEEDS AND
PEP‘PEECQENS INTO THE

————

il AND KILL KOMBAN
\ RBIGHT AwAY!

PLEASE
BROTHERS!
I WANT TO WITNESS
YOUR SWORD
SKiLLS!

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO CUT
EVERY SEED INTO THREE PIECES,
THEN YOU WILL RETURN SAFELY
FROM THIS JOURNEY!




REMEMBER! YOoU
MUST SLICE EVERY
SEED!

A
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Ryt
/-n."' :

*u-
W
AXY

‘i

‘ I'jl

“;Hm

K

W
[

7 'ﬂ

The Enemy Confronted

THE THEEE SIBLINGS MAKE THEIR WAY T2 THE
GANESH TEMPLE- ONCE THEEE, TANGAL LAYS
OUT A WHITE CLOTH, AND FPOSITIONS HEE
BEOTHEES ON EITHER SIDE OF HEE- THEN SHE
TOSSES THE SEEDS HIGH INTO THE AlR-

"'"*“,*“'l‘"""‘
H“ (00 D000 RO

Y

ORRERKNXA “l. & ‘*“H"
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ALRIGHT
BROTHERS! THE
SEEDS HAVE BEEN

".'

-7
tﬂt JF\
‘ RN un‘*

‘ﬂt

KGO "*

PﬂNMﬂE AND SHANKAR THM THEIR WEAPONS HIGH INT. :.1? THE
AlB- VISHNU HELPS To ENSURE THAT THEIE AIM IS TRUE- THE
SWOEDS CcUT EFFOETLESSLY THROUGH THE SEEDS-
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& BUT WHEN THE SEEDS FALL BACK
DOWN ON THE SHEET, TANGAL
-

NOTICES SOMETHING VERY UPSETTING!

& @
®

o

p
O 4
=

OH MY! I SEE ONE
UNSPLIT MUSTAED SEED, AND £NE
UNSPLIT PEPPERCORN!

I KNOW WHAT ®
THIS MEANS, BUT I
CANNOT TELL MY

: AN/ Y‘Y‘Td

BROTHERS! ‘ }0
A

s HW" ‘t"_

e Tiome

BEFORE THE BATTLE EVEN
BEG&INS!

AN '_' OO
B &<
OH SWEET

THEEE 15 TROUBLE
AHEAD !

TANGAL KNOWS THAT THIS IS A
VEERY BAD OMEN. BUT SHE
CANNOT TELL HER BEOTHEES.

| VISHNU ALSO CAN SEE THAT
*1 ‘ THEY HAVE FAILED.
KAAR) #

”‘u .....

WAS MY TEST! YOU CAN
EETUERN TO THF- PALACE

24



The Enemy Confronted

AS SOON AS HE BETUENS T& THE PALACE,
SHANKAE CALLS FOR HIS ASSISTANT SHAMBUGA-

OH SHAMBUGA! OUR
GREEAT WAE DEUM LIES AT THE
BOTTEOM OF THE VELLAN
IERIGATICN TANK-

WE MUST EAISE MAID! BRING THE
IT UP WITH A HUGE MATERIALS WE NEED

PUWAl A _ FOR A DRUM

i
THE MAID ARRIVES WITH THE PUJA CEREMONY:
SUPPLIES, AND GIVES THEM TO SHAMBUGA.

j~ 2l T A | M| aTaval ~ma =) |

SHAMBUGA SETS OFF FOR HIS OWN HOME TO ASK
HIS MOTHER'S HELP WITH THE PREPARATICNS.

25



The Legend of Ponnivala

LIRS, SHAMBUSGA AEEIVES HOME AND EXPLAINS WHAT HE HAS B
(77 l‘ BEEN ASKED TO DO. HIS MOTHER AGREEES TO ASSIST HIM-
K77

- ai® MOTHER! T
NEED YOUR HELP! A\i

T HAVE BEEN ASKED @
S TO PERFORM A LARGE PUJA Bk
M 50 THAT wE caN succEED IN B
\  PRAISING THE PONNVALA 4
WAR DRUM.

THAT'S A Bl&
JOB! HOW CAN T

CRUSH TwWo

MEASURES OF RICE
FOR ME T& USE. MAKE
THE &RAINS INTO FINE

FLoUR!




The Enemy Confronted

SHAMBUGA'S MOTHEE BE&INS
THIS WORK. SHE GEINDS THE |
EICE INTEC A FINE POWDEE- -

——
——

i-..._______--
| —— —,
& _?)% oK! NOow
T wiLL
— L DO MY WoRk! You

CAN &© AND PREPARE
THE RICE FLOUR
LAMPS T WiLL
NEED!

K.+ 0 W

.'-J.___'._ p—r

SHAMBUGA'S MOTHER GOES TO PREPARE THE LAMPS, WHILE SHAMBUGA
GATHERS TOGETHER THE ANIMALS THAT WILL BE OFFEEED UP.

27



The Legend of Ponnivala

SHAMBUGA GOES TO ASK THE VILLAGEES TO DONATE THE
ANIMALS HE NEEDS. FIEST TWO GOATS, THEN TWE COWS.- --

- e
E Snace T2 94
— - ’ .'E.-F : . oy 0 le il

i ne
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ONE PERSON GIVES TWE CHICKENS, ANCTHER
A BUFFALL CALF, AND A THIRD, TWZ Pl&S.

NEXT SHAMBUEA PRAYS T2 VISHNU, ASKING HIM TO CONVERT
THE ANIMAL S INTO CHOPPED MEAT. VISHNU SENDS DOWN A
BEAM OF LIGHT, AND THE REQUEST IS GRANTED-




The Enemy Confronted

SHAMBUGA AND HIS MOTHERE PEEFARE THE PUJA AT THE
EDGE OF THE VELLAN IRRIGATION TANK. FIRST HIS MOTHER
LIGHTS THE RICE FLOUR LAMPS, THEN SHE STEFS BACK S0

THAT SHAMBUGA CAN CONDUCT THE CEREMONY.-

DEMONS OF THE
UNDERWORLD. ..

SHAMBUGA CALLS UPON THE
DEMONS THAT SUEBOUND THE DBUM-
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Movo /
i N 8

/ [
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EALH OF You
TAKE ONE SERVING OF
OUR OFFERINGS AND &0

STAY THERE AND
DON'T BOTHER US AS WE

|SE THE GREAT WAR DRUM
) EEFSEM $E|5 DE,E,;E? . THE DEMONS OBEY, EETUENING TO

IRRIGATION TANK.! THEIR HOMES PACIFIED BY THE FOOD.-




The Enemy Confronted

SHAMBUEA THEN STEIKES THE &SEOUND WITH HIS SBEAT SPEAE-
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SHAMBUAA CLEANS THE DEUM, THEN
STEETCHES A NEW SKIN OVEE ITS EIM-

T

o
)
)

)




The Enemy Confronted

THE WHOLE WEORLD SHAKES AS SHAMBUGA BEATS THE
HUGE DRUM! EVEN THE GODS LOOK DOWN AT THE
SOUND- ANIMALS AND BIRDS FLEE IN FRIGHT!




The Legend of Ponnivala

OH MyLl 1S
THAT £oUR PONNIVALA
WAR DERUM THAT I

EVEEYONE IN THE PONNIVALA PALACE IS ALABMED- TANSAL,
MOST OF ALL, IS AFFECTED BY THE TEEEIFYING SOUND-

THESE
DEUMBEATS SIGNIFY THE
START OF A GREAT BATTLE!
ONE FECM WHICH T ENOW MY
BECTHEES WILL NOT
RETURN! ©H my! wHAT
o MORE CAN I DO7

-------

THE POWERS £F FATE ARE
NEW AT WORK, DRAWING THE
TWIN KINES OF PONNIVALA
INTES A BATTLE THAT THEIE
YOUNGEE SISTER KNOWS WILL
BE THEIE LAST- THE GEEAT
BOAR, KING KOMBAN, AWAITS
THEIR CHALLENSE.- WILL THAT
HUSE BEAST HAVE ALLIEST
AND WILL THE TWZ BEAVE
BROTHERS' LAST DAYS OF
ADVENTURE BEING THEM
HONORT WIiLL THE FAMILY
FIND GLORY IN THEIR DEATHS 7
AND WHAT WLt HAPPEN T&O
THE SWEET, CHASTE TANGAL
WHEN HER TWE FINE SIBLINGS
ARE NO MORE 7

24



The Importance of The Legend of Ponnivala

This is an ancient epicpstemming from along tradition of lecal village storytelling
and paséed down‘as a Tively oral tradition. Its roots can be tfaced back to-medieval
times, well before the comingof the British'to India. Its €ontent was memorized
by bards who first'spent many years as apprentices: They Jearned from more
expérienced singers, eventually become leaders themselyes, ‘gaining the respect
and even adulation of whele villages 6f eager listerters.

The primnary source forthis néw -compressed retelling is a tape recording made in 1965 over 18
consecitive nights in a village where'music and song were still the primary means of after dark
entertainment: At that time, electricity was scarce in the region and there were no televisions,
comptiters, or CD players. Skilled bards provided the village entertainment, and served as the
area’s history teachers. They shaped the local understanding of the past by telling stories.

For the first time the Legend of Ponnivala is presented here as a connected chain of 26 short
episodes. These sequential tales describe the rich past of Kongunadu through a chain of events
that impact one local family. Its heroes and heroines are farmers who live in this specific cultural
and geographic region. The larger Legend covers a period of roughly six centuries of South
Indian medieval history. As a story it compresses what is known into three generations.
Basically, the life of the grandfather covers the period from 1.000 to 1.200 CE, the father’s
adventures represent the events between 1,200 CE and 1.400, while the experiences of the sons
match local events occurring between 1,400 CE and 1,600 CE. This is a story rich in cultural and
sociological detail. Several events parallel real social upheavals documented by contemporary
historical accounts.

The Legend of Ponnivala also presents a simplified template for a much larger idea - that all
life is eyclical. A basic concept that underlies folk Hinduism is that cosmic rhythms move in
great cycles. Each begins with the creation of a good age. Subsequently, various acts of human
selfishness cause deterioration. After a considerable period, such a cycle must end, often helped
by divine intervention. Via their deputies or incarnations, these deities kill all that is evil,
washing and cleansing the earth and then setting in motion a new era. Our series presents a
genuine folk model of how cosmic energies work.In a sense it tries to
de&gc the very nature of human life on earth!

-y ‘

yu For website extras such as character details and name
: and place pronunciations unique to this graphic novel
please visit the webpagr—.- below:



1.

2. A Young Orphan 15. The Truth Unveiled
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