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The Legend of Ponnivala
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A Kidnapping Spree

©H, I FEEL
TERRIBLE!

I ASKED FOR TWO
PARROTS, WITHOUT
THINKING OF THE
CONSEQUENCES!

THE PARROTS LIVE
ON THE LAND OF 2UR
SWORN ENEMIES = THE
VETTUVAS! NOT ONLY THAT, BUT
OUR ASSISTANT SHAMBUGA
STOLE THEIR IRON TO BUILD A

NET TO CATCH THOSE

BIRDS!

\

THE VETTUVA PRINCESS LEFT THE PATH T& THE
BIRDS GUARDED WITH FIVE THOUSAND COBRAS AND
FIVE THOUSAND TIGERS! I DON'T WANT THE BIRDS
ANYMORE! BUT MY BROTHERS WILL NOT LISTEN...
OH, I FEEL TERRIBLE! I ASKED FOR TWE
PARROTS, WITHOUT THINKING OF THE
CONSEQUENCES!




The Legend of Ponnivala

FIGHTING MEN AND
LN FOLLOW BEHIND

THE BEOTHEES LEAD THE WAY ACEOSS MOUNTAIN FATHS -
THEY HEAD INTO DENSEE AND DENSEE FOEEST. THEIE
MIGHTY HOESES MAINTAIN A GALLOPING PACE — ALMOST AS
THOUGH THEY ARE HEADED ALL THE WAY TO HEAVEN!




A Kidnapping Spree

FINALLY, THEY ENTEE A DENSE THICKET. THE TEREES AND BUSHES ARE
HUGE, AND IT IS HARD T& SEE MOEE THAN A FEW FEET IN ANY DIRECTION .-

o R ot

WHAT A

F T! T
MEEEEEESEEMI;UE;:H IT'S STILL A LONG

) WAY TO VELLIYANKIRI! KEEP
s ihadac ™ WALKING, AND KEEP QUIET! I
FEEL LIKE WE'RE BEING
WATCHED. ..

BIb You
HEAR THAT?

I DIDN'T HEAR
ANYTHING - KEEP
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OH THANK You,
MY LORD! You
SAVED MY LIVE!




A Kidnapping Spree

THIS MUST BE THE

FOREST OF TIGERS OUR SISTER ) o

WARNED US ABOUT!

PERHAPS WE
SHOULD TURN
BACK...

WHY ARBE
YOU SPEAKING
LIKE THIS?

WE CAN'T RETURN
HOME WITH PRIDE IF
WE LET AFEW TIGEES
FRIGHTEN US!

..I.
-‘i,ILI

| _..-_...'I..-'_}'




The Legend of Ponnivala

LET'S TURN THESE TIGERS
INTS MANGS JUICE!

LN

THE BROTHERS' SWORDS GLINT IN THE SUN AS THEY
SWING THROUGH THE AlR. THE TIGERS ARE N& MATCH
FOR THE BROTHERS' SWIFT AND DEADLY STROKES!




A Kidnapping Spree

HEY, SHAMBUGA! DO
YoU THINK THEEE ARE
ANY TIGERS LEFT? :

NO, LORD!
EVERY TIGER IS

“f
ol

*




The Legend of Ponnivala

DID You ; ’
HEAR THAT SHAMBLUGA! WE'LL cuT
HISSING THESE SNAKES INTO A

MILLION PIECES!

&7 THIS MUST BE THE
FOREST OF THE COBRAS!
2\ EVERYONE GET READY TO




SHAMBUGA,

HAVE ANY COBRAS
ESCAPED?

LORD,

THERE ARE NO

LIVING COBRAS
LEFT!

WITH THE TIGERS AND COBRAS DEFEATED, |
THE MEN MOVE ON TO VELLIYANKIRI!  BEESE




The Legend of Ponnivala

LORDS, LOOK! DO
YOU SEE THAT BANYAN
TREE? WE HAVE REACHED
VELLIYANKIRI!

T'M STILL NOT :
SURE ABOUT THIS! WE SHAMBUGA, 1S
COULD FACE A LOT OF b citipmireseie G
TROUBLE--- WILL FIND THE
| PARROTS WE ARE
LOOKING FOR?

YES, MY LORD. _ .
T WILL TAKE OUR
VILLAGE MEN AND LEAD | aﬂgaﬁﬁaﬂbb

i tanls . QUIETLY-




A Kidnapping Spree

EVEN THOUSH THE HUNTERS TRY TO BE &QUIET, THE
PAREOTS ARE STILL ALERTED BY THEIR MOVEMENT.

ﬂﬁ@ g
SN
‘,"..-- .
' I FEAR THE

OH MY, WHAT PARROTS ARE
STE:ws-é MEN! T \7 : FRIGHTENED! THEY
DON'T LIKE THE LOOK B MIGHT FLY AWAY!

OH LOED YISHNU,
HUSBAND, PLEASE DO NOT LET

WE SHOULD THOSE PARROTS FLY
ESCAPE RIGHT AWAY!
Now !

DO NOT BE
SCARED! WE'LL FLY
TLGETHER TO

FOLLOW ME!
COME ON, COME
ON!

WE CANNOT
ESCAPE!




The Legend of Ponnivala

THE MEN CAST THEIR NET QUICKLY- THEY CAPTURE THE FEMALE
PARROT WHILE VISHNU'S CIRELE OF LIGHT HOLDS HER TRAPPED-
BUT THE MALE ESCAPES AND FLIES OFF TO VIRAPPUR.-

& --:'3"__")‘: ::..\"I _..[-.. ’ H Myl
it CANNOT MOVE AT

YES! WEWE
GOT THEM!
SHAMBUGA, GO
&ET THE NET!

LERDS, ONLY THE
FEMALE PAREOT IS IN
OUR NET-

MALE
PARROT ESCAPED! I
THINK HE WENT TO TELL
THE VETTUVAS WHAT
wWE HAVE DONE.

WE MUST
LEAVE BEFCORE
THOSE MEN COME
LOCKING FOR
us!




A Kidnapping Spree

THE MEN OF PONNIVALA EETUEBN HOME. ON THE WAY THEY STEP
TS WORSHIP AT THE cANESH TEMPLE. THEEE THEY EXPRESS
THEIR RATITUDE FOR THE SUCLESS OF THE MISSION.

OH (GANESH!
THANK YOU. SO FAR
ALL HAS GONE




The Legend of Ponnivala

THE TWo LORDS THEN &2 TO THEIR SISTEE. THEY
HAVE THE BEAUTIFUL PARROT READY FOR HER.

TE —

OUR TRIP TO
VELLIYANKIRI
WENT WELL.

Tom_T_w_T_w_w ToT_m_T_w_" & P | e

.........

WE HAVE BOTH
RETURNED

AND HEEE IS A
FEMALE PARROT FOR YOU
TO ENJOY! SHE WiLL MAKE
A LOVELY COMPANION -

TR ,..,.I?f

B e .
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A Kidnapping Spree

I HAVE TO
BE
CAREFUL!
I'D BETTER
ACT HAPPY! I
wILL TRY TO
SIN& A NICE
SONG-..

SHALL ENJOY OUR TIME W
TOGETHER! d

THE CAGED BIRD STARTS TO SING- SHE SINGS SOFTLY AND
BEAUTIFULLY- IN HER SON&S SHE DESCEIBES THE WONDEEFUL §
ADVENTURES SHE WILL HAVE WITH TANZAL--

N

|:

Ha)

17



The Legend of Ponnivala

MEANWHILE, THE MALE PAREBZT HAS MADE HIS WAY T2 VIPAFPPUR.
HE CRIES SADLY SUTSIDE A PALACE WINDOW . THE VETTWA
PEINCESS VIEATANGAL SENDS HERE MAIDS TO INVESTIGATE.- THE
MAIDS INVITE THE FAEELT IN TE TALK WITH THEIE MISTEESS-

PLEASE HELP ME! i‘.!.g;.ﬂn

MY WIFE HAS BEEN /g \\_'n....-
CAPTURED! HOW CAN T

LIVE WITHOUT HER?

jr_,“f[_ ‘

OH LOVELY PARROT, I
HEARD YOUR SAD SONG-
WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO

You?

1""\‘
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A Kidnapping Spree

OH LADY! MY WIFE HAS BEEN
CAPTURED! SHE HAS BEEN CRUELLY
TORN AWAY FROM ME BY THOSE
HORRIBLE FARMERS!

ONCE.-..WE WERE
SO HAPPY!

BUT NOwW MY WIFE HAS BEEN
IMPRISONED! OH, WHAT
SHALL T DOT
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HOW CAN
THIS BE? I POSTED FIVE
THOUSAND TIGERS AND FIVE
THOUSAND COBRAS AS

OH LADY! THOSE FARMER
KINGS AND THEIR HUSE ASSISTANT
KILLED EVERY SINGLE TIGEE AND

EVERY SINGLE SNAKE!

MY GOODNESS,
IS THAT WHAT
HAPPENEDT

MAIDS! && AND
CALL ALL ©OF MY CLAN
BROTHERS! ASK THEM TO
ASSEMELE AT £UE
KARUKALIAMMAN TEMPLE
RIGHT AwAY!




A Kidnapping Spree

THE MEN GATHEE QUICKLY AT THE TEMFLE. VIEATANGAL
EXPLAINS THE FOREST THEFT THAT JUST TOLK PLACE.

OH ELDER BROTHERS! A
TERRIBLE THING HAS
HAPPENED. DO YOU REMEMBER
WHEN TWo PARROTS FLEW DOWN
FROM THE &ODS' COUNCIL
CHAMBER AND DECIDED TO NEST
IN &UR BANYAN TREE?

YES, WE REMEMBER THE FINE
DAY WHEN TWO LOVELY PARROTS
CAME TO OUR LANDS!

I HAD FIVE THOUSAND
TIZERS AND FIVE THOUSAND
COBRAS POSTED AS GUARDS
FOR THOSE TWO LOVELY

SOMEHOW THE TWIN
FARMEER KINGS OF PONNIVALA
KILLED THEM ALL.! THEN THEY

CAPTURED THE FEMALE
PAREOT USING A HUGE
IRON NET!

Ne=




The Legend of Ponnivala

a\

I RECALL Now
THAT A FEW DAYS AGC A
WATCHMAN FEOM PONNIVALA
CAME TO BOREOW OUR
IRON---

THIS IS A
DousLE
INSULT!

BEEN TWICE
EOBBED---TWICE
DISHONORED!

AND YOU LENT IT

THEY USED OUR
STASH OF |IROMN T&
BUILD A NET THAT WoULD
TAKE BIRDS FROM OUR

LAND!

— Ty
;-'-E-"._-":"'I: A
ey .-. A A'- L n'._l - "-I
NGO P

ey |
I! | St e |
et B T

WHAT -
CLEVER FELLOWS THOSE
FARMER KINGS ARE!

ITIS TEUE
BROTHERS. I MADE
A MISTAKE.-.-.

BUT LOCK AT ALL THE
TROUBLE THOSE FARMER
KIN&S HAVE TAKEN T& PLEASE
THEIR YOUNGER SISTER! MY
THOUSAND BRAVE BEROTHERS,
WHAT WILL YoUu Do T
PLEASE ME?




A Kidnapping Spree

TIRT |

LET'S 6O TO 3
[ PONNIVALA AND KIDNAP )
THE FARMERS'
YOUNGER SISTER!

THIS WILL
TEACH THEM A
LESSON!

: WE'LL BRING
HEE HEEE,; AND MAKE
/ HEE COUE SISTER
VIRATANGAL'S
SERVANT!

THE CLANSMEN OF VIEBAPPLUE
&ATHEE THEIE SPEAES AND
THEIR COOKED BICE PACKETS.-
THEY THEN SET &OFF FOR
PONNIVALA, HOPING T&
CAPTURE TANGAL AND MAKE
HER THEIR SISTER'S SERVANT!

m

EVERYONE, &0
HOME AND &GET A
SPEAR AND A BUNDLE CF
EICE FOR THE
JOURNEY!

LET US 60 AND
CAPTURE THAT LADY
WITHOUT DELAY!




The Legend of Ponnivala

BACK IN PONNIVALA, TANGAL'S LOVELY MAID
KUPP| HAS GONE TE FETCH SOME WATEE. THE
PALACE PET, PONNACHI, IS WITH HER-

=
s

Ny~
! ] =
| THE VETTUVAS WATCH, HIDDEN IN THE BUSHES.
THEY MISTAKE KUPPI| FOR TANGAL!

HEY,
THEEE SHE
IS! THAT

BEAUTIFUL
GlEL MUST

HEY! WHO

2 b ARE YOU?
YES, THAT ) WHAT DO You
MUST BE HER! g, WANTZ

SHE EVEN HAS HEE
TINY EABRLESS DOG
WITH HER!

WHAT AEE
YOoU DOINGT

THE VETTUVAS THEEATEN T&
KiL-L KUPP! IF SHE DOES NOT
GRUIET DOWN! PONNACHI TRIES
HEE BEST To SAVE THE MAID,
BUT THE cLANSMAN JUST KICkS
THE LITTLE DOG& AWAY!




A Kidnapping Spree

THE BRAVE LITTLE PUP DOES NOT GIVE UP! SHE HASTILY BUNS
TO TELL TANGAL WHAT HAS HAPPENED- BUT TANGAL IS ALEEADY
AWAEE - SHE HAS ALEEADY HAD A DEEAM ABOUT ALL THIS-

POMNMNACHI,
WHAT'S WRONG?
WHERE IS KUPPI?

; OH MAID, T HAVE
JUST HAD A TEEEIBLE
DEEAM,; AND FONNACHI

HAS PROVEN [T

BROTHER SHANKAR EIEHT
AWAY! THE VETTUVAS HAVE
: KIDNAPPED KUPPI!

25



The Legend of Ponnivala

'''''''

DEAE SISTEE, Yeu
HAVE CALLED ME IN
SUCH A HURBEY! WHAT

e e e e et ) S

[ sOMETHING HAS

HAPPEMED T&

I CAN TELL FEROM
PONNACHI'S EYES THAT

K ‘\ IT 1S TRUE! RN
A Y.

TANGAL BEGINS TO TELL HEE BEOTHEE ABOUT HEE
DEEAM. SHE IS VEEY CONCEENED FOE HEE MAID- -

e LI

OUR MAID WENT TO THE
ERIVERBANK TO FETCH SOME WATER.-
IN MY DREAM, T SAW A BIG GROUP OF
VETTUA MEN APPEAR AND DRAG

BROTHER, YOU MUST && AND
SEE WHAT HAS BEFALLEN MY
DEAR MAID.

—_—
[IE————]
l.'rl:l_o

r'
-

SISTEE, I WILL &2
RIGHT AwAY!

2l



A Kidnapping Spree

SHAMBUGA, IT
SEEMS THOSE VETTUVA

| @| FIGHTEES HAVE KIDNAPPED
OUR LOVELY MAID KUPPI!
WHAT SHALL WE DO7

HL'\.I_‘ 4 LaEDE IF HE
's| B A TAKE THE TIME T&
BREADY YOUR HORSE, IT

MAY BE TOO LATE!
INSTEAD, SEND ME
DIRECTLY!

I WILL RESCUE
KUPPI USING MY OWN

TRICKS!
OH SHAMBUGA, T
¥ 3 KNOW HOW FAST YOU CAN
| L 2 T WILL BRING HER EBUN! T kNOW THAT vou
e BACK SAFELY! waAIT \ WILL FIND A WAY TO BEING
\ AND SEE! OUR MAID HOME!
W' - ]
=zl
MAaIb! BRING ONE
HUNDRED OUNCES OF
® | | ® HARD LIQUOR FOR
SHAMBUGA!
@ |i i :
T SHALL
RETURN WHEN MY
TASK IS DONE!

SHAMBUGA GOES IMMEDIATELY TO FETCH THE IRON BIRD NET .

27




The Legend of Ponnivala

| /7 oM, MY LoveLY
L SERVANT,

OH DEAR! MY
LOVELY KUPFI HAS
DISAPPEARED!

=
e -
= LAY

1\ WHERE IS SHE?

_ 3L 7 P R LIy =
i -

TANGAL WORRIES ABOUT HER POCOR
KIDNAPPED MAID. MEANWHILE,
SHAMBUGA SETS OFF WITH THE IRCN
8I_D NET ©ON HIS SHOULDEE

) —

h. T . . W . . -

28



A Kidnapping Spree

SHAMBUGA PICKS UP THE TRAIL OF THE
VETTWAS, AND FOLLOWS IT- WHEN HE
FINDS THESE MEN, HE DEOPS THE IEON
NET IN FEONT OF THEM. THEY AEE VEEY
SUSPICIOUS AND FEAR AN ATTACK!

LooK! THE
VILLAINOUS
ASSISTANT FROM
PONNIVALA!

BE READY FOR
AN ATTACK!

YOU STOLE OUR IRON,; AND
NOW YOU RETURN T& oUR
TERRITORY? WHERE IS YOUR

OH MEN,
WAIT! T AM NOT
HEEE T& FIGHT
you!

I &GAVE THAT IRON
T& THE FARMEES. THEY
TOLD ME IT WAS FOR
PLOW POINTS!

BUT THE
NEXT TME T

PASSED BY, T SAW

THEY WERE USING IT TO I REMINDED
THEM THAT THEY
“ ASKED FOR THE IRON TO

A\  MAKE PLOW POINTS,

THEY
CONSIDERED THIS
AN INSULT, AND SO
THEY BEAT ME
VICIOUSLY!
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IF THEY BEAT YoU, WHERE
ARE YOUR BRUISES? I DON'T SEE
ANY SIGN OF INJURY! AND WE HEAR
THOSE FARMER KINGS ADMIEE YoU
GREATLY!

OH HUNTER- P THEN HOW
KINGS! T AM NOT DID YOU GET THE

LYING! NET FROM
THEM?

MY MOTHEE I
=AVE ME MEDICINE SNUCK IN AT
TL HEAL- THE NIGHT AND
WOUNDS. ” FOUND IT!

NOW T WANT T& JOIN YOUR N
ARMY AND HELP YOU KILL THOSE EVIL.

FARMERS! T WAS HAPPY TO HEAR YOU
HAD KIDNAPPED TAN&GAL! SHE WAS THE
ONE WHE WANTED THOSE
PARROTS IN THE FIRST PLACE!

WE
BELIEVE YOU- NOW,
WE ARE GCING TO EAT
LUNCH AT THE
SPEING -




A Kidnapping Spree

BUT THE CLANSMEN DECIDE NOT TO
LEAVE SHAMBUEA ALONE WITH KUPPI.
THEY POST TWo &UARBDS TO WATCH
OVER HEE. HOWEVEE, THOSE GUARDS
ARE NO MATCH FOR SHAMBUEA! HE IS
S0 STEONG THAT HE EASILY CHOKES
ONE AND THEN KICKS THE OTHER!

KUPPI, ARE
You oK?




The Legend of Ponnivala

SHAMBUGA SEES HIS CHANCE AND TAKES OFF- WHEN
THE VETTWVA CLANSMEN EBEALIZE THAT HE 1S CARRYING
KUPPI AND THE NET WITH HIM THEY TAKE CHASE!

HOLD ME
TIGHT! DON'T

——
e

SHAMBUGA QUICKLY SETS A TRAP FOR THE VETTUVAS BY (EEE T,
LAYING THE IRON NET ON THE GROUND AS A SNARE. |y H

e, L

Xy B U =1 es
== HEY VETTUVAS! > B ESCAPING WITH
CATCH ME IF YOU PR o L T TANGAL !
CAN! Lo AR




A Kidnapping Spree
AS SOON AS THE VETTUVAS STEP ON THE NET, SHAMBUGA PULLS THE
TRAP UP AND CAPTURES THEM.-

THEN HE DROPS THEM INTES AN OLD WELL!

I Wikl
TEALH You
ALL A
LESSON!

I AM NOT THE VILLAIN! YOU ARE!
YOU KIDNAPPED OUR PRINCESS!

THEN SHAMBUGA PICKS KUPPI UP. HE SOON BLUNS
ALL THE WAY BACK TO PONNNVALA WITH HER!

ﬁ"f
A -y

- 3
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The Legend of Ponnivala

THAMK You
SHAMBUEA! YOU
SAVED MY LIFE!

i,

OH MY FINE KUPPI!
= YOU ARE SAFE, THANK

GOODNESS! COME TELL
e\ ME YOUR STORY! _,

D .

™

- WELL DONE
SHAMBUGA! ONCE AGAIN,
- A FINE JOB.

KUFFI IS SAFE, AND LIFE
IN FONNIVALA BE&GINS T&
EETUEN T2 NOEMAL -
BUT THE ANIMOSITY THAT
HAS GROWN BETWEEN
THE FAEMEE KIN&S AND
THEIR HILL-DWELLINE
ENEMIES WIiLL NOT
EASILY BE LAID T2 BREST-
UNKNOWINGLY, THE TWIN
EULEES OF PONNIVALA
HAVE SET IN METION A
CHAIN OF EVENTS THAT
CANNST BE EASILY
ALTEEED- How LONE
UNTIL ANOTHER
ADVEESAEY BISES T&
CHALLENGE THE
SUPEEMACY OF THE
PONNIVALA KINGS T




The Importance of The Legend of Ponnivala

This is an ancient epicpstemming from along tradition of lecal village storytelling
and paséed down‘as a Tively oral tradition. Its roots can be tfaced back to-medieval
times, well before the comingof the British'to India. Its €ontent was memorized
by bards who first'spent many years as apprentices: They Jearned from more
expérienced singers, eventually become leaders themselyes, ‘gaining the respect
and even adulation of whele villages 6f eager listerters.

The primnary source forthis néw -compressed retelling is a tape recording made in 1965 over 18
consecitive nights in a village where'music and song were still the primary means of after dark
entertainment: At that time, electricity was scarce in the region and there were no televisions,
comptiters, or CD players. Skilled bards provided the village entertainment, and served as the
area’s history teachers. They shaped the local understanding of the past by telling stories.

For the first time the Legend of Ponnivala is presented here as a connected chain of 26 short
episodes. These sequential tales describe the rich past of Kongunadu through a chain of events
that impact one local family. Its heroes and heroines are farmers who live in this specific cultural
and geographic region. The larger Legend covers a period of roughly six centuries of South
Indian medieval history. As a story it compresses what is known into three generations.
Basically, the life of the grandfather covers the period from 1.000 to 1.200 CE, the father’s
adventures represent the events between 1,200 CE and 1.400, while the experiences of the sons
match local events occurring between 1,400 CE and 1,600 CE. This is a story rich in cultural and
sociological detail. Several events parallel real social upheavals documented by contemporary
historical accounts.

The Legend of Ponnivala also presents a simplified template for a much larger idea - that all
life is eyclical. A basic concept that underlies folk Hinduism is that cosmic rhythms move in
great cycles. Each begins with the creation of a good age. Subsequently, various acts of human
selfishness cause deterioration. After a considerable period, such a cycle must end, often helped
by divine intervention. Via their deputies or incarnations, these deities kill all that is evil,
washing and cleansing the earth and then setting in motion a new era. Our series presents a
genuine folk model of how cosmic energies work.In a sense it tries to
de&gc the very nature of human life on earth!

-y ‘

yu For website extras such as character details and name
: and place pronunciations unique to this graphic novel
please visit the webpagr—.- below:
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