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*An interpretation of the lines printed antic is given by the author of
the History of the Tamils and | quote it for examination.

“Having conquered these (wymeuri, gaflwri, @)@wmGsr Geuer etc) Karikal
subjugated the Northern kings (as_euri) ie the Pallava Rajas of Kanci.
He pushed beyond and brought under his away the Poduva chieftains,
who ruled over the Cudappa and Karnool districts. The word Ponduvar
means herdsman cheif and must refer to the rulers of the pastoral
tribes that inhabited the Mullai region, north of the Marudam lands be-
longing to the Pallavas. The herdsmen brought under Karikal's sway
were Kurumbas (gmuibuiigar) like those who imhabit these districts
even to-day and weave the famous kambalis of that region.” Then the
author begins to intertrpret as: “The famous victor, the Sola Karikal,
protected the families of the Kurumbar who tend(flocks) on the hill
tops”. Then he justifies his interpretation stating that “There is also
plenty of epigraphical evidence to support the fact deduced from this
poem that Karikal's sway extended north up to the Ceded districts,
which will be discussed presently.” But @mibriewp means the partner
bird. (Vide ymib 67 Gamyf), 2 wiiplevev om_gg1% Gmibenp wens @) and its
comment, gmbuempQueng Guew_emuwr) and it may also mean a bird
having small wings. Despite the epigraphical evidence, this deduction
is hence incorrect.
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1Lower down, between Coimbatore and Anaimalais’ there is the broad Paighat
gap cut across the Ghats by ariver of aformer geological epoch which links up
the Konkan Coast with the upper reaches of the Kaveri. This region merges
imperceptibly into the South Maisur region through the lowlands on either side
of the Shervaroys gap so that South Maisur, Coimbator and Salem form one
natural plateau region studded with uneroded remnants of the Easten Ghats, like
the Nilgiris and the Melagiris. The whole of this natural region was also called
Kongu Nadu, asisproved by the fact that the book which narratesthe legendary
history of the early kings of this country is called Kongu Desa Rajakkal. This
wasthe Konganam of early Tamil Literature, whereas theword Kongu Nadu was
more often used in a more restricted sense, viz being applied to the region
between the south of the Maisur plateau and the region less than 500 feet above
sea-level which form Tinnevelly, Ramnad Lower Madura, Pudukottah,
Trichiropoly, Tanjore and South Arcot” -A paper on “Geographical Control of
Early Kongu History” read by Mr.P. T. Srinivasa lyengar m. A, University

Reader of Indian History, at the first conference of the Madras Geographical
Association. May 1930, at Coimbatore.
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26ubLIIRST: LTI GUbG QUL BITL LY GorrT
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1 Journal of the Madras Geographical Association nos. 2 & 3Vol. 5,
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Foreword

T.Sundaram Chettiar, B.Com.,
District Governer,
LionsInternational Dist, 304 (South) Madurai.

Itwill not bean exaggerationif wesay that, of al thegreat
poets, philosophersand thinkersof theancient aswell asmodern
times, Thiruvaluvar standsforemogt. Butitisamatter for regret
that hisimmortal work, Thirukkural, perhapsthe greatest and
noblest lliterary creation of the humanintellect ever produced, is
not so much known to the outside world asthose of Homer or
Virgil, Plato or Aristotle, Dante or Goethe and Shakespeare or
Milton.

Evenin India, beyond the boundaries of Tamil Nad, the
knowledge and study of Thirukkural isdeplorably meagreand
though it far exceedsin its grand and noble conception of the
philosophy of life, both material and spiritud, andinitsscientific
treatment of thefour branches, viz., Aram, Porul, Inbham and
Veedu, it hasnot becomeasmuch popul ar as Ghitaor Upanishads.

Thereasonfor thissorry stateof affairsisnot far to seek.
Despitethefact that Thirukkural, accordingto oneof itstitles-
Podhumarai - isconnonto al nations, al religionsand acceptable
for al times; it still remainsasealed book and aforbidden fruit to
many of the Indians and to the foreigner. We have to blame
ourselvesfor thisbecause, while people of other countries, why
evenour brethren like Bengalis, are propagating their language
and literaturethroughout theworld, wearevainly indulgingin our

gloriouspast.
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Yet it isgratifying to note that attempts are now being
made by Tamil scholars, educationd and other cultural bodiesto
spread the knowledge of Thirukkural among the peoplesof the
worldanditisbengtrand atedin different |anguages by competent
authors. | amparticularly gladthat one of such attempt by my
esteemed and |earned friend Professor Avval S.Duraiswami Pillai
has resulted in the form of a paper entitled as *“An Introduction To
The Study of Thiruvalluvar” which has been now brought outina
book formwith aview to help the non-Tamilsto have accessto
thegrestest, most valuableand inexhaudtibletreasure- Thirukkurd.
Whilecongratulating Professor Avvai S.Duraiswami Pillai of his
achievement, | wish that he and other Scholarsof Tamil should
offer many more such treatises to non-Tamils especialy to
Europeansand Americans.

T.SUNDARAM.



ANINTRODUCTIONTO THE STUDY
OF THIRUVALLUVAR

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| have gresat pleasurein expressing at the outset my grateful
thanksfor thekind opportunity, you, theLionsof Madurai, have
given meto addressyou on Thiruvaluvar. Thisopportunityis
noteworthy for the reason that our Union Government has
recogni sed the greatness of Thiruvalluvar and hasissued Postal
Stampswith hisimage.

The present trend of thiking among the educated is quite
different from that of thosein my younger days, the outl ook of our
young mennow isbroad and internationd. 1tlooksupon manas
man; hiscolour, caste and creed areignored. Theuplift of man,
asTolstoy putsit, liesintheendeavour to raisethe super e ement
of human aspect and curb and control “the animal man” in him.

It istherefore proper and legitimate the the Lions club of
Madurai takesup for itsstudy Thiruvalluvar whose object and
aim of study centrein and around the human society, Valluvar,
you know, lived in Mdura when the Egyptian and Athenian
civilizationswereat zenith. Great thinkersand philosopherslike
Plato, Aristotle and a host of others were shining bright and
influencing thehuman society to agreater extent.

Ancient Grecianwritersinform usof theimport of Tugi from
Indies; Thiruvaluvar also pointsout theexport of thesametugi in
oneof hiscouplets.
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1. (feflolis smanHin o&dnn SiuemLb
gre Dlgggir olulbi

Our Bharat wasnot wantingin thinkerslike Thirualuvar in
thosedays. Therewere Bodhayana, Apasthamba. Asvalayana,
Koutilya and Parasara, besides Manu, the law giver. But the
mind of thesethinkerswas so saturated with communal feelings
called Varnashrama Dharma that they could not extricate
themsalvesfrombias. They thought and did every thinginterms
of casteand community. Eventheauthor of thefamous Bhagavat
Gita, who devotes a separate chapter to the castes and the
respectivecommuna dutiesand BirthruHari, theauthor of Neethi
Sathagam, arenot freefromthismental distemper.

That iswhy Prof. Sundaram Pilla went to theextent of saying.

2. auem@narmolsts Slmé@nener e Her
2 e Gamreen
2 enenaiCym ogiangd enEsg6E ROLS
i.eif anybody studies Thirukkural in detail hewill never like
the code of Manu and Smiritieswhich mete out justice on the
basisof casteand community.

From these we can seethat Thiruvaluvar isthe only great
thinker superior tothoselaw giversand moraistsmentioned before
and hisviewsareintunewith themodern sociologica trendswhich
tend to aformation of acastelessand classlesscommunity, free
from all types of distinctions by virtue of birth or practice.
Sublimation of lifeby following thenaturd rulesof conductisthe
soleamof Tirukkura andit doesnot placeany rdigiousor politica
faith or thought, as the be-all and the end-all of life. Itisin
pursuance of thisamthat Valuvar takesthewholehuman society
into consideration and wantsto establish it on the bed-rock of
moral virtue. Theunit of society according to him consists of
husband and wife. 1f theman and woman of afamily - unit are
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well quaifiedtolead avirtuouslife, thewholeof anideal society
would enjoy permanent peace and pleasure.

Intheintroductory chaptersof Tirukkura, human society is
viewed both materially and morally. In the first chapter.
Thiruvaluvar explainstheimportance of prayer to God asthe
only solution for the scares and anxieties and pangs of birthand
death, theambitiouslonging for wed th and pleasureAnd thelast,
if not theleast, theinnateingnorancewhichisresponsiblefor dl
the deeds, good or bad,

Thedramaof human lifeisto be enacted at the face of the
earth. Themateria aspect of life restsuponthefood-stuff, which
istheimmediate product of therain; but just like the grace of
God, rainisalso beyond the control of man.

Theexistenceof worldly lifeis dependent upontherain; itis
the only thing responsible to ensure living for all beings.
Thiruvalluvar hasthought very minutely of theimportance of the
rain and declares that even though the earth is surrounded by
expansive seasand oceans, itwill beasusaessasthe poet says,
“Water water everywhere, not a drop to drink.” Modern science
can provideuswith distilled water when our water cansgo dry in
themidst of the sea, but thisartifical distilled water istastedlessand
henceincapable of quenching our thirst; that iswhy thiruva luvar
saysthat even thewatery oceanswill shrink intheir importance, if
thereisnorainatal.

3. OpPaeLeyD GevelTenn Gemmid sghgierpled]
srenmest gl eflger
Manmaintainshispower of devating hishuman spirit to super
human and divinelevel simply becausehisphysical actvitiesare
crowned with pleasure and plenty on account of the rain.
Consequently penanceand patiencehelp himtoraisehisspiritua
existence up and aboveordinary human level.
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4. gend sub@re(Hb ghe eflugiesd
Qe euipEisT Clgaler.

Even when the human society, by the grace of Lord God
andtheheavenly rain, isprovided with peaceand plenty, itsworldly
socid lifehasto be governed by the most experienced and wise
men of keenintellect and broad spiritud outlook. They aregifted
with keeninsight so that with the philosophic process of analysis
and synthesisthey are ableto anaysethe universeinto fiveand
moree ementsmentally and appreci ate psychol ogically theinner
working of each dement. Thisisputinanutshell as.

5. gieneu Olwimef] 2enpyepens BrHMDEr6TEHSl6T
armaogilamer semanCs 2 e

Havinglived their lifemost profitably both for othersand for
themsalves, they taketo asectic lifeand devotethelr timeto give
piecesof adviceto the experienced and guide theinexperienced.

Theasceticlifethey had adopted givesample opportunities
for introspection and salf negation and ripenstheir mind to render
al possiblehelptotheir fellow beings. That iswhy their actions
are consdered to be the greatest which no other human being can
do. Thisour Valluvar says.

6. Qswhaflu Oeweumt Ot Sflw
Qswheflu Caiiger gr.

They areembodimentsof loveand sympathy. They arecdled
yhgesrrr!/(Andhanar) becausether loveistowardsthewdfare
of dl living beings. Assuch, they becomethe accredited |leaders
of thehuman society. Every word they utter isheld aslaw for
human conduct. Their wordsand ideasof virtues, morals, laws
and regulationsareincorporated in thisword kural .

Inthelast chapter of the Introductory part. Thiruvalluvar
givesthegenera scope of the _o;nib (Aram) which hewantsto
present to usin thefollowing chapters.
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AraminTamil isavery comprehensivetermand it includes
al virtues, mords, lawsbothindividua and socia and regulations
of conduct bothintheprivateand publiclife. Thefirst and foremost
object of any individual isto attain glory and obtain wealth. He
desiresthat hislife graph must aways be straight and on the
positivesidei.e. plusside, and so Thiruvalluvar saysto him that
thisispossibleand attainableif Aram isadhered to strictly and
followed most faithfully.

Man’s actions, good or bad, are first conceived in the mind
and then put into action. Aram can beworth doing only whenitis
conceivedinthemindwhichispure. Thereforethefirst requisite
heenjoinsonusisto bepurein mind.

7. DEnGFIGHET DTFE CMTEHE NG HMmen
ay@e by din.

In putting this Aram into action one must be careful in
eschewinguncharitebleenvy, illegitimatedesire, unscrupul ousanger
and mischievous offensive speech. The purpose of man’s life on
earthistoattain pleasure; no power or pelf iscapableof bringing
lasting peace and pleasure; history tellsusinitstrueverasity, that
sceptreand crown havetumbled down and rich diadems have
been thrown away rej ected on the ground that they wereincapable
of yielding happiness with peace. Man’s burning desire isto attain
unalloyed, untroubled and everlasting pleasure and peace. Even
thisisnot impossible provided yo are an ardent devoteeof Aram,
Aramistheonly sourceof that everlasting pleasure and nothing
dse

8. gimagmen aumerGs GerLdDNN ETeVETD
UGS Ls@D Bev.
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Gentlemen.

Havingintroduced Araminthisway Thiruvaluvar begins
to enlarge his subject of Aram and exhortsthe human society to
followit.

In the beginning he beginswith the house hold life because
according to Valluvar and his predecessors aswe have already
seen family isthe unit of the human society. But our modern
politiciansadvocateindividua sasthe unit of the soceity and they
baseal the Governmenta activitiestaking theindividua maleor
femdeastheunit. Accordingto our traditionsand culturefamily-
unitisindivisableand sacred. Splittingfamilyintoindividuashas
torpeded peace and tranquility at home. Thisreducesthehouse
to atemporary lodging for the maleand thefemaleindividuals.
Thereisanother schoal of thought professingthevillagecommunity
astheunit of the human society. Here, theunit isheterogeneous
initsstructureand theactive are absent on account ostheir exodus
to urban areas. Thuswe can seehow redlistic our Valuvar isand
trueto our culture; hegivesalead to theentire human community.

Thedomesticlife of each family or the unit of the human
society isreplete with dutiesand servicesto berendered to the
community & large. Humanlifeon earthisawaysinterdependent;
physica, economicd, socid and intellectud inder-dependanceis
the summum bonum of life. Withthisinhisview, Valuvar says
that every house-holder must be of help, assistance, and guidance
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to hisfellowmen besides being amainstay of the ascetics, poor
and needy, and those who are too old and feeble to fend for
themselves. Ancestral worship, devotion to duty, hospitality to
theguestsandtimely heptordativesarethegenera dutiesimposed
upon each househol der. Indischargingtheseduties, themaeand
femal e of thefamily-unit must on no account forget to preserve
their person by attending toitsneedsand comforts. Itisthehuman
body which isthe most i ndispensabl einstrument of carrying out
the various Arams; the essence of existence. The wife of the
house-holder is called the life-partner and she occupies the
supremeposition of thefamily initsinterna affairs. Inthedaysof
Valluvar their union was not separable by any law or regulation.
No government had theright to cut asunder their partnershipin
life. Thegovernment of thefamily wasentirdy inthe handsof the
wifeand her family budget never ran into deficit. Shewasthe
homeand finance minister to the government of thefamily.

Every duty of thefamily isdischargedin consanancewith
the dignity of the house. And the domestic expenditureisin
proportiontoitsincome. Thenameand fameof thefamily rests
entirely in the virtuous conduct of the wife. Among the most
dloriousthingson earth, nothing issuperior toawomanwho upholds
her chastity withfirmnessof mind.

9. Ouementli) CLBHESS Wiayen HMH6LI6TEYD
Slemenujesn LmaLr GlLle

To her theloving husbandisthe Lord God, and bowinglow
at hisfeet she control stheentire elementsof nature, and comands
themto executeher wish. Valuvar saysthat rainswill pour down
if shedesires. Sheisvigilent inguarding hersalf and her chadtity,
always attentive to her husband’s comfort, ever anxious to
safeguard thetradition and dignity of thefamily and unfalinginthe
discharge of her domestic duties. Itisher sincereconvictionthat
her husband, her life partner, attainseverlasting glory and bliss.
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Shewill, inturn, without any doubt be deified intheworld where
godslive.

10.  Quipren Odlnolimyet Oleimg OlLimEMIL
L&§CselT aumd 2 cv.

Shethereforedirectsher thought, word and deed towards
raising theright reputation of her husband inthe pathsof domestic
virtue.

Any lackingin thisaspect of her lifewill not only drivethe
wholefamily to docksbut her poor husband will losehismanly
appearance, lion-likewalk, before hisscorning foes.

1. yapyfihg GeeslCeamiée Sevens Gapaum (per
gnGuméy §@ menL.

From thesewe cometo theconclusion that avirtuouswifeis
areal blessingto ahouse. But thisisnot sufficient. Shemust
bring forth brilliant children. They are fine ornamentsto the
household. Sheisnot only responsiblefor the prevaenceof peace
and pleasure but shoul d beautify the househol d lifeby bringing up
good children. It must be clearly understood that procreating
childrenisnot the sole purpose ot thefamily life; according to
Valluvar, Tholkappiar and other ancient Tamil saints, thechilden
weretrueornamentsaswell aswealth to the family and to that
effect they were brought up.

Of dl thevd uableacquistionsahushand and wifeof afamily
can have, nothingisgrester than begettingintelligent children. Sons
and daughtersof unimpeachable character will enablether parents
toenjoy dl pleasurenct only inthislifebut inthe seven-fold births
they may takein future and that is because great thinkers of the
past declared one’s children as one’s fortune. The wishes and the
best thing that afather can do to hischildrenisto educatethemto
such anextent aswould eevatethem to theforefront of thecouncils
of thewise.
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Theparentsfed that, by theeducationthey give, if their sons
and daughters possess for higher degree of knowledge than
themsdlves, itwould doimmensegoodtodl beingsat large. When
the soci ety recognisesthe greatness of her son and offershimthe
foremost of its place, the mother’s heart is filled with pride and
happiness exceedingly greater than what she enjoyed when she
gavebirthto him. Having shown thetrue extent of the parental
careand lovetowardstheintdlectual growth of theson, Valluvar
exhortsthe son that the best requittal that agreatful son could
offer to hisfather isto makethe wise men praisethe parent for
presenting so nobleand virtuousason for the benefit of thehuman
society. Withthischapter Va luvar completesthe structure of the
unit of the human society.

Thesefamily-unitsare bound together by the sacred bond of
genuinelove; thisloveisspontaneousand nothing can obstruct it
fromitsflow. Fromlove springsaffectionto all andthat inturn
resultsinredl friendship with others

R.YLF@ID STar (PDLED SHGIFGID
memLeeneyD HILTE Emciy!

Thisgenuine, spontaneousflow of love not only encourages
virtuebut isof utmost importanceto avoid and removeevil from
the minds of thewicked and cruel. The very existence of the
livingbeingsisduetothislove; butfor thislove, thewholeuniverse
will bedevoid of entirebeingsand it will befull of skin-clad bones.
Wethusunderstand that loveisnothing but abindingforce pulling
al thememberstogether toformasolid human entity called family.
Thislovebound family comesin contact with the other unitsand
by mutua love, these units of the human society arelinked and
knit together. Thusthelife of the human beings becomesthe
movement of love, affection and friendship

In 17 chapters, Valuvar ded swith the positive and negative
characteristics of theworking of thefamily unitsalong withthe
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wholehuman society. Instead of entering into thedetalls, et me
confine mysdlf to the presentation of the general scopefor your
thought at present.

Reception and cordia entertainment of guests and other
fellowmen, utterance of kind and sincerely sweet words,
gratefulnessto peoplewho are of help, assistance and guidance
and sense of uprightnessand equity intransactionsarethemain
positiveelementsfor successinfamily life Of course, experience
of our lifeon earth tell usthat the courseisnot smooth. Thereare
some negativeforcesarising out of our movementinthesociety a
large. Failureto control our mind and speech, covetuousness,
lack of forbearance and fortitude, evil tendency of enjoying others’
possess onsand back-biting, indulgenceinfrivolousandvaintaks
arethemost important negative characteristicswhichimpedethe
pursuit of the house-holder to achieve his object. In order to
overcometheseanti-socid negativedements, Vd luvar pointsout
theimportanceof the generogity of mind, liberdity of hdpto others
without any thought of recompense, feeding thehungry and helping
the poor and needy.

Theultimatefruit of alifedevoted to thevariousdutiesaready
enunciated isearthly name and fair renown; otherwiselifeisnot
worth living. Asregardsthereception of people, Valluvar says
that thelovethat has hitherto been confined withinthefamily -
husband, wifeand child - beginsto manifest itself when aguest
arrivestothefamily. No matter whether the guest isastranger or
not, heisreceived with courtesy and affection. The householder
thinksthat the sole object of running afamily isto receive and
serve otherswhether they are a ready known or otherwise.

13. Bmhg bl Gevarmper dgeerd eflmHGamLl
Gaverremmenin Glgtig oML (H

Inorder to achievethisobject every individual must speak
sweet and kind words. Only such words are declared sweet
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which comeout from righteous personswith heart full of loveand
gpeech completely guildess.

14. Gemolsmeumey FID Sfenen @i Ligm@evaund
QselLmmeT SewrLTTemig 0lFTe

Speaking awayskind and pleasant words born of humility,
not only serves asan ornament but protectesonefromfallinga
prey to indigencewhich produces misery.

15. gierymre b graramenn Geem@n Wit (Hid
Gerymre b Renolsmer QTG

It hdpsevery manto maintainfriendly relationwithdl. The
next dlied Aramthat bringsanindividua intothefold of thesociety
ishisgratefulnesstothehd p and ass tancehereceivesfrom others.
Asevery human being isinterdependent, hel ping and being hel ped
by othersare not infrequent. Some of the hel psreceived might
have been donewithout any expectation of return, somemay be
intimesof need and somemight have been without any thought of
its high value. Even when the help done is as small as millet’s
seed, wisemenwho redlisethefruitsof theact, will only think of
thebenefit derived by such help and begrateful. Thetruevaueof
thehepreceived doesnot lieinitsquantity; but it dependsentirely
upon theworth and quality of the personwho receivesit.

16.2.g6ll crenyggenm 2 gall 2 gafl
QewiulLm srefler euenyea
Thequdlity of being grateful isquite essentid for the proper
working of the human society; it hel ps usto wipe out from our
memory any wrong doneto us however deadly it may be
17.06memmenen @ewenm Olsuflyd Sreur Oliig
RENMIH6N MeTend ClBED
Thenext factor that makesan individua isindispensableto
the society isthe sense of uprightnessor equity. Manisaptto be
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biased on account of variousinterestsin the midst of which he
livesand moves. Senseof equity and uprightness must beabove
all kinds of biasand partiaity. Opportunitiesto swervefrom
uprightnessaregrester in earning wed th asthecomfortsof worldly
life depend more upon it and neglect of equity andjusticealso
becomes necessary in protecting theill - gottenwedlth. Therefore,
Valuvar averesthat wealth acquired by proper and fair means
never dwindlesaway but passes safely to the posterity.

1B.OGUILD o eniiarer S&aD Sengeller
156886 g0 LenL &g
If adlight deviation from justicewereto fetch you the most
maximum amount of wealth and power. Valluvar strongly

condemnsit saying that it must be regjected with cotemptuous
disregard instantaneoudly.

0.5aCy sllaud rEefangieyd SpoasmE
o16Bn epiplur efiev
i.e. Giveup all wealth however good and pleasant it may be,
if itisacquired by dubious means. Trade and Commercewill
flourish only when peopleengagedinit areupright intheir dealings.
Unjust. andunfair transactionsintradewill resultinthefdl of the
society in theestimation of other peoplesof theworld.

20. amenflen OFwiaumiéeg aumenflan, Guenfli
ey goburé olguder.

Supposing a businessman or a judge in a court of law
entertainsathought which failsto equipoise hismind, then hemust
takeit for granted, that it isasuresign of disaster and destruction
awaiting to befall himsalf and the nation hebe ongsto.

2106Hevcowen crenLig Sfflsgen CImEhen
BHOQTE feven Olsufen
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Intheroutineof our life, especialy whenwecomein contact
with men and mattershighly beneficial, thereisevery likelihood
for our mind to go beyond our control, and our words more
excessive. Self-restraint or control isthe only weapon to guard
usfrom consequentid downfall.

22. anGe OUTmeNT SHLEAHMG SHHD
ogeflenes mdlevenay 2 uliéig

Of couse, self control isexcellentinal, but it most befits
thosewhom fortune smilesupon. If themind sometimes break
thecontrol, it will begin to roam about in thougt and itsharm will
not be so serious asthe unrestrained word; whenit losesitscontrol
over thetongue, words become harsh and hot and cause grievous
woundsto others. Thiruvdluvar says:.

23. Sufwnéy e Lijeinr 2 eenmuyd wrmTCe
preflanmeéd sl eu(f.

I.e. “The wound may heal though from a burning brand, And
be forgotton; but the wound never heals a burning tongue inflicts.”
(Ellis). Eventhoughaperson may beunrestrainedinall e se, he
must have effective control over histongue; otherwisehewill be
degraded by licentious speech and put to trouble by hisindiscreet
words. Control of mind and restraint over tongueof anindividua
contribute agood deal to thewell being of the human society.

Then comesthe conduct and di scipine of each househol der.
Hemust conformtothegenerd disciplineand decency the society
requires. Hecannot isolate himself fromthesocia structureand
itslaws. It hefailsto understand, in spite of all his extensive
learning, that heisapart and parcel of the society and that, asis
the society so hemust move, hewill belooked down uponasone
devoid of any refined culture. This conformity to social
requirementsiscaled “gpdan”’(Olukkam) inTamil by Valuvar.
Adherenceto Olukkam raisesoneto theexadted placeinlifeand
thereforeit must be protected well and prized above one’s life.
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24. qpéaD SflUUD Greume ep@EHD
2 uliflgyd epiduLr L(HD
Proper observance of thesocia conduct will be considered

good, and will be crowned with peace plenty and pleasure; if
wrong courseisadopted the person will beundonefor ever.

25. @(p&EID 2 LMD Glqenn E(P&HaD
Blhg Aniumi ofl(Hid
Thebest mark of aperson having Olukkam (s pd&ib) is

that he will never utter evil words even in the moment of
forgetfulness.

26. &6 (peLanéE epaerCear Sw
aI(PAANLD eumwed blFmeveb.

In moving about in the human soci ety, the househol der has
ample opportunitiesto come across men and women bel onging
to other families. Man’s attention is arrested, and desire kindled,
when beauty confrontshim. Theobserving mind may beinfluenced
and try to covet thething of beauty; if itisthe person of afemale,
thedegreeof its pull may begreat. Here, you seethat the success
of thehouseholder liesin controllinghismind. If thehouseholder
isreally awise man, hewill at once overrule hismind that the
particular woman isthe sole property of another individual over
whom he has no claim. No Dharma Sastra or Artha Sastra
pronounces any such claim. Evenif thehusband of the particular
lady issuch aclosefriend that hewill never suspect if anything
untoward takesplace, thefellow who commitstheoutragewill be
counted asliving dead. Closefriendship, high andinfluential
positionin life, economic and physical strength - thesethings
intoxicate fools to tresspass others’ houses. According to
Thiruvaluvar, any other sn commited by any individua may be
tolerated but not adultery, ashe condemnsit asthe mother of al
sns.
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Another thing that upsets the mind of the disciplined
householder istheinsult inflicted by others. One canfaceany
amount of praise; but it will betoo unbearablefor onetoreceive
insults. Having been exasperated with undueinsults, if a
householder begins to retaliate, he loses his self-control and
descendstothelevd of the person who insulted him either out of
ignorance or foolishness. If apersonwantsto keep alwayshis
mind subservient to hiswill, he should guard his patience very
zedoudy. If a al any manresortstoretdiation, itwill fetch him
asatisfaction which will be momentary; but if heforgivesthe
evildoer, dl glory and honour will bethen to him throughout the
agestheworldlives. Encouraged by the pride of immensewedth
and exceeding vadour, if the mi screant commitsinsult after insult,
forbearanceistheonly weapon to conquer himdecisively. Amo
ng the unpleasant words heard, those which cause insult are
capable of destroying the peace of mind. Even asceticsof high
order losetheir control and punishtheevildoers. If ahouseholder
bearswith patience theinsolent wordsthrown at him, hewill be
far greater than those noble ascetics.

27. e amemgy Crmiumt Gluflui Anrolsreogynd
@emenrés Qlgmeo Crmmumfler Gem

i.e.asceticswho fast and practise yogaare of course great;
but any person who putsup with theinsultsisgreater than those
ascetics. Henceit will befound that forbearanceisanother factor
which bindsanindividua with thesociety andisasourceof menta
tranquility. Inthelifeof ahouseholder, thewed th and high status
of hisneighbour or fellowman may kindlethefiery emotions of
envy and bring ruinsto his household. A well disciplined and
virtuous householder will thereforeinstead of envying othersfed
immensely pleased with thewedth of hisfellowmen. Hethinks
that true virtue called Olukkam (gpdaib) isto be free from
envy and that epdsib initsturn gives Viluppam (e wprsith)
i.e. thehighest mora satusinthesociety.



280 Q 2arCaupsi HAPpsOsTs 12
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If, by mistake, any househol der dlowshismind to beusurped
by theevil tendency of envying others, hewill at oncetry to break

the common law and covet wealth by iniquitious means. The
blind covetousnesswill inturn drive himto completedestruction.

30 @mev FEyD eretemTEy Olarsodlem aflmeurrayd

Ceremm_enn aremeyid 01FmES

A covetous mind instigates one to conspire against his
neighbour and derivecrud pleasureat thefall caused by hisEnvy.
Somefdl aprey tothisinhuman crimes mply becausethey do not
possessthe particular object of their covetousdesire. attimesa
highly educated individua, even when heisplaced abovewants,
becomesillegally covetousand doesgreat havocto hisneighbour.

Another characteristic of certain anti-social elementsis
indecent back-biting, whichisworsethan covetousness. Thereis
asection of peoplewho havemadeit their professionto speakill
of others; thisat times carriesthem to theextent of black - mailing
. Butit must beunderstood that thisdefectisnotincorrigible. If
theindividua who engageshimsdf in spegkingill of othersintheir
absence, inquiresinto hisown faultsas he does unto others, he
canfreehimself from thisseriousanti-socia drawback.

Just like back-biting, indulgenceinfrivolousand vain-talks
destroysthere ationship of thehousehol der withtheother members
of thesociety. Evenif heisgood-natured and highly honoured on
account of hisstationinlife, thefutility of hisspeechwill reduce
him to nothing and hewill be neglected asgood for nothing.
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In the discharge of the multifarious daily duties of a
householder, heisapt to err and assuch thereisroomfor evil to
cregpin histhought, word and deed. So, every househoder sholuld
always be careful to guard himself from doing evil to others.
Poverty isoneof themischievousforceswhich may at timesdrive
anindividual to do evil which, instead of rescuing onefromthe
pangsof penury, will throw him down headlongintoitsdark depths

of misery.
31@ever eremy Swenew GlFunne Olsurul
Bevemm@nd LHMID CILWTESS
When onceaperson commitsevil, thereisno escapeat all;

itwill pursue himtill hemeetsthe consequent destructionlikehis
shadow which followshim wherever he goes.

32 Swever Oswsm Cla@ge Hipegearenar
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It must therefore beunderstood that if amanwantstolead a

peaceful and pleasant life, he must never make himsalf an object
of theondaught of misfortunes caused by doing eveil to others.

Intheordinary life of aman heading afamily, theremay be
occasi onswhen hemay unconscioudy bedrivento entertain evil
thoughtsand words. Realising the consequences, if hewantsto
control his mind, he must resort to hel ping the needy without
expecting any return just asthe heavenly cloudspour downran
without any thought of recompense.

33 engwomgy Cevemm sLiLm() oo ()
erarammmE OlaraGer 2 g

Thus hismind expurgatesthe black thoughtsof evil and
pondersover theplight of others. He must think that the purpose
of wealth acquired by hard toil and effort must be diverted to
redressthegrievancesof thosewholivearound him.



282 Q 2arCaupsi HAPpsOsTs 12
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By thusdoing, the grateful recepientsarebrought closer and
they serveasastrong army of virtuous protection fromevil and
sin. Help and assistance rendered to those who deserve form
themselvesinto asocia virtue Oppuravu (spLiyrey!) in Tamil.

Readlly rich people arethose who are extra-ordinarily wise,
whose heart isfull of sympathy and who are generousin their
outlook. Their richesarecompared to atank full of sweet water
fit for drinking, afull-grown tree of sweet fruitsstandinginthe
heart of afreevillageand amedicinal tree each part of whichis
moreefficaciousin curing diseases. Thisgpriyrey (Oppuravu),
helping all deserving cases, may drain hisresourcesbut the house-
holder whoissteadfast inexercisngthisAramwill rather beready
to succumb to the poverty caused by it.

35. puigrefl enmeveumd Ca@eareflen Sfsogiepmare
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Thementa bend towards hel ping deserving peoplegradudly
broadens in its outlook and stretches itself to those who are
penniless; that iscalled Igai (ewa) in Tamil. Of coursebeing
begged by the poor and needy ispainful; but itislessseverethen
feeding the hungry, because even the so called ascetics who
conquer nature by penance bear the pangs of hunger. Feeding
thehungry issrongly advocated by Valuvar; for hewasnot unaware
of thefact that hunger kindlestheferociousanimal spiritin man
and instigates him to rise in revolt against the kings and the
governments established by law. History tellsushow kingdoms
had been shattered to pieces by the hungry mob.

If asinglepieislost, wetakeit seriously to our heart and fed
very sorry; ontheother hand if we givethe sameto abeggar, we
arepleased with hissmile. Smileisacontagion andif abeggar
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smilesonreceipt of anything from you, you yourself begintosmile
and that smilespreads milesand miles.

On both occasionswe part with our money, but yet thereis
pleasurein partingwithit to abeggar. Themanwho hoardsmoney
partswith it when hedieswith aheart too heavy. Peopleof this
type are numberless; Thiruvalluvar asks us “Do they not experience
the pleasurethey could enjoy in hel ping the beggarswith themoney
they now lose?” To a person, who has tasted the pleasure of
hel ping the needy and the hungry, death will not be painful. The
pain caused by inability to hel pthe poor isexperienced asworse
than deeth.

36. srgellen @enenngg Geveney Gerllgine b

G GYENIILITE HenL

Theultimatefruit of alifedevoted to all kindsof household
duties hither to enunciated isearthly name and fameand nothing
else. Thisrenown isobtained by hel ping the poor and needy.

After dl manismorta: neither the membersof hisfamily nor
the society to which he has been attached accompany him, when
heleavesonceandfor dl theearthanditsworldly life. Theonly
thing that remainsafter himishisrenown, Pugd (ysp). Thebest
qudificationfor alivingindividua isto achievefame; other wise
hislifebecomesworthless. AccordingtoVdluvar, thisdisposable
exisencewill spoil thefertility of thelandwherehelives.

37. euemaufoor auetrLwen Geunyn @enaufeorm
wréens olLmnigs MHeod

The people without glory or fame will simply condemn
themselves for this drawback and in the end they will “‘go down to
theviledust from whencethey are sprung unwept, unhonoured
and usung.” The unblemishd glorious man lives truly long after his
death but theingloriousisdead even when heisadlive.
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38.auenswmpl aumpaun@y aumpeum @ensGlwmpls
ampan@y aumpr geur.

By thetimeaman attainsglory and fameby proper conduct
infamily and society, he getsripened in hisworldly experience
and entertainsakind of mental regjection of certain comfortshe
enjoyedin hisyouth. Hefeelsthat hehad played hispart inthe
dramacof life, and that he should retiresoon. Asthisthought takes
root deeper in him hisfedingswhich were hitherto tethered tothe
family get loosened and spread towardsadl livingbeings. Helooks
upon the pain and pleasure of al beingsasif they aredl hisown,
becomes an embodiment of sympathy and compassion and begins
to abstain from eating flesh and doing any harmto others. He
realisesthe meat asthe flesh of another being and everytimehe
takesit ananima iskilled and deprived of itslife. Heredlisesthat
he has no right to removealifefrom itsbody whichisnot made
by him; theflesh of ananimd isasprecioustoit asistohim. Thus
heentersinto the path of penance. Just asthecravingfor flesh-
egtingiscontrolled andirretrievably buriedinthemind, soaso he
brooksall painsphysical, mental or phenomena and never does
any harm to any being. The misfortunes that come to him
successively arelooked upon asfirethat meltsgold and makesit
glitter brightly.

30. aLéaLmb OumenGurey epaflefifid gremuid
sLéar Crrdliu aurée

Inthetimeof Thiruvadluvar theretired householderstook up
ascetic lifeto spend the rest of their daysin the service of the
human society. Interpretation of lawsregulatingthe earthly life,
assi stance and guidanceto kings and | eaders of variouswal ks of
lifeand divinewisdom wereintheir hands. Peopletherefore
respected them very highly and trested them asearthly gods. They
felt that it wastheduty of every househol der to render whatever
help they needed. Failure to harbour them most kindly and
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respectfully was considered to beagrave sin. Impropriety in
conduct, stealth, robbery and other crimes should be out of their
province, they should never utter fal sehood becausethey lived
for unsullied truth. Valluvar declared that among all the holy
scriptures he studied hefound novirtue greater than truth. Truth
cleansesthemind just likewater cleansesthe body.

40. ymbgirenn Hmed Srenoufd S&bETUIeND
QUTILIENIDILITE SmerL! Li(HID.

At times naked truth causes harm to othersand in such a
case Valuvar permitsuntruth provided it does not causein any
waly any troubleto any body. Asthesewiseex-householdersare
exceedingly kind and compassionate they are not susceptibleto
anger. They know their anger is so effectivethat nothing onthe
faceof theearth could defend itsalf fromit. Sothewrath of these
gentlemen isaways under restraint. Real control of anger is
recognised only if and when vented it doesharm.

41. Oseellggis sriumen derd sriiLmen Sevedl &g
BIHHOGTEN HTAMGHTE 667

Thisaggressiveemotion called anger, beforeit findsvent,
subdues the soft aspect of the human nature and supressesthe
benevolent nature of one’s intellect and thus reverts one to the
brutal region of one’s heart. Itkills the feeling of joy and pleaure;
itisadeadly enemy to the peaceloving compassion of the soul.

Physical wesknessand nervousdebility arethetwomain
factorsfor the presence of short tempered anger among theretired
old people. however learned and gentle they may be. Therefore
they readily resort to do evil intheir provocation. Asthiswill
affect very serioudy their pursuit of divineknowledgeand freedom
fromthe cycleof brith and death, they should guard them selves
frominiflicting sufferingon others. Itisafirm belief anongthose
who are spotlessy pureintheir heart that no evil on any account
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should be doneto others. by doing evil to others they cannot
obtain heavenly pleasureand glory: Anindividua may do any evil
out of maliceor apersonmay inflict injury out of sheer ignorance
but no evil must bethought of against him. If theevil doeristobe
punished, the best thing isto do him good in order that he may
blush out of shameand disgrace.

Nextinjunctionissuedisagaing killing other beings. All mora
laws promul gatetwo essentia duties; they arehospitdity and creed
of non-violence.

42. ugsgiem( uaeyull ebrge HrGeumT
QT ESSUNNIET GTeVETD GEne
Killing of beings is a deliberate controvention of the
fundamenta law of virtue. Killingby any meansanimal or bird
even for the defence of one’s life must not be done.

43. gemgyutlr Hrnfleynd Osurwms gremigs
Beneyuit B&@D eflener
Valluvar ridicules and rejects summarily the heavenly or
divinely lifewereit to betheprizeof killingaliving being.

Abidenceintheseinjunctionsenablestheretired family man
or the recluse to observe the impermanency of thelives of the
worldly beings. Wealth amassed disapperasasfredy and quickly
aspossible; aslongevity of lifeisgraduated into daysand nights,
pass ng of each day and night diminishesthespan of lifeandinno
moment it reaches the zero point. “Yesterday he was alive. Alas!
To-day he isno more; Such s the greatness of the human world”

44. Ommme 2 erenepmarer Gemm Seveney ey
Oumenn WG5S erareE
Deathisjust likefaling adeep and again birthiswaking up

from deep. Hereaquestionisraised; when our body dieswhere
does our soul which was residing in itgo? Thiruvalluvar says “My
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dear man, don’t think that there is no permanent habitation for the
soul. Thereisone. Till itfindsits permanent abode, it will be
flying likeabird that goes away deserting its nest so beautifully
built and protected”

45. GLoenu geflggiedlurr yarumnh sHGn
2 L dGun(p) 2 ufflen. By

These observations give rise to subjective thinking and
introspection takeshim deep into hislife. Lifeappearstobea
store-house of misery; themore he renunciatesthemorefreehe
fedsfrommisery. A didiketowardsbirth and rebirth setsinand
the ex-househol der comesto the conclusion that hisphysica body
isasoredundant and ahandicap against hisattempt togain relief
frommisery. Hediscoversthetwo fundamentd factorsof bondage
that fetters hislegsto march towardsthe land of no-birth and
death. Theyare the so called “I” and “mine”. They are sometimes
called the subj ective ego and possessiveego.  Severanceof the
connection of thesetwo isthe only solution for the problem of
reaching the goal. To achieve this successfully “We are advised to
cling to the almighty who is by nature immune to these bonds,” so
that our endeavour for liberation will be crowned with success.

46. Ui LnDHOTET UHHlener SLMHeNHLT
ubge uby efipe

The pre-requisitefor achieving liberation of our soulsfrom
these egocentric bondagesisaclear knowledge of the sublime
truth. Thisknowledgeremovestheinnateignorance coveringthe
soul. Any doubt in our insight will land usin darknessand even
the control of thefive senseswill not help usif weare not well
enlightened by thesupremeknowledge. By dint of ardent learning
and subjective thinking, the acquisition of thisknow ledgeis
possible. Desire, anger and delusion caused by the sdf concentring
egoism arethethree obstacles ontheway of our goa andif they
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are destroyed compl etely leaving no tracein themind successis
sureand certain.

We know fully well that the sphere of the activitiesof the
humanintdlectislimited and consequently it isdisabled to enjoy
thepleasurestored upinthevast inexhaustibleextensiveof Nature
and even though themind of the ascetic restscontented with this
limited amount of pleasureand pain, thefiery desire caused by
the previousexperiencesdtill flickers inand at timesflaresup and
deflectshismind towardsthose pleasures. Valluvar realisesits
insatiable nature and sounds anote of warning that if the desire
whichisotherwisecadled theeterna seed of birthisleft tosurvive,
endlesssorrowswill be-fal. Hesays:

47. @erud @enLwmngy) Fam(Hid Sfamerarayin
GIETLIGGIET GIemLiD oldigen.
i.e.thedesirecdled Avain Tamil promptsmantodosnand

if that dreadful desirewhichisresponsiblefor al miseryisrooted
out, continuousflow of happinessiscertaininour living present.

Thiruvaluvar isastrong believer intheworking of the cause
and effect of every event of human lives,; thisiscalled 2en paflenesr
by the ancient Tamils. 2enyp is effect and aflewerr Or action is
cause. Many of our peoplehave not understood thereal purport
of thisphrase and haveidentified it with thetheory of fatalism.
Suppose a man undertakes to do a work, then when he
commences the work or afeneur, its effect or Liusssr begins to
grow smultaneoudy. By thetimehefinishesit, hisafs»esr becomes
ripened and bearsitsfruit. Theword 2erpg g6 Meansripening;
inthisvery sensethisword isused by thelearned scholars of the
Sangam literature e.g.eariproeur (9%Lb,199), 2enipLpens
(BD115), 2en1p Ca1(B) (LymLb, 322), Valuvar dsousesitinthesame
sense videhiscouplet.

48, @emiT2enpEGID HIMT DEVT SENEMLIT HTDEHNS!
2 ey ellflggrenywm g
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When the work has been completed and the wage dueto
thework is paid, we say that the objective nature of the work
doneisitsproduct GeuwiiLi® Guimrer. Thepleasurederived
at thecompletion of thework isalsweuriiuscir. i.€. thefruit of the
afewer, The pleasurethelabourer enjoyson receipt of thewage
isthefruit of hiswork or aflswerr. Till the afeweuriiussir isenjoyed,
it standsa oof waiting for the opportunity to afford enjoyment. In
that stateit is called ergpafener Or 2enp If the aflenesrLiwsstr,
thefruit or Karma, ispleasureitiscaled oo1p, andif itisother
wise, itis Grimap when g4 1p (Fortune) presents pleasure,
our mind becomes clear and brisk in preparationto receiveitin
good spirits. If itisGLimsemp it preposeslazinessand indifference
inus.

49. gyeaipred Cgmemmd Sensallemenin ensLiclLm(maT
Gunesiprey Ggmermd i,

When our faculty of intellect thus getsdimmed and our mind
deludesitsalf and producesfolly, it should be understood that it
foretellssomemisfortune. If ontheother hand our mental state
becomes different and its out-look and thought get broadened
and bright, we can be sure of fortunewaithing uon us, Val luvar
thereforesays,

50. Guengs LOGGDL Bipasd SiMlajraNHD
S4BMD 2.HNG SHevL

Themysteriouspositionthislaw of causation or 2em occupies
issuchthat it revedsitsdf touswhenwesincerely exhaust al our
legitimate meansto do aparticular work, no matter whether itis
thought speech or deed. But Valluvar advises us not to be
perturbed or discouraged when misfortune confrontsus. We
should understand that we are thereal authors of our actionspast
or present and our eligibility and right to reap thefruit can never
be averted or obstructed just likethefalling of theripened fruit
cannot be prevented or postponed. Valluvar proclaims,
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51. esmflew Glimeued] wirayar wHomTET
&Paid grenph gipid
Andwemust cdmly receiveand put upwithit. Any attempt
todivert or prevent it will beasad failure.

Thelaw of causation called 2en pailencsr operatesthrough
any act of oursor any of our fellowmen connected directly or
indirectly with us Suppose aboy throwsastone at adog, theniit
isthe stonethat hitsit and causes pain; but the dog does not bark
at thestone but frownsonly at theboy. Similarly the pleasureor
pain, profit or loss, comesto usthrough someintermediaries, and
weal so should recognisethat it iS=erp That works behind and
wearethered mastersand not theintermediarieswho simply act
likethe stonethat hit the person or the dog.

Accordingto the Tamil philosophers, thelaw of causationis
inanimateand insensibleand it isdirected towards us by theAll
Knowing Almighty Being who knows asto whom the profit or
lossand pleasureor pain, aredue. That iswhy Vdluvar saysthat
eventhisinvinciblelaw of causation can beaverted and rendered
powerlessby earnest prayer and intensive devotion to God, the

Almighty.
52. @marCarm Gmellenenuynd Gaym Eenmeen
ounerGs yapytibgm wr @
We should a so notewith carethe difference between the
Fatalist theory andthe Tamilian 2en pallswesr. TheFatalist theory
is based on the past Karma done in the previous births, and

2a pafleneor referstoal thekarmasdonein the past aswell asin
the present birth.



PART-I1

Gentlemen,

Next comes the second part entitled as GuimrgpL” Limebd
(Porutpal) which dealswith the political, economic and social
working of thehuman society, which ensuresthe proper attainment
of earthly pleasure, which, in turn, leads humansouls to the
eveladinglifeof infinite pleasure peaceand plenty. Nonaiondism
or racialism ever existed in the period of Thiruvalluvar and he
thereforetook the human society asawholeanditsmundanelife
into consideration.

Weadready saw inthefirst part that thefamily whichisthe
unit of the society was headed by the husband and moved with
the other unitsof the society as per therulesof conduct prescribed
for thehouseholdlife. Inlikemanner theentire society hasto be
headed and |ed by an individua who is capable of looking after
each and every unit of the Society. Hewas named asmonarch or
kingand under hisgovernance, the soci ety wasbrought to function.
So monarchy was the rule of the day of Thiruvalluvar. Here,
Valluvar hasdedlt within 70 chaptersthisaspect of humanlifei.e.
thekingship andthegovernment. Thegovernmentisdividedinto
Six departmentssuch as

53. UL Blq DS eMDES HLLSTG SpMID
2 LGN STFMET e

and let me condense them without |eaving the essentia and
sdlient pointsasfar aspossible
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The Government of the country wasresponsibleto the
Kingand not to the peopleand hewasall inal in every walk of
life. But persona qualificationsfor kingshipwerea so prescribed
and hewasrequired to satisfy them. Acquisition of knowledge
by learning from books and from learned scholars was not
discriminatory but commonto kingsand their subjects. Theking
wastrained both theoretically and practically to safeguard himsdl f
by preventing occurance of faultsin hisroya conduct. Heshould
not take decisionsindependently without consulting the experts.
Administration of justicewasinthehandsof theking. It wasthe
primary duty of thekingto maintain law and order inthe state.
The council of ministersand theministry of the stateformed the
head and heart of the Governmnt. Though the king was the
supreme head of the society, he must secure the hearty co-
operation of the people.

54. @ePR6 CanGargamd wrfley wemerem
&Mzl Hied 2-ap

It must be remembered in this connection that most of the
powersof themonarch were so decentraised that villagesenjoyed
akind of political autonomy. Thesevillgesweregrouped asNadu
(m®) onthebasisof salf-sufficiency.

55. mr(HerewLs HILT QIGTEHSHENHTL GG
BT GIGTD G(MHD HT(H)

and theadminigtrationwas carried on by assembliesof elders
and learned men. Any how, in the days of Thiruvalluvar,
Governmentscould not be stable and so every monarch wasvery

keenly interested in the defence of the country by building and
protecting fortsand fortresses and strengthening the miltary service.

Nationa wealth of the country wasfreely allowed to grow
and nationdisation of the sources of incomewas never dreamt of.
Asthe monarchswere engaged in governing thecivil life, the
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administration of justice and defence, peopl e enjoyed freedom of
speech, freedom of worship and freedom of movement; trade,
commerce and industry werethriving independently in the hands
of thepublic. But thekingswerekeenly watchingtheacquisition
of wedlth; instructions regul ating theways and means of earning
wealth wereissued, so that no deviation from the pathsof virtue
took place. Unclaimed properties, tolls and customs duties,
tributes paid by the sub-ordinate and subdued kingsand chieftains
were added to the exchequer besidestheregular land mountain
and forest revenuesfrom the people.

56. Mol mEnh 2-6u(E CILM(MmEHDEET GRETETTE
Qgmrelummenn Carmgen OlLmmear.

Every taxation was direct and there is no mention of any
kind of indirect taxation. The Government andthe governed were
consciousof thefact thethewealth acquired by legd and virtuous
means served the society to do itsduties properly and enjoy life
tothefullest extent.

57. epefmolum(men s Guindluimiég eemolum(men
aremen Grem(hid R(mHHIE)

Amassngwedth by illicit and unlawful meanswasruthlesdy
condemned.

Therdationshipwith theneighbouring and other kingdoms
was maintained by employing able ambassadors and talented
spies. Theserviceof the spieswas utilised to know the mind of
the public and ascertain the opinion of the people of theworking
of the various departments and services of the goevernment.
Corruption, favoruitism, nepotism and other anti-governmenta and
anti-social misdeedswere detected and eradicated then and there
by these exceedingly clever spies. Meritorious servicesof the
public men and those of the members of the Government were
recognised, appreciated and rewarded both publicly and privatdly.
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Medical relief was rendered by the Government and the
public; the medical science was taught under four heads; the
patient, the physician, themedi cine and therecipe; asapreventive
measure, propagandaon the regulation of diet was beautifully
done. Theevilsof over feeding and underfeeding were taught
under medical and health education.

TheGovernment wasvery atentiveinmaintaininghhighethicd
standard of lifeamong thepeople. Valuvar bestowsmoreof his
thoughts upon the general moraeof thepublic. Theevilsof the
demoraising elementslikedisrespect for thee ders, infatuated
sexua life, prostitution, intoxicating drinks and gambling were
clearly pointed out and condemned. Importance of preserving
thehightradition of thefamily and society, protecting the honour
of the individual aswell as the society, paying respect to the
greatness of thought, word and deed of every member of the
society, and safeguarding thenobility of conduct and courteousness
was duly recognised.

The economic uplift of acountry must start from each family
and go on spreading first to the co-existing village society and
then to the country. The welfare of the family stands on two
important requisites: they are untiringindustry and clear worldly
knowledge

58. epenellenamiid Sperm Slayd crem@yetigen
e aflenemwimed Hend G
The head of thefamily must take pleasurein the service of

others, and doesnot thing of hisbodily effort which though painful
will disappear when hefed sthejoy in making themembershappy.

If thiskind of mentality spreadsthroughout the country, the
economicneediseasly met with. Production of food and comercid
cropsarethetwo economic fundamentals; agricultureistheonly
sourcefor thesetwo and if it isproperly attended to, production
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increases and thereby di stribution takes place in theform of trade
and commerce. Withthisviewinhismind, Valuvar speaksabout
theagricultureinapleasant ingtructivelanguage; he proclamsthat
agriculture and production stand as noblest of all economic
professionsand thefame and name of acountry rest upon the saif
sufficiency caused by production. When the country isfull of
natural resources, instead of takingitsfull of advantage If the
peoplefet sorry for their inability to meet demand. Thiruvalluvar
saysthat thelady earthwill smply laugh at themin contempt.

59. Geubereny Sens@ SHULTENS Senflem
Hlevberemeyd HEveuTaT HED

Poverty setsinand beggingincreasesinitismagnitudewhen
the country does not produce sufficiently and supply properly to
thefull extent of thedemand of the countrymen. Inthechapter on
poverty, Thiruvalluvar isvery graphicin describingitsevil; the
poverty destroysthe noble characteristic d ementsof the parentage
and glory of thefamily inwhichtheparticular personisborn. His
mind becomes wild without any trace of virtue and evecn his
mother looks down upon him asawretch.

Begging ishonourable when it is undertaken for anoble
cause. For the propagation of spiritual knowledge, for feeding
theenfeebled, for running an orphanageof children etc, mendicancy
isalowed. Thenit becomestheduty of theagriculturist whois
engaged inthe production of goodsand of thetraderswho serve
the country by distributing these products, to relieve these
mendicants. Thosewho haveenoughandto sparemust dsofed
ittheir duty to help them. Inthisconnection Valluvar saysthat if
thereisno beggary, peopleonearthwill beinhuman, likeadramatic
stage wherein wooden - puppets are brought to play.

60. @primenulloeurs FRGER DOI(@ETeVD
oyiLTear ClFarny arbhGnHmI
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There are peole who adopt beggary as aprofession; the
existence of such professional beggarsisastigmaon the country
and it should not beallowed to spoil the healthy devel opment of
the society. Valuvar condemns begging as beneath the human
dignity. Eventhoughbeggingisfor anoble cause, say, of rescuing
aninnocent cow from degth, it brings disgraceto thetonguewhich
spdlsit. Somegototheextent of saying that beggary wasaready
destined to them by the Creator himself. But Valluvar refusesto
accept it and if it hasbeen ordai ned aready, the Creator who did
it must beafool and Hemust suffer and perish like the beggar
‘unto whom the wrong He has done’. But he emphasises that
nothing issweeter and more enjoyablethan what isearned, let it
be some watery gruel, by the sweat of one’s brow.

In spite of wedth and other comforts, thereare personswho
aremean in their outlook and ignoblein their word and deed.
Thery can do nothing and are never mindful of their ownlives.
Unlessthey are physically attacked with blows, nothing can be
had from them. If any thing untoward happens, these mean men
sweurr With readiness sall themselvesto anything. They possess
no individuality and aregood for nothing.

Inthose ancient dayswelearn that the kingswere aspiring
for might and power. Surviva of themightiest wastheruleof the
day. So, it psychologically led them to wage war with their
neighbouring kings and establish their supremacy. The
geographica position of the Cheraand Pandyakingdomsinduced
them awaysto take up armsto expand their territories. That the
main cause of warsin those days among the Tamil Kingswas
territorial expansionisnoticed very oftenin theanthol ogies of the
Sangam age. Itistherefore proper that Thiruvalluvar assigned
primary importanceto themilitary department of the Government
(LIGDL_, BLY-, FnlD, DGOLDF I, [BL L], |[TGIT <2,.m1) ie army,
law and order, wed th, ministry, friendly relationswith other kings
and defence of the strategic pointsinthe state arethesix main
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departments under the Government of the monarchs. A well-
trained and well-equipped army with spirts dauntless and
inexorabledesirefor military glory and fame, was considered to
betheforemost of the constituents of theroya wealth.

61. e.minSrennhg earmehen Olarden. Garmgen
QlGUMIGEMBILIET GTGIEVTD GHenay.

Asno artillery or any other scientific weaponswasknown to
the peoplein those days, man-power alonewasfelt important
and thekingswereinterested only in the number and strength of
thewarriorsthey employed. Unassailablefaithinthekingsand
insusceptibility to any kind of sabotaging by enemieswerethe
prominent quaitiesof thearmy. Heroism, senseof honour, Sincere
attachment to high traditionsof military lifeand clear knowledge
of the science and technique of warfare were the necessary
qudificationsof thearmy.

62. wmbwrend wrewr alFolsea; GaHmd
eren Hren(e @b LIL&ES)

Valluvar exphasi ses upon therole and the efficiency of the
generals of each battalian, however well equipped and
magnificently congtituted it may be. Successinactionandvictory
in defeating the army are dependent upon thelead or command
of themilitary generals. Valluvar of courserecognisesthat the
essential quality of atruewarrior isfearlessnessbut at the same
timeheaffirmsthat the chivalry of thewarrior attainsglory when
his action isattended with mercy and devotion to theweak and
enfeebled. Ruthlesskillingof theenemyisindeed themain objective
of thewarfare and the mind of every warrior whoisengagedin
the battlebecomesferociouswithfedingsof anima spirit. When
theenemy isperforceenfeebled or disabled, thefighting warrior
must at once subdue his murderous attitude and with human
fedlings, render to him such help aswould be necessary then. In
thecouplet.



298 Q 2arCaupsi HAPpsOsTs 12

63. Guymemenn eTemLr GHNIGHERT 6RETNI2 NMEHHTE
EITTEIEMID DHMEGEN 6Too(d)

Valuvar prescribesthisact of chivalry asthemost important
characteristic of eachwarrior. Supposingthe advancing warrior
winksat theapproach of thespear thrown a him by hisantagoni<t,
thenValluvar pronouncesthat it tantamountsto defear and retrest.

The next department of the State called Kudi (g is
respons blefor themaintenance of law and order. Thered authors
of making and breaking of law and order are the people of the
date. If thar civic-consciousnessisproperly trimmed and fostered,
permanent peaceand order will ultimately prevail and therunning
of the Government will be smooth and pleasant. Tothiseffect
each member of the society must realise hisresponsibility and
duty towards hisfamily whichisthebasic unit of the society and
tothestatewhichisthered defender of hisrightsfor lifeon earth.
Itistherefore prescribed that agood citizen must possess proper
conduct of social virtue, truthfulness and modesty. Hiscivic
environment must awaysbefull of cheerfulness, charity, sweet
and soft exchange of thoughtsand wordsand equal treatment of
thefellow membersof thesociety. Noindividua who wantsto
safeguard the noble position hisfamily enjoysin the society and
the respectability of itsmemberswill never stoop to do mean
thingseven though they fetch him richesbeyond avarice.

Tamilian Society atachesforemost importanceto wedthand
it considersthat wealth isthevital aspect of life, but for which
earthly lifewill bemiserable. The might and power of kingdoms
are judged by the amount of wealth in possession of both the
Government and the public. Valuvar ingststhat every individud
must work hard and acquirewedlth. AccordingtoValuvar, wedth
isamighty weapon of defenceand itspossessioninlargeamounts
proselytisesthe enemy. Thewealth providesthe country with
strong defence and enabl esthe peopl eto establishtheir nameand
fameinfar off countries,
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Theimportanceand theamount of wedlth of apeopledepend
entirely upon the productivity of the country and theintegrity of
the country men. It istherefore said that the true factors that
condtituteaproperly wedthy country aretheundiminishing fertility
of the soil and the unblemished character of the peopleand the
untiringindustry of therich.

64. generm eflenenuj@end G&&THD Grpeilers
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The production must be enough and to spare so that people
of other countriesmay regard and loveit asasincere source of
help. Anideally rich country isthat whichisfull of unfailing
resources even when the surrounding countriesfaceinsufficiencey
andfamine. Inpre-historic daysearth was considered to be created
asthe common place of all human beings and no king had any
exclusiveright over it, and henceno Tamil State ever raised any
obj ection against migrations of peoplefrom onestateto another.
Theimmigrationitself wasnot felt asaburden but on the other
hand the natives received theimmigrantswarmly and provided
them with housestolivein and landsto till and toil to eketheir
livelihood honourably. Thekingsmost willingly extended their
protection to these new-comerstill they settlethemselvesto pay
therevenue and other taxes. Inthemean - whilethepeopleof the
country shared the additional burden of the Government.

65. Olumenmelwm g Coeumiste smidl Semeanes
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The government of each state or country was striving its
utmost to achieve compl ete absence of extremehunger which, if
alowed to exist, will bedetrimental to the peaceand tranquillity
of life, eradication of uncontrollable di sease among the people
and freedom from implacabl e enmity with other kingdoms. A
healthy aswell aswedthy country was defined as onehaving no
room for cliquismor communalism among the people, or for any
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kind of internal dissensonswhichwill destroy thesolidarity of the
society, or for any formation of rebellious groups of anti-
governmental murderousel ements.

Asregardsthe physical conditions of acountry, unfailing
seasond rainsand subsoil water werethetwo important requisites
for irrigation; ahigh mountain rangedensdly clad withrich forests
isnot only astrategic protection but servesasaperennia source
of income and water flow. For defence purposes the country
must have strong invinciblefortsand fortressesinal vulnerable
pointsof attack fromthearmy. To putit short, Thiruvaluvar says
that health, wealth, production, peace and security arethefive
kindsof ornamentswhich adorn the nationd lifeof a country. In
fine, Vdluvar reiteratestheindispensability of the sdlf-sufficiency
of production and the unimpeachabl e governance of the country;
for the former rai ses the economic prestige and honour of the
country and thelatter renderslife secure and pleasant.

MINISTRY: Inal monarchica governments, weall know
that thekingwasall indl, but yet thereal executivehead wasthe
minigter. It wasthererforeexpressedin clear termsthat theminister
must bewe | educated and extraordinarily intelligent. Technica
correctnessand legality of disposa of governmental transactions
do not count for the success of aministry but itseach and every
action must bein accordancewith the public opinion.

66. Qswnens wWilhes SOLGGHID 2 vssHs
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In maintaining the status quo of the Government, theminister
must bedauntlessin hisadvocacy. If thekingin council refuses
to listen and wantsto carrry on the business by execrising his
royal prerogative, Valluvar saysthat it must be the duty of the
minister to cling to the priniciplefor which the Government and

country stood and on no account he should allow his personal
interest or theroyal favour to corrupt hismind.
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Further, thesuccessful dischargeof dutiesof aminigter liesin
the eloquence of his speech. Logical arrangement and
psychological presentation of facts clothed in persuasive and
impressive language ensures compl ete successin al debates.
Eloquence of speech, and fearlessnessin facing the opponents
make anindividual indefatigableand it isnowonder thewhole
country movesat hisbeck and cal. The sword, the gun power
and themodern atomic energy, every thing hassubjected itself to
thecontrol of man and maninturniscontrolled by thought. Word
isavehicleof histhought. Whentheword iseloquent and sugar-
coated, thethought iseasily conveyed to the mind of the hearer
and producestherequired effect. It isbecause of that the present

leadership thrivesuponitseloquence.

Being the executive head of the Government theminister
must choose such actions aswill fetch fame and honour to the
kingand hiscountry. If heisredly interestedin thereconstruction
of the state uneconomic and protracting profitlessworks should
not be undertaken. Even by way of relieving the peoplefrom
poverty, the ministry must not take up works which are not
remunerative and which on the other hand may drivethe country
to moremisery inthefuture.

Inthe caseof taxation whichisnothing but acontribution
of the peopleto the proper running of the Government, theministry
isrequired to consider theincidence and the paying capacity of
thepeople. Thelevy and collection of taxesmust not befelt asa
heavy burden and the people must be educated to pay them
willingly. A clear explanation of the expediency of the particular
tax will convincethetax payer of itsnecessity. Payment of taxes
with heart heavy and eyesfull of tearsbreeds contempt and hatred
agangt the Government.
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Thedd iberationsinthecouncil must necessarily culminatein
decisions and they must in turn beimplemented without undue
delay. Thepubllicworksboth civil and military, when undertaken
by the Governement, must serve asstepping stonefor further chain
of activitiesand they should not beleft incomplete. Otherwise
they will devel op themsd vesinto causesfor misunderstandingand
revoltinthemindsof thepublic againgt the Government. Indedling
with theneighbouring kings, such aswill ensurefriendly relations
haveto bedoneasquickly aspossble; but quicker must bethose
which helpto placatethe enemies. Itisbut natural that kings of
weak stuff get terror-struck at the sight of thebig powersandin
order that theking may berelieved of thefear, the ministers must
not hesitate to bend their knees before those powers and win
their friendly dliance.

69. 2 enndliflwi o arem(prirs SiEhdls Genmollen
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TheRoyal Council isthe place wheretopicsrelating tothe
domestic and foreign policiesof the Government are di scussed
and the ambassadors and other members of the embassiestake
part inthedeliberations. Asthe peaceful co-existencewith the
nighbouring kingdomsistheonly meansfor the proper security of
any state. Valluvar isvery careful in prescribing the necessary
qualifications of an efficient ambassador. Lovableness, noble
parentage, possession of such highly polished qualitesaswill
endear thekingsmust beinnate characteristics of an ambassador.
Sympathy, intdligenceand criticd indght with captivating e oquence
areindispenablefor an ambassador. Aboveall, an ambassador
must beaman of extensivelearningandinthemidst of thescholars
of theRoya courts he should ascend to thetop most rank leaving
nonetoexce him.
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Hewhoisgifted with sound knowledge of men and matters,
imposing persondity andwell maturedintheanaytic and synthetic
processof politica education isbest fitted for going abroad asan
ambassador. The envoy who carries meassage to other kings
must beof spotlesscharacter, cgpable of making friendswith others
and befirm and courageousin achieving hisend even at therisk
of hislife. Hisutterancein the Council of foreign kingsmust be
completely freefromirrelevancy and impertinence. Cogency of
ideas and regimentation of argumentsareespecid characteristics
of hisspeech.

Valluvar feelsthat certain rules of conduct for thosewho
move more closely with kings are necessary. The King’s presence
must betreated asfire sideand the ministersand other officers
who areprivileged to bein closer contact should go neither too
near nor removethemsdvestoofar; theformer will breed contempt
and thelatter will create suspicion ontheir loyalty. Neither age
nor closerelationship should impair therespectsdueto thekings
by the ministers ambassadors and other officers. Officers
occupying exated positionsinthe Government and enjoying the
roya favour and respect must avoid doing any thing against the
wishof theking. If any thing repugnant to theroya desireisdone
under the cover of old acquiantance, the consequence will be
irredeemableloss of liberty and privilegeenjoyed till now. The
conduct of these officersmust be aboveany suspicion; suspicion
onceentertained will becomeindilibly soimpressed that nothing
on earth could removeit.

7. Gumrdler grflwener Gurmner s@E&s e
Conmiger wmié@n s
Of al theinintellectual equipments of these officersthe
capacity of reading one’s hidden intentions from one’s face,
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according to Valluvar, is an ornament to himselfand to the king’s
court and the parti cular talented officer iscons dered to beadivine
being in human frame. Asdirect recruitment to serviceswasin
vogue, the men of divineta entswereappointed on attractively
higher salary. Valuvar isof opinion that the reading of human
facesand divining theintentions conceal ed in the mind can be
acquired by proper training. Human facesarelikereflecting crystas
cagpable of exposing the nature of the contents of themind within.
Valluvar declaresthat face being theindex of themind, asharp
look at thefacewill beenough for thediviner to read the under-
current running inthemind. Asasureweapon of safeguard as
well asdefence, thekings haveto bewell trained inthe study of
facial expressionsof peoplewhom he comesacrossvery often.

Another important requisteof ministersisasound knowledge
of the procedure and conduct of businessin the council of the
state. Whenthe houseisready for business, the consensusof the
opinion of the members must be judged beforehand, and the
subject must beintroduced. In addressing the council, thelanguage
of each member hasto be polite and decent; every word must be
wel ghed and nothing superfluous. Uncouth and faulty language
will not only fall flat but pull down the persona honour and respect
of themember. Inthisconnection, Valluvar says, self restraint
and voluntary silence must be carefully maintained. One’s power
of judgement and brilliance of expression will berecognised and
gppreciatedinan assembly of enlightened members, but it will be
casting pearlsbeforethe swineif theaudienceisuncultured and
illiterate. Thoughtsdeliveredin an audience of wise men become
well possessed. Therearesomewho becomeafraid andfed shy
when they arerequired to address an assembly of learned men.
But thesedefectscan berectifiedif thy aretrained properlyinthe
art of doquence. Taking partinthe deliberationsof anenlightened
assembly affordsbeautiful opportunity to acquiremoreand more
of theever extending knowledge. Itistheduty of theministersto
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learntheart of diaecticsthrough the study of logic so astorefute
fearlesdy theargumentsadvanced by themembersof opposition.
No purposewill be served by keeping all authentic recordson
handif themember shuddersat thesight of thecouncil. Thismay
be due to his nervousness and want of dialectical skill. Such
persons, however highly learned, will be considered worseand
their presencein theassembly will be useless.

FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP

That life on earth will be pleasant only when we are
surrounded and supported by good friends is a genera rule
applicable to one and al of the human beings. Even mighty
kingdomswill fall downif they fail to beinfriendly relationswith
other countries. Thefriendship being the necessary requisitefor a
peaceful and pleasant life, it requiresfore-thought and careful
consideration beforehand. Character, noble parentage, nature of
faults committed, and association are the main factors to be
cons dered befor making friendswith others. Hasty formation of
friendship resultsin endlesstroublesand disaster.

72. opimgmimgl Clsrerarmgner Gaammenn senL(penm
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Thefriendship of personsborn of noblefamily andwho are
too sengitiveto do anything disrespectful must beacquirevol untarily
evenif it costssomething. By frank exposure of the defects and
thereby causing repentanceof the part of thefriendstruefriendship
servesasanimmediateloving correctiveandit will never tolerate
guilty conduct amongfriends. Long standing friendship bound by
mutual loveisredly an asset, and itslongevity isbased upon the
generousforbearance towards one another. Longer and closer
thefriendshipthemoreidentica arethefedingsand thinkingamong
friends. Theliberty accrued by longstanding friendshipinducesa
person to do without previous permission awork on his friends’s
behalf and evenif it by chanceresultsinagreat loss, it will be
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readily condoned. If, in spiteof many defectsand drawbacks, a
king or hisminister isundiminished in hisaffectionstowardshis
oldandlongstanding friends, it will raisehim highintheestimation
of even hisenemiesand converty their enmity into friendship.
Redisingthat theconstancy inoldfriendshipisdynamicinitsforce,
Vdluvar atachesgreat importanceto thisattitude of thevictorious
monarchs.

73. alflevpwi eflenipuics UL LenpUITTE6HT
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This omnibus section called Natpu (5" 1) by Valuvar
includesevil friendship, fasefriend ship, friendship of fools, silly
persons, and personsof hogtiletemperament, meritsand demerits
of enemies, enemity inthegarb of friendship and misbehaviour
towardsgreat men Thosewhosewordsand deedsareat variance
areevil friendsand they will undo thingsassigned to them however
light they may be. They will awaysbe caculativeof the benifits
they gain by their friendship and prove treacherous when
occas onwarrantstheir ass stanceor guidance. Falsity of friendship
can beeasily defeated by theway in which they movewith us;
friendly in our presence and hostilein our absencearethemain
characteristic behaviour of thesefa sefriends. Andthereforeitis
said that when an opportunity occurs they must be gor rid of
immediately by putting on the same sweet and smilingface. Fools
arethosewho aredevoid of any sense of humour and incapable
of discriminating between right and wrong. Lack of interestin
anything good and compl eteindifferenceto persona safeguards
formuniquedefectinthem. When afool hgppensto obtainwedth,
al itsbenefitswell goto hisfoesand makethemthrivewhilehis
closefriendsaswell ashiskith and kin starvefor food. Even
among the educatorsof high ethical principles, therearefools
who do not conform towhat they teach and their friendship will
causeruinand disgrace. High degree of education failstotrain
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the mind properly of certain individualswho are by nature not
amenable.

Separaion fromfriendsisindeed painful but Valuvar declares
that itisexceedingly pleasant whenwe part with thefriendship of
foolsoncefor dll.

74. Qudidleflsr Cuengwmt Caemenn lflaflenaenm
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Among our friendsthere are somewho fail to reaisethe
lack of their knowledge and attainmentswhoseimperfectionis
ddiberatebut think very highly of themselves. Thisslly assumption
iscaled Venma (Gausssremnin) in Tamil and it “discredits their true
wisdom.
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This foolish arrogance renders them incorrigible and
incapacitates them to accept either the advice of wisemen or to
understand thingsthemselves.

Thereisaso a tendency among some of our friends to
contradict consciously or unconsciously whatever is said or
suggested. ThisiscaledIha (g)s.p) inTamil. Insomeit gppears
to beanintrinsic disease causing antagonismamongall. Ifitis
allowed to devel op, the consequencewill be painful misery and
helplessness. The personwhoisproneto thisevil of promoting
feelings of antagonism loses clearness of intellectual visionand
fallstodiscover truth.

76. Blaey Goevey CouiiClmmer srewmmi @aaEnare
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If the friendship of a person of thistemperament isfelt
necessary, one must suppress one’s opposing feelings and win his
co-operation by proper accommodation and mild adjustment.
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Any attempt to excel him by counter argument or retaliationwill
resultin open enmity. To put it short theantagonistic temperament
isthe primary causefor al ruins of warfare both internal and
externd, civil, crimina and politica, whereascordia friendliness
isof vital importancefor peaceand prosperity inlife.

71. GaeranD GYeneas) TeeTD HBETENTD
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In dedling with the enemies, weneed not be anxiousabout
the successif thefoeisnot loved by hiskinsmen or supported by
mighty aliesor isnot strong himsdlf; if heiscowardly, ignorant of
thetechniques of warfare, not trained in thetacticsemployedin
the battle-front and isniggardly, hewill fall an easy prey tothe
enemy. Hewho doesnot abstain from anger and who babblesdll
the secretes of diplomatic and military character iscompl etely
incompetent to launch war againgt anybody. Theking who does
not takeadvantage of the knowledgeof the past history and refuses
to adopt such meansaswill ensurevictory and whoiscallousto
public odium isungracious and he cannot dream of any success
over hisenemies. If heisblind in hiswrath and inordinately
lecherous, hisfdl isundoubtedly certain.

Gresat kingswill dwaystry to avoid enmity with other kings
anditisthereforeaverred by Vdluvar that thefedlingsof enmity
ought not to be entertained eveninaplayful mood. It should be
the policy of every king to convert hisenemiesintoaliesandit
will bring subsequently thewholeworld, according to Valuvar,
under hissovereignty. Negligencein thisrespect may betolerable
inthe daysof prosperity, but when the country isfacing theevils
of adversity, kingsmust diligently avert warsat any cost. If the
enemy isnot aware of thedifficulties, theking must not on any
account complainto him; for it will betray hisweaknessand pave
way for hisdownfal. If proper and timely measuresaretakento
strengthen theforceswith all the sinews of war, the pride of the
enemy will certainly fade away.
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Enmity may tekesheter inthemind of thedisgruntled friends
andremaintheretill an opportunity todoitshavoc occurs. Hidden
enmity isfar more dangerousthan an open one. Enemiesinthe
guiseof friendship can befoundinthecircleof closerdationsand
friendsand unlessthey are detected and eradicated immediately,
nokingor anindividuad canbesafefrom destruction. Similarly, if
the subjects of acountry harbour any hatred or hostility intheir
mindsagainst the king, the solidarity of the peoplewill wear out
andin no timethekingdom will be shattered to pieces. Living
withthemembersof afamily or astatehavingnoharmony at al is
just likeresiding together with venomous snakesin adungeon.
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Of all the safeguards of aking nothingisstronger than the
company and friendship of greatmen of learning and noble
character. Attimestheinsolence of certain kingshas provoked
them to reject the royal favour and put the kings out of gear.
Valuvar insstsupontheimperative necessity of thefriendship of
the great men, but at the sametime hedoes not fail to point out
theddicacy of obtaining and maintaining their companionship. Of
courseaking can providehimsdf withall artificial safeguardsbut
that of great men hemust gain by sincereloveand respect. Neither
hiskingship nor hismaterial forces can compel thiscompany.
Thosewho want to taste misery and disaster may offend these
great men and thereby incur their displeasure. Valuvar saysthat
such afoolish conduct onthepart of akingor arich manwill be
nothing but fallingintheicy handsof Degth.
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Accordingto Valluvar, escapefrom awildfireispossible,
wheresas, against thefiery wrath of these great men of supreme
spiritua power, neither themightiest of thekingsnot thewed thiest
of the peopl e of inexhaustible resources can withstand.

81. enflmey sligeyd 2 dieyewLd 2 wum
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PART |11

Gentlemen.

Thethird and the last part of Thirukural is Kamatthuppal
(&g s'umev) and | am sorry to say that this has been the
topic of mischievouspropagandaagainst Va luvar carriedonby a
section of peopleinour State. Their speechesand writingsbetray
that they have neither studied thispart nor understood the central
ideaenshrinedinthispart of Thirukura. For aclear understanding
and appreciation of thispart of Valuvar, one must have studied
Tholkappiyam and particularly its chapters dealing with the
household life of theancient Tamils. Asmost of thetrandators
and even commentators failed to haveaclear knowledgeof the
lifeof the Tamilsdepicted inthe Sangam literature, their trand ations
have gone to the extent of exposing the translator to infamy.’

We remember that Valluvar commences his Kural with
householdlifeinthebeginning. Thefamily unit consstsof husband
and wifeand the duti es of the household are discharged by both
with acommon object and deal. The minds of the husband and
wifethink alikeandfunctiondike.

Itisaknown fact that both the husband and wifewere born
and brought up in different atmospheresand in different families.
When the period of mating setsin, they meet each other by chance
and their mindsareattracted. Intwo or three such meetingstheir
mindsbecome united by love and they fedl that either of themare
indispensabl eto each other and inthe end they decidethemselves
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tobepartnersof life. Thisaspect of selecting life partnerswas| eft
freeto the option of individualsin those good old days. The
sectiontha ded swiththesdectionof lifematesiscaled Kdaviyal.
In Karppial the selection is conveyed to the parents and they
cel ebrate the marriage and thus confirm their partnership. The
newly wedded couple set up a separate family of theirs and
commence to do the duties pertaining to the household life.
Immediately after the marriage, the union of their mind and the
love that binds them together develop themselvesto form an
indissolubleadmixtureof psychica eements. Thispsychologica
bondageistried and solidified by theon slaughtsof familiarity
and partings caused by duties. Thehusband realisesthat
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i.ethefriendship that exissbetween himand hiswifeisexactly
indentical withthat of the soul and the physical body; that means
thereisno severanceduring lifetime. Onanother occasionthe
husband declares;

83. ampaen 2 utfiGaemenar Syufknip s
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i.elivingwith my wifeisaspleasant asmy lifeisto methat
partingwith her even for ashort timeisasunbearableasthe pangs
of death. The enjoyment of the cordial friendship of theselife
partnersis being explained in a couplet asthe enjoyment of a

householder who, livingin hisown house, derivespleasurein co-
sharing hisearnedincomewith hisfellowmen.
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Thusweseethat thispart of Kurd iscompletely devoted to
the psychological devel opment of the conjugal lovewhichisof
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fundamenta importancetolead avirtuoudy ided lifeon earth and
after.

Astheresult of thefa se propagandaof asection of people
unfortunately ill disposed towards the Tamil literature and its
antiquity, thestudy of Kamathupa hasbeen deliberately neglected
andwantonlyignored. Itisrealy awonder whenlearned ascetics
like Rev, GU.Pope and other scholarsof hisorder expresstheir
deep regret for their inability to grasp fully the subject matter so
beartifully dealt with, how these people have comeforward to
envy against Valuvar inpublicand on platforms. | thereforefed
that | must bealittleelaboratein this part of my speech.

Thesection Kaaviyal isdealt with in seven chapters. As
valuvar wantsto explainthegradua psychologica development
of loveintheminds of two youths, maeand female, destined to
become partnersof lifeashusbhand and wife, itsevery stageinthe
developing processisto beinferred by thereader; so headoptsa
dramatic method by introducing thelad and the maiden as hero
and heroine,

In the first meeting, they look at each other and by ner
captivating looks, thelad is conquered and hissoul and mind are
subdued. Hefeelsthat heisphysically powerless on account of
thepiercinglook cast at him by themaiden and exclamsthat his
physica prowesswhich cregted terror inthemind of hisfoeswhen
met inthebattle, had broken down completely at thevery sight of
the bright forehead of theyoung lady, and at theend he concludes
that love hasthe peculiar quality of evoking pleasure by mere
sight unlike drinkswhich intoxicate people only when they are
takenin.

84. 2 amLmiaem e SEHDHTES emonGLTe
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In subsequent meetings, hegainsher looks, glancesand hears
her words and expresses his experiencethat when he had al ook
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at her, she modestly bent her head down and raised it and cast
her looks upon him when he did not see her. Instead of looking
draight a him shesmply glanced a him oncebut it spokevolumes
about her love. Inthemidst of acompany of friendsand others,
she uttered somewordsasif shewasunfriendly to him but after
thought confessed to him that it was a prudent warning lest
anybody shouldlearnthe secrecy of their love. Inanother context,
he had to hear some hot wordsfrom her lipsthougth, at thesame
time, her lookswerefull of loveand encouragement. In course of
timeheunderstandsthat thelooksof loverspretend to be strange
and their words appear to be unfriendly only in the presence of
others.

The secret meetings and exchange of looks are of course
physica and physiological, but the psychol ogica development of
love caused by thosetwo factorstakesthem to theintimateregion
of thesexua pleasure and the ultimateresult ispressure of hands
or achastekissor warmembrace. Thelover ispleased to express
hisexperience of theembrace, inacouplet:
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i.e. diseaseand medicinesaretwo diffeent thingsincompetible
with each other, but in the case of sickness caused by thelove of
alady sheistheonly efficaciousremedy. Of course, theembrace
of alover iswarm but when withdrawn it burnslikeafireand
when embraced againitissoothing. Asthelad hashad no previous
experience hewas surprised and then heexclaimed that hislady
love had a wonderful fire which burnt him “‘when left and cooled
him when met” and he further inquired of himself as to where she
could have obtained it. The embraces never affect the ever
increasi ng strangeness of pleasurederived at any and every time
just likethe study of great books shedsforth new light every time
weread.
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The smilling looks, loving words and soothing embraces
enshrinethe lady lovein the heart of thelover, and he at once
beginsto adoreher in hismind. Theflowersand thefull moon
provokethefedingsof lovein him, and hisutterancesunder this
amospherearefull of smiles, metaphorsand personifications.

Hereaclarificationisnecessary inrespect of thelady love.
Eventhough her mind isover whelmed with love sheisby virtue
of her sex incapaciated to give expression openly to her fedings
and that iswhy Valluvar has not said anything on her behalf in
these chaptersdealing with secret meetings.

When they are separated and | eft alonein their respective
places, solitude kindlesthefire of love and hence sheisgranted
relief to givevent to her fedings. Thelad inhissolitudebringsto
hismindthe pleasure heenjoyedin the previous meeting and avers
that the sweetnessof her salivawasexactly likethat produced by
the admixture of milk and honey. Again he saysthat he never
forgetsher for amoment and if a al any duty removes her from
hismemory for ashort time, her qualitiesof excellenceremain
permanently inhismind. Whenthelady loveisaone, her intimate
companion speaks about her lover’s absence and unto her she
repliesthat heisresiding bothin her eyesand heart and that is
why sheneither paints her eyeswith collyrium nor takesin hot
thingslest they should hurt him.

87. OIBEHFEHSTT BTG QUITE OlaUIgIEHTL6)
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Thissort of constant thinking of loveraisesit to the climax
and thelover being unbearableof the painful delay in getting the

consent of parentsof hisladylovethinksof proclaminghislovein
public. Thisiscdledmadd (.o s inTamil. Mariagecdeoraions



316 Q 2arCaupsi HAPpsOsTs 12

among Tamilswere preceded by the open consent of themaiden
and her parents and therefore the lover insisted upon the
preparation of themind of the parentsto accept hisproposal. In
most cases the companion her self would prevail upon himto
initiatethe marriage proposa. Anyhow, aconsiderable period of
timeisrequiredfor their endeavoursto bear fruit. Inthemeantime
thefeding of loveinthe heartsof theloversswell to the point of
bursting. He saysthat hewas once an embodiment of the high
senseof honour and manly vigour and henceherestrained himself
from transgressing thesocia conventionsbut then he had nothing
but stoop to accept the madal-the last resort to effect forcible

marriage.

Whetheloveof thelady iscommunicated to her parentsand
they areready to accord consent, thelover may take sometime
by way of preparation to go to her house with the elite of the
village. Thisperiod of suspense may aggravatetheintensity of
her loveand even drive her to consider herself thefeasibility of
themadal but inthosedaysladieswere exclusively forbiddento
adopt madal or expresstheir love publicly. Considering her
limitation thelady love bewailsthat sheisunableto control her
fedingandtoofrail to withstand thepain of love, but her loveon
theother hand takes off theveil and proclaimsitself inpublic.

Thelimited sphere of the movementsof theloversat times
affords ampl e opportunity for thewomen folk of thevillageto
know and talk openly about their love affair and thismay reach
both theloversthrough their companions. Thiskind of opentalk
of loveaffairiscalled alarin Tamil. Though thisiscapable of
affecting the conduct of thelady love, thelover will beinhisheart
of hearts glad becauseit indirectly confirmshisreastionshipwith
thelady and thereby compel sthe parentsto consent tothemarriage.
Itisinthislight that thelover saysthat hisdeer lifeissustained by
thisopen talk of scandal which fortunately many people do not
understand:
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And further headdsthat the mischievousrumour set afl oat
by thevillage people nourishesthelovethat bindshimwith his
lady love; otherwise, he thinks, the intensity of the love may

languish.
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On hearing thisrumour, thelady loveenquiresher companion
asto the object of these scandal oustalksand learnsthat it was
done purposely to stifle her love. Then sheannouncesthat the
atempt toextinguishthelove shebearsto her lover by mischievous

scanda isasfoolish aspouring of ghee over aburning fireto put
itout.
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From these pointsdealt with by Valluvar in the chapterson
Kaaviya, weundestand how woul d-be househol derscomein
contact with each other, how love sets in and binds them
inseparably together, how it effectsthe state of indispensability of
each and how it preparesthem to form themselves as partners of
life. Instead of you and | they become We.

Newly marriedlifeisentitled asKarppiya (shi9uisb) and
being thesolid foundation for theedificeof thehouseholdlife, itis
dealt within 18 chapters. Marriageremovesthoserestrictions
whichin pre-marital daysstood intheway of theloversto come
openly in closetouch with each other and movefredy ashusband
and wifeasthey do at present. They liveinaseparate housewith
al comfortsat their command. They arefreefromany interference
and nothing interruptsthe proper working of thefamily. They
study each other and by mutual sacrificeand adjustment equip
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themselvesfor thenew lifeof respongbility. Reciprocd loveand
mutual admirationstransformtheir mindsto think and act alike.

Inthecourseof ther life, duty intervenesand effects separation
of the newly wedded husband for some months. He wantsto
inform hiswifeand takeleavebut sherepliesthat if histak isnot
of hisparting, sheisready to hear him but if it beabout hisreturn,
he caninform thosewho survive hisabsence.
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In support of her statement shefurther continuesthat love
andfirearealikein burning othersbut the differenceliesin that
that fire can scorch only thosewho touch it whereaslove burns
likeanything whentheloved areat adistance. At last thetug-of-
war between love and duty endsin yielding decisive successto
thelatter. During hisabsencelonelinesskindlesher feelings but
she tries to suppress them with all her might; to her sad
disappointment, loveincreasesinitsintengty. Shesaysthat the
pleasure of loveisindeed immeasurable as ocean but when it
beginsto torment, on account of partings, greater and vaster till
arethesorrowsthat fill up themelancholy mind. Thepanof love
becomes acuteand tearsroll down from her eyes. Shelooksat
her eyesinthemirror and blamesthemfor thelack of fore-thought
ontheir part in showing the person of her husband at the outset
and causing her tofall inlovewith him. Sleeplessnesssetsin
during nightsand its stamp isapparent in her eyes. On noticing
this shecomplainsto her companion that her eyesdo not deep
when her husband i s absent and even when hereturnsback, they
refuseto sleep awink out of fear that he would leave her once

agan.
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Constant thinking of love, continuous weeping and
seeplessnessreduce her body and she appears pale and sickly.
Her pallid colour becomesthetopic of theta k of her companions
and when questioned them, she answers that the pallor of her
body isdueto her consent for the departure of her husband and
theblamethereforefalson hersdf. Further shesaysthat in spite
of her mind always remembering hiswordsand herself speaking
very eloquently of hisloving qudlities, thepalor stedlthily spreads
through out her body. Oneof her friends accusesher husband of
negligencefor causing the palid colour over her person whereas
she being unableto brook it, prefers herself to be called pallor
provided her friendsrefrain from accusing her husband for unkind
desertions.

The period of absence of thehouseholder dependsdentirely
upon the nature of work or business undertaken and the pain of
theloveof thelady dueto his separation prolongs accordingly.
Asdays pass away thelove-sick wife gets dejected with her
loneliness and goesevento the extent of suspecting thesincerity
of her husband’s love and friendship. She proclaims that the love
shown by theloversto their beloved men arequitesimilar tothe
blessing showered by thetimely rain from heavenson peoplewho
expect it eagerly and further addsthat nothing is morebitter than
unrequited love. When shedoesnot receiveany informationfrom
her husband, sheisrestlesswithegrief and bewailsthat, of dl the
woman living on earth, none are so miserably afflicted asthose
who do not get any word of consolation fromtheir loved ones. A
message from the husband apprisesher of thelaurelshehad won
but failsto specify the date of hisreturn and when questioned by
the companion, sherepliesthat though her husband does not satisfy
her desire by intimating beforehand thetime of hisreturn, every
word from hislipsringsmelodioudy sweet in her ears.
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The prospectsof meeting of loversafter separation engage
their mindin thinking of the pleasuresof love and their company.
Themorethey think of their lovethe moreintoxicated with joy
becomestheir intellect. Strong liquorsintoxicatethemindin
proportion to the volumetaken in whereasthe pleasure of love
exhilerates the mind the moment it isthought of it istherefore
declared as sweeter than any intoxicants. When the thoughts of
lovereign supremeinthementa zone, dl sufferingsfromphysica,
social and economial disabilities disappear and assuch loveis
bound to begood for al peopleeventhoughitistransient. With
these observationsVa luvar cites some utterances of loversand
eloquently expatiatesontheirresstibleinfluence of love over the
humanintellect. Mind accordingto Tamilsislikealotusflower
wherein things perceived through the sensesare stored up. The
wifethinksthat her bel oved husband residesin her mind and so
she confessesthat every time histhought occurshe appearsbefore
her mental eye. When sheissteeped inthoughtsabout hisloving
words and manners, aninnocent doubt riseswhether sheresides
in her husband’s heart as he is always present in hers.
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Itisa so common among the Tamilstointerpret sneezing as
apsycho-physica indication of thethought risinginthe mind of
thelovers, friends, and relativeslivingin distant places. Oncethe
wifewas about to sneeze but suddenly it passed away. Asper
the Tamilian conception of sneezing, her husband would have
wished tothink at first about her but it must have been givenup
immediately. Astheheroineof Valuvar isawell accomplished
lady, she could not rely upon itstruth and asks her companion
whether her husband instead of continuing to think of her, diverts
hismind at oncetoward something €l se.
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Her friend’s reply fails to convince her, and there upon she
gets heated and uttersthat her husband who excluded her from
hismind should fed ashamed of gppearing frequently in her mentd
vison.
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Again sheremembersthe words he spoke both at thetime
of theproposa of hisloveand on supsequent occas onsand thinks
that hispresent desertion of hisbeloved wifefasfieshispromises
andlovingwords. Shegetsfrightened at thethought of thedisaster
that invariably ensuesfromdl fa sehood and insincerities.
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Unlike hard physical work which producessound deep, the
intense thinking of lovetroublesthe sleep of the young people
with dreams. When the young wifewas advised to save herself
from disturbing dreamswhich will in the due course affect her
hedlth, sherefutesher companions saying that thedreamsof love
which present before her mind her loving husband who does not

favour her with hisphysica presenceon account of hisstay infar
off placesserveasdlixir of her life.
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When sheishaunted very much by lovedreams, sheangrily
expresses to herself that her husband who does not show any
compassion on her has no right to disquiet her sleep by his
appearance in dreams. Her companion pitying at her plight
condemns her husband for prolonging his absence, but, onthe
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other hand, shefeelsmortified and out of loveto her lord, retorts
that only those who do not know how compassionately her
husband moveswith herin her sweet dreamswill speak strongly
of his separations. And then she expresses her regret for the
ignoranceof her friends.

Experience hastaught usthat all pains both physical and
mental gppear acuteand virulent during night time; thesickness of
loveisnoexceptiontoit. Thesetting sun, thefacinglight of day,
theringing of the bells of the cattle on their homeward marchin
theevening, theflute of thecowherd, the sweet fragrance of the
blooming flowersand the bright cool light of thefullmoon intensify
thepoignancy of fedingsof love. Sothelove-sick lady frownsat
the gpproach of the evening and even scol dsit asthefatal timeof
killing the parted lovers, particularly women. Inthe absence of
her husband, theincoming of theevening appearsto her asthat of
anercilessexcutioner to the platform whereon standsthe scaffold.
Intheday timeasher mind engagesitsdf in atendingtotheregular
discharge of thedaily duties of thehousehold life, her fedingsof
love are dormant; but when the sun setsand darknesscomesin
throwing every thing out of sight, her mindretiresfromitssensorid
region and revertsto think of her lover and hislove. Loneliness
and the separtion of her bel oved husband arouse the feelings of
love, andtheir irrepressibility forces her to utter that the pain of
loveisjust likeaflower which budsin themorning hours, blooms
during day timeand blossoms intheevening:
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Thusthe sorrows of love consequent upon the absence of
the husband consume her physical essenceand resultintheloss
of colour and reduction of beauty of the face, eyes and other
partsof her body. Whenthefriendly talk of her companionturns
towardsthe changethat hastaken placein her, shesimply says
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that her husband has caused this separtion purposely to effect
these changes in her. She says “Even if | am silent, my eyes
streaming with tears, shoulders shrunken and armlets slipping
proclaim the callousness and cruetly of the heart of my parted
husband.” At the same time, her husband is also non unaware of
the change of her complexion and form caused immediatley by
hisseparation. Inoneof hissoliloquies hesaysthat when once
heloosened hishandsfrom the ectatic embrace heavailsof her,
being unbearable of thisdlight separation, her lustrous forehead
changed itsdlf into pallid andimmediately her looks a so became

pae.
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On seeing this hiskeen intellect beginsto rationalize the
change, the after-effect of the dight release of hisarmsand he
speaksoutin hisusua philosophiclanguagethat the palor of her
eyesisdueto their sympathy with the fading brightness of her
forehead.
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Thepainof lovegetsintensfied by lonelinessand even bresks
off the control of her self. Sherequestsher mind to suggest any
remedy for her sickness caused by love. Thelovingwords her
husband spoke and the swest caresses helavished flash upon her
mind and produce a strong craving to see himin person. She

imploresher mindtotakewithit her eyesasoto her lord because,
shesaysthey eat her vitasinthefiery desireto seehim personaly.
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If her mind succeedsinitsattempt to see him, sheadvisesit
in her innocent girlishtone not to succumb to hisloving caresses
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but to makeamock quarrel with himwhich accordingto her line
of thinking sweetensthe pleasure of themeseting. Inanother mood,
sheasksher mind whichisburning with desireto seeher husband
astowhereit wantsto gowhileheisresidingin her heart.

M odesty and maidenly reserve are two prominent traits of
theyouth of thefair-sex. When thefeelingsof loveareintense,
sdlf-restraint and womanly reserve are rendered too impotent, to
withstand. Evenif theloveissuppressed, anyhow it breaksout
like asudden sneeze.
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Her companioninterveneswith theremark that |ove becomes
painful and dishonourable when it is not requited with equal
compassion but sherepliesthat the nobl e attitude for rejecting
onesdlf to hang onthosewho are not inwardly well disposed of is
unknowninthecaseof lovers.
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Further she addsthat the maidenly reservewhichisthe

protecting guard of honour of her sex is shattered to piecesby
the sweet appeasing word of thelover
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Theincessant thinking of loveand thelover infuses themind
withadistressingly burning desireto meet each other. Sheloses
her patience and becomes erotic. She saysthat her existenceis
solely dependent upon thereturn of her husband and therefore
shecannot avoid thinking of himeventhoughitistheonly course
of eesing her mindfrom grief. If sheforgetshim, shefearsthat her
colour and beauty will beirrecoverably lost and asserts hersel f
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that the pall or which eclipsesthe beautiful colour of her shoulders
will disappear at thevery sight of her lord. If her erotic mood, she
regrets that she is not clear whether she would maintain her
womanly reserveand beglum or rush forth and embracehim and
vacillates between the two when her bel oved husband returns.
Thought itisincumbent onthe househol der to be hospitableto dl
guestsand strangers, the housewifeis prohibited to receivethem
when her husband is absent from head-quarters Thisprimary
duty issuspended on account of hislong absence and hencethe
wifeisvery eager to resumeit because sheknowsthat thefamily
lifeisimperfect by its suspension. Shereceivesamessagefrom
her husband informing her of hisvictory inthewarfareand return.
Sheregjoicesonitsrece pt and says,
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i.e. let my kingly husband return victoriousand | et ushonour
himwith afeastintheevening. Unfortunately thereturn journey
of theequally impatient husband isdelayed by ashort period and
hence hegetsdisheartened. Inapessmistictone, heuttersthen
that hisbeloved wifewill bebroken-hearted and perhapslose her
lifeand hisreturn to the house, the sight of her face and the cold
embrace of her personwill beof no avail.
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Thehusband returnshomeand thedomesticliferesumesits
full vigour and regularity. Inher sexud lifewhichisbut thenatura
consummation of love, her blooming young mind entertains
interrupted by further partings. Her modesty and womanly reserve
do not permit her to expressit in words. But, any how, it is
detected by her judicioushusband and he saysto her that in spite
of her aattempt to hide, her eyesare capable of disclosing that
thereissomethingin her mind. To ashrewd observer, it appears
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like athread running through transparent crystal beads and the
bud of aflower holding withinitscharacteristic sweet fragrance.
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Inlikemanner, sheisasovery discreet in studyingthementa
contentsimpliedintheart of hislovemaking. Exceeding caresses,
extraordinarily sweetened words and excessively rapturous
embraces and fervent kisses of her husband indicate that she
should prepare herself to endureancther partingintheimmediate
future. With careand delicacy, hisdepartureisconveyedto her
through her companion. The compainon returnswith thewords:
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i.e. “On hearing your departure, she did not utter any word

but smply looked &t first her armlets, then at her tender armsand
lastly she arrested her looks at her feet; this is what she did.”

The sexual union between two peoplewho love each other
isthetrue sacrament of marriage, the outward and visiblesign of
inward and spiritud unity. Atthemoment of theunion, their spirits
as well as the physical bodies rise together to a flame of
indescribable ecstasy. Sexuaogistssay that it isan experience
which seemsto havenothing to do with worldly attributes; itis
shared dikeby rich and poor, by thosewho are clever and those
who arenoat; it cannot be acheived by will power. Money cannot
buy it. Itisone of the most precious giftsthat love can bring
marriage. Ellen Key describes it as “harmony between body and
soul inrelation to love.” According to Havlock Ellis, “itis the
natural instinct of dignity and temperance.” When the companion
of thelady suggested to her to dismissfrom her mind thelove
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whichwasthe cause of al her when her husband wasaway, the
gentlelady repliesthat her lovetowards her husband issuch that
evenwhen heisin dfferent and doeswhatever helikeswithout
any regard for him, she cannot have peace without any regard for
her, shecannot have peacewithout seeing himin person. Just as
her eyes do not seethe point of the brush, when she paintsthem
with colliriyum, soa so, shesays, sheforgetsal hisindifference
and disregard.
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Once she decided herself to be glum to her husband, but
when he approached her with bended knees and | ooks beaming
withlove, her determination melted away and sheat oncefell into
his arms. During a conversation with her companion who
instructed her to be strong and firm in her attitude towards her
husband, &t |east when he craved for her love, she, withaview to
show thefutility of the piece of her advice, replied.
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i.elikeonewho knowing fully well that therapidly flowing
flood will carry one away, jumps deep into it and drowns, my
attempt to deny him becomesridiculoudy baffled. Whenshy tries
to feign anger, he enligtens her by sayingthat trueloveislikea
blossoming tender flower full of sweet fresh fragranceand only
very few take advantage of it.
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Theadvice, suggestion and instructions of the companions
andtheinfluenceof her intenselove createacontra oustendency
inher. Shethinksthat her husband if indifferent and does not
requirehislove. Whenlovekindlesher desire, aregular conflict
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between her mind and action breaks out and she accuses her
mind of itsincond stency and questionsastowhy it doesnot remain
with her even on seeing that themind of her husband never leaves
him.
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Shepondersover her plight and bewailsthat thosewho are
economicdly ruinedinlifeare deserted even by their closefriends,
and in like manner, her mind forsakes her and runs after him
affectionately. Inanother mood, she sympathi seswith her mind
and saysthat her mind ishaunted with constant fear, becauseitis
afraid that he may withdraw his affections and even when he
displayshiscompassion, it fearsthat hewould leaveit aone.
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Further she relises that none will be worthy of sincere
friendship, if one’s mind is otherwise disposed, and the reason
why themind whichisdesperately inlovewith her soul, always
thinksof thenoblevirtueof her husband that it will ultimately bring
disgraceif heisspokenill of.
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Most of the romantic novelswritten by our contemporary
writersbeginwiththeloveof thehero and heroineand after dedling
with the obstacles on their way, concludein thewinning of the
heroineby thehero or inthereconciliation of thehero and heroine,
But, inour practicd life, thisisthe beginning and not theend. As
amatter of fact, “people in love usually marry an idealised image
of each other and afterwardsthey haveto learntherea person
they have married”. The newly married couple must gradually
adapt their personditiesto each other and their menta lovehelps
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them with patience and understanding. Of these two, to be
coquettishisthenaturd ingtinct of thewifeand, likeal womenin
generd, shedesiresawaysto bepursued and conquered, but at
the same time, sheistoo contrarious or too shy to be able to
show it. Thistendency very often makestheloving coupletreat
each other with akind of cold reserve of sulkinessor petulence.
In thebeginning the sulkinessformed by theinnate desireof being
pursued intensifiesthe loveinthemind of thelovingwifeandthe
hushand and increasesthe pleasureof their physical union. Inthis
sulking mood, awife may be cold and a most antagoni stic but she
can be thawed by the skilful art of love making. Valluvar, we
know, isdead againgt entertaining any kind of hotility evenina
playful mood. He therefore examines the properiety of this
petul ance and pronounces hisopinion. He comparesthisto the
seasoning of food with salt. Just as adequate seasoning renders
thefood very palatable and any excess compl etely spoilsit, so
asothesulkinessonthe part of thewife, if prolonged defeatsits
purpose and perhaps|eadsto danger.
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Ontheother hand theintelligent husband isfully aware of
thisfemininetrait of coquettishnessanditshealthy reactioninhis
heart. When sheisadamant in her caustic sulkiness, he appraises
her that itisworthy of theexcellence of the nobeequalitiesof the
far-sexingenerd.
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On hearing thesewords she gets frightened that thewould
neglect her to droop without installing the sweet thrill of joy by is
warm embrace. Shegivesvent to her feelingsthat theleaving
carelesdy of thelove of sulkingladiesto languish isnothing but
cutting away thetender root of an already withering creeper.
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Asloveand hatred areclosdly dlied, peoplewho have been
inlovetendtoflareup over trifles. Jealousy dsoplaysanequa
partindisturbingthepleasureof theyoung couple. Every friendship
not only with the other sex isregarded with suspicion; every word
and action ismisinterpreted. On account of these groundless
suspicion, jealousy and hatred, if any word or deed givesroom,
driveher to think that her husband isnot faithful and responsive.
Shebecomes nervy and emotiona and feelshersdlf that her pride
and self-esteemarehurt andinsulted. Inthecauseof young couple
bound by pure and sincerelovethisfal se suspicion, groundless
jealousy and affected hatred help to prolong the congenial
amosphereto their sex life. When the husband approaches her
earnestly, sheisinfluenced by these love noruishing jeal ousy,
suspi cion and misunderstanding and refuses hiswarm embrace.
She says that his broad chest is looked at covetously by the
womenfolk and therefore she cannot suffer herself to hisarms.
Oneday she picked up agroundless quarrel and wasresolutein
her silence. With aview to break her silence and reserve, he
voluntarily aroused in himself a sneeze. Immediately she
pronounced “long life to you”. Thisincident is narrated briefly
withdl theliterary embellishmentsin the coupl t.
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Ontheother hand, the youngloving husband ismored oquent
in describing her petulant words and behaviour. Once heplucked
some blossoming beautiful flowersfrom the branches of atree
and adorned thetressesof her hair; but, instead of being pleased,
sheburst out in anger and said that he purposely did thisto show
thisskill in adornment of flowersto someother lady inlovewith
him.
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In another couplet, he saysthat when he sneezed, she, as
usud , wished himlong lifeand in the next moment, she changed
her mind and cried bitterly requesting him to say astowho his
lady friend waswhose thought gaveriseto thissneeze.
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Here a genuine doubt may arise as to the disconcerting
tendency of picking up groundlessquarrelsinthemindsof love-
bound househol dersand may create an unhea thy atmosphereand
impair the proper discharge of the domestic duties; but practical
experiencehasprovedit otherwise. It hasenriched the pleasures
of love, theultimatefruit of setting up apeaceful family. It must be
clearly understood that thetemporary pleasant misunderstandings
and mock-quarrelsoccuring in the sexual lifetend to tamethe
latent animal spirit which showsitsugly head, whenthemale
individua gets heated with violent feelings of passion. Thisis
beautifully substantiated in acouplet intheform of areply of a
young wifeto her companion who objectsto her teasing attitude
of unwarranted petulance. She states that even though her
husband isentirely freefrom any fault, the petulanceon her partis
capable of exposing thetrue nature of hisloveon her.
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Her companionispersstent in pointing out thet by her petulant
attitudetowardsher loving husband, hatred whichisaliedtolove,
may of courseenter in hismind, and however smalerinmeasure,
itwill mar thefreeflow of hiscompassion. Thewife acceptsthe
truth of the statement of her friend but excuseshersalf saying that
though her frequent sulking disturbshislove, it riseshighinthe
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eseemof lovers. But a thesametimeshereteratesher conviction
of thepetulancein her behaviour before her husband that thereis
akind of pleasurein theshort severancefrom hissweet embrace.
even though he does not deserveto betreated so.
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She further says that, in taking food, to see what was
esten hasbeen digested well ispleasant; smilarly, inlove, wantonly
picking up groundlessquarrelsismore pleasurablethanthe erotic
embracewhichisultimate.
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These love quarrels make love enjoyable and the love
subsequently makestheir physica union sublime.
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Thuswe cometo the conclusion that sublimationisthesole
object and purpose of both the psychical harmony and physica
union of the huband and wifeof anidea family, thefundamenta
unit of the human society.

Gentlemen,

By way of concluding my speech, | feel itismy legitimate
duty now to dispel the erroneousdoubt caused by some scholars
by pronouncing very delliberately that Thiruvalluvar hasonly
trandlated the Kama Sutra of Vatsayana. We know of course
that one of the old commentatorsof Kural, Parimelalagar, isa
great scholar in Sanskritandif itisafact, hewould have certainly
mentioned thisin hisintroductionto Kamathupd ashehasreferred
to the Sanskrit works of thefamousking Bhoja. But | do admit
that the absence of any referenceto Vatsayanacannot beasound
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reasontoreect their view. | thereforebegto bepermittedtogive
abrief summary of the content of the Kama Sutraof Vatsyanafor
favour of your kind and fair judgement.

Vatsayana’s Kama Sutra consists of seven chapters called
Adhikaranas, namely, Sadharana, Samprayogika, Kanya
Samprayuktaka, Bharyadhikarika, Paradarika, Vaisika and
Oupanishadha

In the SadharanaAdhikarana, there are seven prakaranas
or topics, thefirst of whichishbut abrief sketch of thebook just as
wefind chapterslike PrachnaMalain someof the Bashyamsin
Sanskrit. Theacquisition of Trivarga(Dharma, Artha, Kama)
and anaccount of loresaregiven inthe succeedingtwo Prakaranas.
A clear description of thevariousqualitiesof agallant gentleman
and thoseof hisfriendsand messengerswho go between him
and hismistressisgiven in thelast two prakaranas, Nagaraka
Vruttam and Nayaga SahyaDutikarmaVimarsa.

The second adhikarana called Samprayogika deals with
sexud union under seventeen topics such asembracing, kissing,
gentlescratching, mild biting. Samvesana(Cohabitation) andthe
variousformsof coition. Here. Vatsayanagoesto the extent of
enunciating certain rulesfor the commencement and termination
of coitus, and treatsabout love-quarrel (PranayaKaahah) which
breaksout at the height of ecstasy.

In the Kanya Samprayuktaka adhikarana, choosing of the
brides, confirmation of the marital alliance, winning of the
confidenceof thebride, indication of thephysica manifestation of
the psychic emotions. Solo-efforts, acceptance of the bride by
necessary meansand thedifferent kinds of marriages arediscussed
indetail.

The fourth adhikarana describes the various duties and
conduct of the loyal wife during her conjugal state and the
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separation from her husband, the duties of thefirst and the second
wives, thoseof there-married virginwidow (Punarbhu Vrutham)
and thoseof an unlucky wifeand theinmates of theharem (Antah
purikam). It ison thisaccount, this adhikaranais entitled as
Bharyadhi Karika.

Thefifth section, Paradharaika, ded swith the different good
gualities of men and women, causes for dislike of each other,
people who succeed in seducing others’ wives, women, who are
eadly seduced, meansby which theacquai ntance of other women
aremade, testing of their mentd attitude, dutiesof the messengers,
lovetowardswomenin higher status (isvaraKamitam) and the
protection of one’s wife from being seduced.

Thesixth adikaranaon Vaisika (Harlots) consists of nine
prakaranas. they are(1) consideration of friendsbothfit and unfit
and causes for their approach (sahaya gamya gamya gamana
karanachintha) (2) winning over thefit (gamyopaVarttanam), (3)
gratification of thelover (Kanthanu Varttanam) (4) waysand means
for earning money (arthagamyopayah) (5) attitude towardsthe
displeased (vrakta prathipathih), (6) methods of expulsion
(Nishkasanaprakarah), (7) re-union with the expelled person
(visirnaprathisanthanam) (8) specid advantages (LabaViseshah)
and (9) Judging of the advantagesand di sadvantages, consequencs
and doubts (Arthanarthana bandha conisayaVicharach) and the
specid harlots(VesyaViseshah).

The seventh and the last adhikarana, Oupanishadha, dedls
with some secret formulasunder six headings, namely (1) recipes
for making one charming (Subhagangankaranam) (2) means of
making onsdf attractive (Vas karanam), (3) recipeson stimulants
(Vrushyayogan), (4) revival of lost love (Nashtaraga pratya
nayanam), (5) meansfor development (vrudhi vidhayah) and (6)
strangerecipes(Chitrayogah).
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A cursory reading of the topics and the contents of Kama
Sutracited aboveand asuperficid comparisionwith the contents
of the Kamatthu Pal of Kura will exposeto youthefalacy of the
argument and the falsity of the statement that Tiruvalluvar’s
Kamathu Pal is a translation of Vatsayana’s Kama Sutra. On the
other hand it must be clearly understood that Tiruvalluvar’s
treatment of Kamatthu Pl in Tirukura iscompletely origind and
the thoughts and ideas found in it are expressed purely in
accourdance with the indigenous spirit and concept of the
Tamilians. Tiruvaluvar isprecisay psychologica and entirely free
fromthevulgar and indecent sexulitesuch asfoundin other books
dedingwith sex.

Itisagreat misfortunefor the Tamilsto haveintheir midst
some scholarswho in the name of research dare not hesitateto
misrepresent things and utter falsehood to impress both the
unlettered people of the Tamil land and theinfluentia non-tamils
that nothingisorigina inTamil. That day isfast pproachingwhen
thepoalitical, socid, economic, cultura and lierary history will be
brought tolight and thefd seattempt to b ittletheculturd eminence
of theTamilswill befrustrated. Thanksto theardent love being
evinced towards the study of Kural, people are becoming
enlightened. Thanks. LongliveTiruvaluvar.
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