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FOREWORD
K. RAMALINGANAR, mA.

The life history of Thiru. V. Tiruvarangam Pillai, entitled
‘Arangar’ 1s a valuable addition to the very few biographical works
in Tamil. Tiruvarangam, shortened as ‘Arangar’, in this book,
impressed me as a man of action, when I used to meet him now and
then at Madras, before 1938. The love and reverance I had for the
venerable Maraimalai Adigal and the fact that Tiruvarangam Pillai
became the beloved Son-in-law of that great savant endeared
Arangar to me.

In 1938, I was posted to Palayamcottai as Municipal
Commissioner and Tiruvarangam Pillai became a close acquaitance
of mine. The acquaitance grew into friendship and gradually into
fraternity. We used to meet each other frequently. During my visits
to his house, his spouse Neelambigai Tiruvarangam and his aged
mother Sundaram were hospitable to me.

Tiruvarangam Pillai made his appearance outside dressed in a
‘dhoti’ with coat on and an upper garment over the latter. The coat
had huge pockets bulging with all sorts of useful scripts and
documents collected from knowledgeable persons and scholars of
merit, whom he met while on his literary pursuits. I had never seen
the pockets empty. When once he visited me in my house, I showed
him the notebook in which I had copied my poems. He read them
with avidity and expressed a desire to take the notebook with him
so that the poems could be printed and published.

From my personal contacts with him and the impressions I
gained therefrom, I can vouchsafe that a true and graphical account
of his personality has been portrayed in this biography. Tiruvarangam
Pillai’s passion for work cannot be better expressed effectively than
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what has been rendered by the biographer in the book under review.
Irrespective of the venue of his activity-Tuticorin or Colombo,
Madras or Tirunelveli-and avocation-clerk or partner of a company
or an orginator and promoter of the South India Saiva Siddhanta
Works Publishing Soceity, he deployed the same fervor.

The diction employed by the author in this biography is so
attractive and the style classical, that I could brook no interruption,
while absorbed in reading it. The language is chaste and rythmic and
at the sametime strong and powerful depicting how Tiruvarangam
Pillai met the arguments of those who opposed him, baffling them.

Arangar, as Tiruvarangam Pillai is affectionately called in this
book, was undaunted, while not only those who differed from him
generally, but also those, supposed to be close to him, picked holes
in the performance of his duties relating to the Saiva Siddhanta Works
Publishing Soceity. He was sure of his ground. There was nothing
wrong or out of the way in what he did, but the defects attributed to
his work were either baseless or invented by the jealous of him or
due to faulty understanding and misinformation. He stood like a rock
against odds and but for him, the South India Saiva Siddhanta Works
Publishing Soceity would not have grown to such dimensional
proportion, as it is today.

Arangar held strong views on the question of speaking and
writing chaste Tamil, avoiding induction of words from Sanskrit and
other languages into Tamil. He felt perfectly convinced that the Tamil
language not only lost its natural form and charm by such an
admixture, but also that such dilution of the language had given room
for the false notion that Tamil was derived from Sanskrit. The dilution
had paved the way for Kannada, Telugu, Malayalam and Tulu to
break away from it as separate entities. Had not Sanskrit words
forged their way into Tamil, these languages would not have sprung
up and the South would be speaking one language today. He was
not worried by the bogey of those, dubbing persons advocating the
use of chaste Tamil as ‘Puritanic.” Himself a firm believer in the use
of pure Tamil and an advocate of the same, his devotion to the
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venerable Maraimalai Adigal and his marital relationship as the
consort of his daughter Tirumathi Neelambigai Ammaiyar, made him
more staunch in this respect.

One of the noteworthy achievements to his credit was the
shaping of his younger brother Subbiah Pillai in his mould, the future
Managing Director of the Publishing Soceity, which owes its superb
and enviable position in the book publishing field to him. Arangar, a
hard Taskmaster given a rigid training to his brother in the ways and
methods of developing this publishing house. Subbiah Pillai, in turn,
proved worthy of the confidence and brought name and fame to the
Soceity by his strenuous efforts. He made it hum with activity and
stands as monument to the memory of his brother ‘Arangar’.

The biographer deserves to be feliciated for the masterly way
in which he has mobilised almost all the important facts of Arangar’s
life and marshalled them in logical sequence, using forceful and
inimitable language with flourish and fragrance. Even those evincing
not much interest in the book as a biography, would get fascinated
to read and re-read it for sheer enjoyment and the wonderful way in
which the biographer had woven his fabric in beautiful prose.
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