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The Legend of Ponnivala
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A LONELY
SISTER
LIVES IN HER
FAMILY
PALACE WITH
TWO
BROTHEES
WHO SPEND
ALL THEIR
TIME AwAY ON
ADVENTURES-
LONELY, SHE
REQUESTS
THAT THEY
BRING HEE A
PARROT FOR
COMPANY -
THE
BROTHERS
AGREE AND
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Two Swords Blessed

WE FINALLY MADE A HAED
DECISION AND &OT EID OF THAT
LOUSY CHOLA KINE! HE WAS A WEAK
MONARLCH, AND FULL OF DECEIT! HE
EESCETED TO MANY TEICKS TC TEY
AND KILL us!

AND WE DID
AWAY WITH THOSE
COWARDLY CLANSMEN!
THEY THOUGHT THAT
CONCEITED CHOLA
wWouLD PROTELT ettt
<y SR
\ TN

GOODNESS WE 6OT
RID OF THEM! NOw,
HOPEFULLY, WE CAN
BULE PONNIVALA IN




The Legend of Ponnivala

IT IS A&00D TIME. THE FIELDS AEE FEETILE, AND PEACE HAS
ONCE AZAIN SETTLED OVERE THE LAND OF PONNIVALA. IN THE |

PONNIVALA PALACE TANGAL, THE SISTER OF THE TWo BULING
KINEGS, IS ASLEEF AND DEEAMING IN HEE SWINZ, AS USUAL-- |
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Two Swords Blessed

LORDS, YOUR %
YOU CAN'T < SISTER HAS ASKED

BEAT THAT, ! FOE YOoU.

WHY DID

DEAE SISTEER- K You CALL FOR
WHAT IS WRONG? A = -\

I wWouLD
LIKE TWE PAERROTS
FOR COMPANY. AND I
KNOW JUST THE

OH BROTHERS! T
SPEND S& MANY HOURS
ALONE IN THE PALACE-

I AM SO LONELY!

WY




The Legend of Ponnivala

AT THE EDGE OF VIEAPPUR, THEEE IS A PLACE CALLED
VELLIYANKIRI- THERE IS AN IRRIGATION TANK THERE,
AND NEXT T2 IT, A HUGE BANYAN TREE!

A MALE AND FEMALE PAERECT LIVE IN THE BANYAN
TEEE THEEE- IF YoU BEIN& ME THESE BIEBDS, THEY
WILL SING EVER S© BEAUTIFULLY IN OUR PALACE!
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BUT SISTER, THAT
LAND BELONGS TO THE ,
VETTUVA KING! CAN'T YOU ASK FOR
SOME OTHER PARROTS? WHAT IS
SO SPECIAL ABOUT THOSE

ELDER BROTHERS,
THERE ARE MANY
PARROTS IN THE

WORLD. BUT THOSE
TWO PARROTS ONCE
NESTED IN OUR OWN
MOTHER'S NOSE,
DURING HER TWENTY-
OME YEARS OF
FEMAMCE AT THE GATES
OF SHIVA'S COUNCIL
CHAMBER.

YES, THERE ARE
TwWo THOUSAND COUNTRY
PARROTS ALSE LIVING IN
THAT TREE.-

SISTER, ARE THERE ANY
OTHER PARROTS LIVING IM
THAT BANYAN TREE?
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THEN HOW
| ARE WE TO KNOW
.“H: A WHICH PARROTS TO

LOOK FOR?

I wWiLL TELL YOU. THE BIRDS | WANT
; wIiLL HAVE FEATHEES MADE OF PEECICUS

A\ GEMS! YOU WILL KNOW THESE PARROTS BY
> THEIR STRIKING BEAUTY!
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BUT SISTER, I D& NOT
FEEL RIGHT TAKING THESE
BIRDS FROM THE VETTUVAS!

W/ 1]

|

ELDER BROTHEERE,
DO NOT WOREY-

EVEN THOUSH THESE
BIEDS LIVE &N VETTUVA LAND,
THEY CAME T& EAETH FROM HEAVEN-
THEY DO NOT BELONG TE THE VETTUVA
KING — THEY BELONG TO THE
&GODS THEMSELVES!
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WE WILL HAVE TO HAVE A
SPECIAL NET MADE T& CATCH THOSE

\ PARROTS. BUT WHAT SHOULD THE NET J

BE MADE OF 7

OH BEOTHEES,
IT WoULD BE BEST IF THE
NET WAS MADE &UT OF

[ -'I.i'-'

L T L LS

7 G~ aLrIGHT SISTER. WE
N a) W SHALL HAVE A NET MADE OF FINE
— .l-'-.t_.*..:,._:-s' ALY N IRON WIRES, AND CATCH THOSE

PARROTS FOR You!




Two Swords Blessed
THE BELTHEES LEAVE T2 FIND SHAMBUSA, THEIER ASSISTANT -

HEY, SHAMBUGA ! L K :
TANGAL HAS &IVEN US AN SHE WANTS US
ENORMOUS TASK! TO CATAH Two SPECIAL
PARROTS LIVING
ON VETTUVA LAND.

BUT IN OBRDERE T&
CAFTURE THE BIEDS, WE EISK
\ STAETING A QUAEREEL. WITH THE
"i| VETTUVAS!..
iy J*ﬁ :,__I___:;.,!'ps=|n_u1
l:_::l |F='

; DON'T YOU REMEMBER
WHAT YOUR OWN MOTHER AND FATHER
TOLD YOU? THEY SAID You MUST &IVE

YOUR SISTER l::r\gél;llhl& SHE ASKS

SHAMBUSA TRAVELS TO
THE NEARBY VILLAGE OF
TANGAVALA AND
RETRIEVES THE ARTISANS.

7 OK, SHAMBUGA! WE
M./ NEED A NET MADE OF IRON.
Rl ©o AND GET SOME ARTISANS
BN\ FROM TANGAVALA AND

BRING THEM HERE!
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AETISANS, WE NEED YOUR
HELP! WE WANT YOU T& BUILD US A
HUSE IRON NET. WE WiLL THROW IT OVER
A GREAT BANYAN TREE TO CATCH
SOME PARROTS.

/I WiLL SHOW
YOoUu OUR STOEE OF

HERE IS THE IRON WE -/ YOU MAY USE THIS
HAVE KEPT READY. YOoU MAY COURTYARD AS A
USE ALL You NEED- WORKSHOP -
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ET fﬁﬂ”& WORK VERY HARD. BUT EVERY TIME THEY TRY T&
TCH THE IRON INTO WIRE, THE BRITTLE METAL SNAPS!
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[

LORDS, WE

CANNOT MAKE WIRE

FROM THIS IRON. WE

NEED BETTER RAW
MATERIAL ! N

5 .-_::: ,___,_,\# — - ; k 5 L |f
y A SHAMB UGA !

THE AERTISANS CANNOT MAKE
a WIRBE FROM THIS IRON! THEY
" i - B NEED BETTERE QUALITY
— sSTOCK!

 OHKING! WHEN T WAS
TRAVELLING THROUSH VIRAPPLR
ONE DAY, T AW THEY HAD A STASH
GOOD QUALITY IRON FROM SOME
FOREIGN PLACE KEPT THERE. THEY
USED IT TO BUILD A TEMPLE FOR
THEIR GODDESS KARUKALIL.

o

YES; AND I HEAED
THEEE WERE SEVEN CAETLOADS
LEFTOVER FEOM THAT BUILDING
PROJECT!

<

I WiLL &2 AND SEE IF THE 3
IREN IS STILL STORED BEHIND THE OK, SEE WHAT
TEMPLE. T'LL FIND SOME WAY TO YOU CAN DO! HERE! ENJOY A
GET IT! HUNDRED OUNLES OF COUNTRY
Lieuor!

W i

SHAMBUGA TIES A TURBAN AROUND HIS HEAD, THEN
TAKES OFF TOWARD THE VILLAGE OF VIRAPFUR.-

13
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FINALLY HE AREIVES AT THE PALACE OF
VIRAPPUR, THE HOME OF THE VETTUVA KINGS!

AT LON& LAST! IVE
REACHED THE HOME OF
THOSE HUNTEER
OVERLORDS!
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TWO MAIDS SEE SHAMBUGA COMING- ONE
FAINTS AT THE SIGHT OF THIS HUGE MESSENEGER!

WON'T BEAT You
UP! GO ASK HIM
) WHO HE 18!
OH LADY, THERE

IS A FRIGHTENING MAN

STANDING AT THE FRONT
GATE!

------ OH MAN! WHO ARE YOU?
WHY ARE YOU HERE?
" LADIES, T AM A WATCHMEN

‘
FOR THE KINGS OF PONMIVALA. T

'-._.-
v \Y} g
CAME TO SPEAK TO YOUR CHASTE ) N/
PRINCESS. PLEASE ASK HER TO lfl \ A m
COME AND TALK WITH ME ! foa—
o g i

15
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THE MAIDS BETURN T2 THEIR PEINCESS TO DELIVER THE MESSASE-

MY LADY, THE
MAN WISHES T
SPEAK WITH YoU.- HE
BEINGS NEWS FROM
PONNIVALA!

WELLCOME,
WATCHMAN.-

WHAT NEWS
HAVE YoU BROUGHT
ME?

IT HAS BAINED WELL
IN POMNNIVALA-. WE ARE
ABOUT TO PLOUGH CUR
FIELDS, BUT NEED T2 MAKE
SOME METAL TIPS FORE
THE PLOUGHS.-
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WHY TALK TO ME?
WE VETTUVAS ARE PROUD
HUNTEES, WE HAVE N&
PLOUGHS!

WE WERE HOPING
TO BORROW SOME OF
YOUR FOREIGN IRON, WHILE
WE AWAIT A SHIPMENT OF
OUR OWN-

WHY WoUuLD WE &IVE You
OUR IRON? YOU GOUNDER
FARMERES ARE OUR
ENEMIES!

.....
"
L

V74

F i -
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Pyt e ;
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I WE WILL GIVE IT BACK AS s\ VJ{
SOON AS OUR OWN SHIPMENT COMES IN! \ A IA Gea
WE ONLY WANT TO BORROW IT FORA & i
LITTLE WHILE!

5

=

VANV

N /!

T CAN'T MAKE THIS DECISION
ON MY OWN. T WiLL ASK MY
BROTHERS ABOUT THIS.

SO THE VETTLWVA FERINCESS SET
OFF IN SEAECH OF HEE BEOTHEES.-

[\

17
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A WATCHMAN FROM
PONNIVALA HAS COMING
ASKING TO BORROW

BUT HOW WILL WE e’ THEY HAVE
GET IT BACK? THOSE . PROMISED TO
FAEMERS ARE EETURN IT ONCE THEIR
SCOUNDRELS! A7\, OWN SHIPMENT OF
] IRON ARERIVES.-

THEY NEED
IT FOR PLOUSH
TIPS-

THOSE GOUNDERS

WILL NOT EVEN ACCEPT FOOD
FROM US! HOW CAN WE TRUST
THEM?

THE MAN SEEMS HONEST -
I WILL TAKE RESPONSIBILITY
FOR THIS-

oK, DO AS YOU PLEASE. BUT IF
THE IERSN IS NOT RETURNED, YoU WILL BE
BLAMED!
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OH HUGE MAN,; MY
BROTHERS HAVE BREFUSED TO
LEND IEON T2 PONNIVALA- THEY
SAY YOU AEE UNTEUSTWEETHY-
THEY THINK THE IRON WILL NOT
BE RETURNED!

R

e e

©OH FINE LADY!

SOFTEN YOUR HEART! I
PEROMISE THE IRON WILL BE
EETUERNED AS SOON AS MY TwWo
FARMEE LOEDS RECEIVE
THEIR &WN SHIPMENT!

xff!tiir

J a
-"i

7anu|: \

Ok, T WILL AGREE TO
LEND THE IRON TS YOoU ON
ONE CONDITION — IT MUST BE
RETURNED WITHIN THREE DAYS!
Now GO AND GET YOUR CAET,
AND TAKE OMLY WHAT

YOoU NEED!

OH LADY,
THANK YoU.

19
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BUT SHAMBUSA DOES NOT 0 TO GET A CART- HE GOES IMMEDIATELY o,

HEY, WATCHMANM!
WHAT ARE YOU DOING? WHY ARE
YOU TYING ALL- THE |IRON
TOGETHER?

BUT SHAMBUGA @UICKLY THINKS OF AN EXCUSE... P -
: T

t [ _' i
4
& OH CHASTE LADY! = =
IRON SO THAT I CAN IT AND LEAVE!
EETURN THE EXACLT ; COME BACK

PX AMOUNT! TOMORROW WITH
ETJ'M N e
A% i '—-——‘-‘_‘—

-~ i SHAMBUGA'S WORDS HAVE CONVINCED
' el +/ THE LADY, AND SHE LEAVES-
A T : 8 v Ty

T T
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BUT SHAMBUGA DOES NOT LEAVE. INSTEAD,
HE BE&ZINS To PRAY TO LORD VISHNU-

OH VISHNU! ©OH TRUTHFUL
SPEAKER WHO CARRIES A CONCH! IF I
WAS TRULY BORN OF A GOD'S BOON, LET

TOP OF A PALM TREE AND SETTLE
GENTLY ON MY HEAD!

V.-'SHHU,« WATCHING FEOM HIS SEAT ON HIS COBRA -

COUCH, HEARS SHAMBUGA'S WORDS. ..

)

& ':aﬁ,

---AND SUDDENLY, THE BUNDLE OF IRON BESINS TO RISE INTLO THE AlR!

W --c=====

" v P

- = |
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SHANKAR HEARS THE SOUND OF SHAMBUGA'S ARRNMAL, AND
COMES OUT TO MEET HIM. HE SEES HIS ASSISTANT CAEEYING
THE HUSE BUNDLE OF IEON, AND IS VERY CURIOUS.-

e " SHAMBUGA! HOW
DID YOU BUNDLE 80 MUEH

IRON INTO JUST ONE HEAD
LOAD?

® i =

L]

OH LORD, THE VETTUVAS
WANTED ME TO COME BACK FOR THE IRON
WITH A CART TOMORROW. BUT I FEARED THEY
WOULD CHANGE THEIR MIND, SO T FOUND A WAY
i TO CARRY IT HERE RIGHT AWAY.

-

O T —

;ﬂ 2L

THEEE CAN BE N& OTHEE
ASSISTANT LIKE YU IN THE WHELE
wWoRLD!

SHANKAR IS IMPRESSED BY SHAMBUGA'S FEAT.

23
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HERE |5
YOUR FOREIGN EINALLY THE

IRON! ARTISANS CAN
- BEGIN TO MAKE
THE NET! SHANKAR
BEINGS THE IRON
TO THE ARTISANS.
THEN HE EXPLAINS
WHAT IS NEEDED-

STAET N THE NET RBIGHT
AwAY! IT MUST HAVE A THOUSAND
INTERWOVEN STRANDS SO THAT THE
PAREROTS WILL NOT ESCAFPE FEOM
THE TOP!

AND [T
- MUST HAVE A
THOUSAND STEANDS MORE
ON THE SIDES! THOSE
FPAREOTS CANNOT BE
ALLOWED T GET
AwAY!

1 THE ARTISANS BEGIN THEIR WEORK WITH THE NEW IRON.-
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IT IS FINE WORK. THE ABRTISANS CBAFT THEIR NET WITH GREAT CARE-

TO HELP SPEED THE WORK ALONG, VISHNU SENDS DOWN
A BEAM OF LIGHT. THE LIGHT ILLUMINATES THE NET,
AND BEGINS FUSING THE IRON STEANDS TOGETHER.-
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ONCE THE NET IS COMPLETE, SHANKAE, THE YOUNGER OF
THE PONNIVALA KINGS, THINKS OF ANOCTHEE PEOBLEM.

—

T o
e

ONCE WE CATCH THE
FPAREOTS, HOW WILL WE GET
THEM HOME 7 WE MUST HAVE A
&GOLDEN CAGE MADE, TE CAEREY
THEM IN-

THAT IS A 620D IDEA,
BROTHER- LET'S GET THE
AERTISANS BACK AGAIN-

r ARTISANS, \
WE NEED YoU TO
MAKE A &OLDEN
CAGE.

SO THE ARTISANS SET TO WORK &N THEIR NEW TASK.
THEY CREATE A FINE &OLDEN CAGE THAT EXACTLY
MATCHES THE YOUNGER KING'S DESCRIPTION.
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THE AETISANS BEING THEIER
FINISHED WORK AND SHOW
IT TO THE KINGS-

" MAID! GO AND
GET A MEASURE OF
PEARLS.

LORDS, HERE IS
THE CA&GE YOU
REQUESTED!

MAID,
BRING THE
ARTISANS THEIR
PAYMENT !

",

‘H

ay =~ -
L AL

THE MAID RETURBNS WITH PEABLS AND POURS THEM
INTO THE ARTISAN'S SACK. THEY THEN LEAVE.

A

w
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SHAMBUGA! GO QUICKLY TO
THE FIFTY=5SIX REVENUE VILLAGES AND
ANNCUNCE THAT FEIDAY WE AEE GCOING ON A
PARRCOT HUNT! EACH HOUSEHOLD MUST
SEND &NE MAN - -

o

SHAMBUGA ENTERS THE NEIGHBOURING VILLAGES,
BANGING HIS DRUM- EVERYONE KNOWS HE HAS COME.-

’ Bl on!
S 0 WHAT IS THAT
[QERE=— SOUND?

HEY! MEN! ON
FRIDAY, YOU MUST COME WE ARE GOING ON
TO THE GANESH TEMPLE ! A PARROT HUNT!
ONE MAN FROM EACH :
EAMILY!




SHE SHOULD BE THE
ONE T& HAND SUR
WEAPCONS T US-

Two Swords Blessed

ON THE DAY OF THE HUNT,
SHAMBUSA READIES THE
HORSES, AND THE TWIN KIN&S
EBEADY THEMSELVES.

[ S N . A, . |
N (N N N N N N (N N N N N

OH ELDER BROTHER,
DON'T YOU THINK OUR CHASTE
SISTER SHOULD BLESS OUR
SWORDS BEFORE WE GO7

GOOD IDEA,
BROTHER. LET'S cALL
TANGAL AND ASK. HER TO
DO THIS FOR US.
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£H SISTER! COME AND LIFT UP
OUR SWORDS! BLESS THEM AND
THEN HAND THEM T& US!

OH LOVELY
SISTER! TANGAL.!
WHY ARE YOU
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== OH BROTHERS! I ASKED You
TO CATCH ME THOSE TWO PARROTS
' WITHOUT THINKING ABOUT THE
SN CONSEQUENCES. I DO NOT WANT
o ANY PARROTS!

WHAT D& vou
MEAN?

VIRATANGAL, THE CHASTE VETTUVA PRINCESS,
HAS ORDERED FIVE THOUSAND TIGERS AND
£ FIVE THOUSAND COBRAS TO GUARD THOSE
] TWO PARROTS! OH BROTHERS, DO NOT &0!
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.45 — b

DO YOU HEAR &
THAT, ELDER
BROTHER?

1

5 SHE ASKED FOR PAREROTS

FROM THE GODS' COUNCIL CHAMBER, AND
NOw WHEN ALL THE MEN FROM THE REVENUE
VILLASES ARE HERE, EIHE CHANGES HER
MIND:

IF THE EESIDENT SOLDIEES HEAE

ABOUT THIS, WE WILL BE SHAMED AND

DISHONORED! WE WILL BE RUINED, AND WILL ) |
HAVE TO DIE! AN TANGAL REALLY REFUSE

TO BLESS OUR SWORDSY )

i !

o

] ||’]I Al e

T EFETRAs T maa
]
=z
e Feir e e

STsTSISTs
o) el

" o FETT )
—

r-) fla

OH BROTHERS! T MUST
THINK ONLY OF YOUR SAFETY! 7
THEREFORE I WILL AGREETO J 48 “u [l
BLESS YOUR SWORDS- o/ 4 o So 1)

' T - o r————————
4[| vivavavavava

L
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TANGAL GOES TO THE WORKSHOP WHERE THE
SWOEDS ARE KEPT. SHE PERAYS T2 VISHNU.

»»»»»

OH GREAT VISHNU! mY ELDER
BEOTHEES AEE &GOING TO CATCH TwWo
FAEECTS FOE ME-

TO QUIET MY
FEARS ABOUT THIS
MISSION, PLEASE LET
THEIR SWORDS FLY
DIRECTLY Tf:\d ARDS
ME!

_//\*\ s

MAGICALLY;
THE SWOREDS
FLY RIGHT
INTO
TANGAL'S
HANDS !

22
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OH BROTHERS! — :
ACCEPT YOUR SWORDS WITH WE SHALL BE

MY BLESSINGS! ¢ BACK TOMORROW

5 MORNING ! R

THE TWIN KINGS OF PONNIVALA
WILL SOON BE ON VETTUVA
SOIL- WILL THE TWE LLEDS
SUCCEED WITH THIS DANGEROUS
MISSIONZ HOW WILL THEY BE
ABLE TO DEFEAT FIVE THOUSAND
TIGERS AND FIVE THOUSAND
COBEAST AND WHAT WiLL THE
VETTUVAS THINK WHEN THEY
BEALIZE THAT THEIE LON& TIME
BIVALS HAVE STOLEN LOVELY
BIRDS FROM THEIR LANDS?
WILL THIS EXPEDITION AND ITS
EXPELTED BOOTY BE WOETH
THE CONSERUENCES?




The Importance of The Legend of Ponnivala

This is an ancient epicpstemming from along tradition of lecal village storytelling
and paséed down‘as a Tively oral tradition. Its roots can be tfaced back to-medieval
times, well before the comingof the British'to India. Its €ontent was memorized
by bards who first'spent many years as apprentices: They Jearned from more
expérienced singers, eventually become leaders themselyes, ‘gaining the respect
and even adulation of whele villages 6f eager listerters.

The primnary source forthis néw -compressed retelling is a tape recording made in 1965 over 18
consecitive nights in a village where'music and song were still the primary means of after dark
entertainment: At that time, electricity was scarce in the region and there were no televisions,
comptiters, or CD players. Skilled bards provided the village entertainment, and served as the
area’s history teachers. They shaped the local understanding of the past by telling stories.

For the first time the Legend of Ponnivala is presented here as a connected chain of 26 short
episodes. These sequential tales describe the rich past of Kongunadu through a chain of events
that impact one local family. Its heroes and heroines are farmers who live in this specific cultural
and geographic region. The larger Legend covers a period of roughly six centuries of South
Indian medieval history. As a story it compresses what is known into three generations.
Basically, the life of the grandfather covers the period from 1.000 to 1.200 CE, the father’s
adventures represent the events between 1,200 CE and 1.400, while the experiences of the sons
match local events occurring between 1,400 CE and 1,600 CE. This is a story rich in cultural and
sociological detail. Several events parallel real social upheavals documented by contemporary
historical accounts.

The Legend of Ponnivala also presents a simplified template for a much larger idea - that all
life is eyclical. A basic concept that underlies folk Hinduism is that cosmic rhythms move in
great cycles. Each begins with the creation of a good age. Subsequently, various acts of human
selfishness cause deterioration. After a considerable period, such a cycle must end, often helped
by divine intervention. Via their deputies or incarnations, these deities kill all that is evil,
washing and cleansing the earth and then setting in motion a new era. Our series presents a
genuine folk model of how cosmic energies work.In a sense it tries to
de&gc the very nature of human life on earth!

-y ‘

yu For website extras such as character details and name
: and place pronunciations unique to this graphic novel
please visit the webpagr—.- below:



In the Beginning 14. The Temple Secret
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