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The Legend of Ponnivala

INDEPENDANCE WEN
SERIES 2 LOMIC &

A NEIGHBOR ING
MONARCH
DEMANDS TRIBUTE
FROM
PONNIVALA'S TWO
RULERS, BUT
ONLY ONE
BROTHEE IS
wWILLING TE PAY
UP. WHEN HE
ARRIVES WITH THE
REQUIRED &IFTS
HE IS JAILED IN A
MOVE DESIGNED

TO FORLE THE S - b - BENSL: T S—
OTHER BROTHER e B - 5 8 B A A & 2 AEEER
TO APPEAR- WHEN Rht'Z /

THIS BROTHER
DOES ARRIVE, THE
CUNNING KING
TRIES MANY MORE
TRICKS.
' OVERTHROW HIM IN
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Independence Won

THOSE TWIN — ‘
BULERS OF PONNIVALA \
HAVE NEGLELCTED TO PAY :
TRIBUTE T& ME SINCE THE
DEATH OF THEIR
PARENTS!

AND NOwW I HEAR
THAT THEY HAVE BEATEN
THEIR OWN CLANSMEN
HORRIBLY!

I MUST TEACH THOSE VIOLENT MEN
A LESSON! WHEN THEY COME TO PAY ME
TRIBUTE, I WILL HAVE A SURPRISE IN
STORE FOR THEM!




The Legend of Ponnivala

THE CLANSMEN OF THE PONNIVALA BROTHERS HAVE FLED TO THE CHOLA
KING SEEKING REFUSE- THEY ALSO SEEK REVENGE.- THE MONARCH'S
MIND 1S MADE UP- HE BELIEVES THE STORY THE BEFUGEES TELL HIM-

OH GREAT CHOLA KING,
THE SILHOUETTE OF THE
ELDER PONNIVALA BROTHER
HAS BEEN SPOTTED ON THE

HE MUST BE
PUNISHED FOR FAILING TO
A PAY TRIBUTE TO You!

" ARRIVES, T WILL HAVE
HIM THROWN IN THE
DUNGEON STRAIGHT




Independence Won

PONNAR AND SHAMBUSA ARRIVE AT THE PALACE WITH THE TEIBUTE ...
1

HALT! WHAT BUSINESS DO
YOU HAVE WITH THE KIN&G 7

T HAVE COME TO

PAY PONNIVALA'S

TRIBUTE TO THE
CHOLA KING!

KING,
HERE IS THE
TEIBUTE You
HAVE ASKED

FoR!

PONNAR DEROPS TO HIS KNEES AD BEHAVES WITH GREAT RESPECT. BUT
THE CHOLA KING WILL NOT LISTEN. HE ALEEADY HAS A PLAN




The Legend of Ponnivala

WHEEE
IS THAT YOUNGEE
EULEE CF
PONNIVALAT

""" WHY HAS THE =!
TRIBUTE FROM PONNIVALA

NOT BEEN PAID SINCE THE
DEATH OF YOUR PARENTSY

WE DID NOT KNOW THAT
YOU REQUIRED TRIBUTE, OH
KING. NO MESSENGER EVER
CAME TO US TO ASK FOR
TRIBUTE.-




Independence Won

TSTITIIT it _‘Ei',l &

o, o A AS SOON AS

VAl ¢ / WE HEARD A TRIBUTE
. S = WAS REQUIRED, T

HURRIED HERE WITH THE
GIFTS YOU ASKED

YOU KNOW HOW TO BEAT
YOUR CLANSMEN, BUT YOU DON'T
KNOW HOW TO PAY TEIBUTE T& YOUR

TAKE HIM T THE
DUNGEON! LET THE
FLIES AND BEETLES

EAT HIM!




- GOOD KING PONNAR IS TAKEN TO THE anam’s DUNGEON. ..

OH, TANGAL ---
WHE WILL LOOK AFTER
YOU, MY LITTLE SISTER?

. Alzzg
o

<d Iﬁ iuzz‘f

DEAR SISTER, IF I
DIE, YOoU ALONE ARE
TO PERFORM MY
FUNERAL RIGHTS-

A VISION OF HIS SISTEE APPEAES BEFLEE HIM, aur WFSKLYF@ES AWAY- .-




Independence Won

VISHNU, FROM HIS COBRA CcOUCH, HEARS PONNAR'S
FEAYEES, AND LEAVES FOE EARTH T2 HELF HIM.

OH LORD!
HELP ME!

DON'T
WoORRY, T WILL
TAKE CARE OF

EVERYTHING!




The Legend of Ponnivala

MEANWHILE, BACK AT THE
FPONNIVALA PALACE, TANZAL 1S
DEEAMING ON HEE SWING- - -

R,

SHE DEEAMS OF PONNAE IMPEISONED,
AND OF HEESELF ON A GOLDEN
CHARICT HEADED To HELP HIM.-

|
-i_.‘_:'.rrjl
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Independence Won
THE MAID FINDS SHANKAE IN THE PALACE AME EOOM. 5

| 4]

‘ i.. | ) ||
' . \ Y MY LORD,

YOUR SISTEE
WANTS TO SEE YoU
RIGHT AwAY!

-3

WHAT IS
WELONG,
SISTER?

y I FEAR THAT CHOLA ¢
' ~ KING HAS IMPRISONED oUR
T HAVE JUST '\ ' GENTLE BROTHEE :
HAD A HOREIBLE ) b" PONNAR!
DREAM! ¢ I

ORDERED SHAMBUGA
== TO WATCH THE HORSES -
A= SHAMBUGA KNOWS
NOTHING ABOUT THIS!
YOU MUST &0 AND
SAVE OUR
BROTHER!

HoW SAM THAT
. BE? TSN'T
) SHAMBU=A WITH
g LEAVE RIGHT
AwAY!




The Legend of Ponnivala

AND S0 SHANKAR MOUNTS HIS GREAT HORSE NILA  [TTeT =" i
AND RIDES OFF TOWARDS THE CHOLA KINSDOM. |5 o U8
i . e I 1 i
@

'I[III!i'lIlHH:I 'l!llllllllllrﬂ

¥  WHAT IS THAT
TERRIBLE SOUND?

ITIS THE
SECOND
BROTHER!

THE THUNDEERING OF THE HOESE'S
FOOTSTEPS ALEETS THE CLANSMEN. --

o

-

L

---AND THEY RUSH OFF T& WARN THE GREAT RULER!




Independence Won

THE CLANSMEN FIND THE CHOLA KING TEACHING HIS
SON ARCHERY. THEY @UICKLY &IVE HIM THE NEWS.-

THAT aNeRY
YOUNGEE BECTHEE FEOM
PONNIVALA 1S COMING !

HE IS THE ONE
THAT BEAT US!

KING'S POOE TEEATMENT OF PONNAE, HE WILL NOT BE
HAPPY! THE KING QUICKLY DEVISES A PLAN.-

FETCH THE
LDER BROTHER

FEOM THE

DUNGEON!

GIFTS! IF THAT
YOUNGER BROTHER
DISCOVERS WHAT T HAVE
DONE, HE WILL KILL




The Legend of Ponnivala

THE KING'S MEN &0 TO THE
DUNGEON AND FIND PONNAE THERE -

YOU ARE TO
COME WITH Us!




¥y l"*'l" S
R ¥ ( eADLY ABOUT YOUR STAY
AN I\ Heee wrH s

|/ TELL HIM T HAVE
TREATED YOU
WELL, AND GIVEN
YOU GIFTS!

P

i
F.';

THAT ANGEY YOUNGER

BEOTHEE OF YOURS IS
N, NOTHING BUT TROUBLE!




The Legend of Ponnivala

IF HE DISCOVERS
THE TRUTH,
IT WOULD BE A
DISASTER!

A LOT OF PEOPLE
COULD GET HURT-.-

o IF YOoUu TELL HIM
Rond  YOU WERE MISTREATED, T
) wWILL KILL YOU, YOUR
BROTHER, AND YOUR
SISTER!




Independence Won

SOON SHANKAE ARRIVES AT THE FALACE -
HE FINDS SHAMBUAGA AND IS VERY ANGEY.

—

SHAMBUGA,
WHAT ARE You
DOING?

)

YOU FOOL! WHILE
YOU HAVE BEEN SITTING
ARCUND DOING NOTHING, MY
BEOTHER HAS BEEN
IMPRISOMED BY THE CH2LA
KING!

—~

SHANKAR BEANDISHES HIS SWORD AT HIS ASSISTANT,
ENBAGED THAT HE HAS BEEN 52 NEGLIGENT -

17



The Legend of Ponnivala

"""""'""""ii-T'-:-aE.!;H;‘.ﬁh?m‘..;ﬂ.‘.ﬂ.‘" .
DONE WITH MY
BROTHERY

= e '
T T

I KNOW THAT

You IMPRISONED
HIM You VILLAINOUS

YOU ARE MISTAKEN, N353
T HAVE TREATED HM N IT 1S TRUE,
\ ‘BroTHER!

WELL! ASK HIM
YOURSELF!

S

THE GREAT CHOLA
KING HAS TREATED ME
VERY WELL.! HE HAS &IVEN
ME ALL- OF THESE FINE

0 P
e

o ry
ST, o
v e
) -

=




Independence Won

YOU CANNOT
LEAVE WITHOUT ) % a4
HAVING A MEAL! £

- EIGHT, BEOTHEER-

I KNOW YOU ARE N LET US STAY AND EAT A

LYING! WE ARE = FINE MEAL.-
LEAVING!

PREPARE A FEAST FOR
OUR GUESTS!




The Legend of Ponnivala

BUT THE KING HAS A NASTY PLAN IN STOEE.-...-

MAID, SEPARATE
THE TWo PORTIONS
FOR THE PONNIVALA

AR

&y

R

YOU MUST PUT THIS
IN THEIR FOOD!

THE MAID POURS POISON OVER THE
BEOTHERS' RICE, THEN LAYS THE
FEAST &oUT FOR THEM-

S —

B e

T - ]
e o W 1.' a " . ' . ' . '.’ .
—— "\-_ uuuuuu

ESTEEMED GUESTS
HERE 1S YOUR FOOD!

=

=y

ffﬁjﬁﬂ; gt




Independence Won
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HE CONJURES UP A PALACE CAT ...
---THE CAT EATS SOME OF SHANKAR'S BICE---

e
=
* =

THE TWIN BROTHERS BEALIZE THAT THEIR FOOD HAS BEEN
POISONED- THEY FOLD OVER THEIR EATING LLEAVES, SIGNIFYING THAT
THEY WILL- NEVER ACLEPT FOOD IN THE CHOLA'S PALACE AGAIN-




The Legend of Ponnivala

BUT THE
EHOLA KiNE
HAS ANOTHEER
PLAN! HE HAS
ORDEEED A

UNFORTUNATELY, THE KING'S OWN SON
FINDS THE CHAIR FIRST, AND THINKING IT
A FUN PLACE TO PLAY «eev- -

---- THE YOUNG PEINCE SITS IN THE CHAIE, AND FALLS T2 HIS
DEATH. THE KIN& HAS THE PIT FILLED WITH ROCKS.




Independence Won

BUT EVEN THIS DOES NOT DETERE THE CHOLA KING! HE TRIES |
ONE LAST TIME TO RID HIMSELF OF PONNIVALA'S TWIN KINGS. ..

BEFOREE YOU &0, You
MUST WEORSHIP AT MY
FAMILY TEMPLE!

OH BEROTHEE, PERHAPS
WE SHOULD NOT WASTE THIS B
OPPORTUNITY! il

“ﬁ S AR =

SO THE BEOTHEES GEUDGINGLY AGEEE T WORSHIP
AT THE CHOLA'S FAMILY SHEINE- BUT THEY AL-S&
AGREE THAT THEY MUST KEEP THEIE GUARD UP!




The Legend of Ponnivala

WHEN THEY ARRIVE AT THE LOCATION OF THE SHRINE, THE TWEO MEN MUST |

cLiMB A HUSE LADDER. SHANKAE, THE BEAVEE TWIN, GOES FIEST -

AS YOU TwWo HAVE NEVER DONE THIS
BEFORE, YOU MUST &2 FIRST SO THAT I CAN HELD
THE LADDER FOR YOU- ONCE YOU HAVE REACHED THE
TOP, HOLD THE LADDER FOR ME, AND T WILL
FOLLOW !




Independence Won

THE KING SHOUTS UP T& THE TWINS THAT HE MUST FIRST MOVE
THE LADDER AND THEN cLiIMB UP. BUT IT IS ALL A TRICK!

SN Now, T JusT
HAVE TO MOVE
THE LADDER!
: |

COMING UP R % /4 '

; auUICkKLY!
TAKE THE LADDEE
BACK TO THE

THE KING'S MEN REMCOVE THE LADDER, TRAPPING FONNAR AND SHANKAR
AT THE TOP OF THE CLIFF! THE TWO BROTHERS STAET ARGUING -

You
WANTED US T2
COME HERE!
NOwW WE ARE
TRAPPED!

!

WERd Boti N L 4
TRICKED! IT IS THE
FAULT OF THAT
SCHEMING




The Legend of Ponnivala
YET AGAIN LORD VISHNU COMES T2 THE
AlD OF THE TWO BROTHERS ---

HE

SHAMBO. ..
MAHADEVA!

S S

_ W

HEY, OLD
MAN, CAN YOU
HELP Us?

w‘{‘t‘lu -

N &
'm\‘._

'

( .-'f‘ tﬂflt;;lr-
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Independence Won

) THAT NASTY
Y CHOLA KING HAS
¥ TRAPPED US UP HERE
£ WITH NO wAY

I DO KNOW A
TRICK!

L M

SUDDENLY, TWo CLUSTERS IN THE MAN'S HAIR |
BEGIN TO GROW LLONGEE AND LONSEE!

A
sl O T o
; L iy HERE, USE
THESE T CLIMB 4/.,

DOWN! 3

.

y 0y

Li

THE LD MAN TOSSES HIS HAIE BOPES UP TO THE BEOTHEES ---

[IRCIRLIRLIREIRIIRIN
e v v




The Legend of Ponnivala

N

BOTH BROTHERS SLIDE DOWN &N THE MAN'S LONG

HAIR. SOON, THEY BEACH THE GROUND SAFELY -

Now, DON'T WASTE

=@/ A MINUTE! GO AND GET EVEN
“ A WITH THAT EVIL CHOLA KING!

80 THE BROTHERS RUN BACK TO
THE CHOLA KING'S PALACE. THEY
WANT TE FIND SHAMBUBA AND TAKE
THEIR PEVENGE!




Independence Won

THEY FIND SHAMBUEA SITTING
NEAE THEIR TWE HOERSES-
SHANKARE IMMEDIATELY
EERUESTS HIS HELP-

SHAMBUGA, GRAB MY
BROTHER'S SWORD AND COME
WITH ME! WE ARE &GOING TO TEACH
THAT NASTY CHOLA KING A
LESSON!

SHANKAE AND SHAMBUEA
TAKE OFF, READY TO FIGHT!




The Legend of Ponnivala

THERE IS A GREAT BATTLE! FIRST SHAMBUSA AND SHANKAR .DEFEAT
THE PALACE &UARDS AND BUEST INTEO THE KING'S COMPOUND -

4 )
A’y

THEN THEY BE&IN TEO DESTECY

THE PALACE, FIGHTING ANYONE [~
THEY COME ACROSS!




Independence Won

SHAMBUGA, WHEO HAS THE STRENGTH OF SIXTEEN ELEFPHANTS,
THROWS AROUND MEN, AND PALACE PILLARS, WITH EASE!

HE TOSSES HIS CHALLENGERS ABOUT AS
IF THEY ARE WEIGHTLESS! MEANWHILE,
SHANKAR ENGAGES MANY MEN IN COMBAT.




The Legend of Ponnivala

e I RS
o~ P bt dls
Yl i d

—

A T T

FINALLY, SHANKAR MAKES HIS WAY TO THE CHOLA KING- HE
FINISHES OFF THE MONARCH, THEN BEGINS TO TAKE ON OTHERS. |~ -

SHANKAR'S BLADE FINISHES MANY CLANSMEN, AND THEN SHAMBUEA
CRUSHES THE REMAINING FEW WITH A GIANT PILLAR. AFTER THE
DESTRUCTION IS FINISHED, THE THEEE MEN HEAD FOR HOME.




Independence Won

SHAMBUGA, TAKE
OUR HORSES TO THE

THE BEOTHERS &2 TO SEE THEIR SISTEE EIGHT AWAY- THEY | |,
DO NOT WANT T UPSET HER WITH THE STORY, SO PONNAE B

(1 TR
=IVES HER A MUCLH LESS VIOLENT VEESIEON OF THEIE TALE. 'H!," ﬁ.‘ﬁ.-ir =

WE PAID THE X
TEIBUTE T& THE CHOLA
KING,; AND HAVE NOwW
BRETURNED!




The Legend of Ponnivala

THE BEOTHEES THEN BETIEE T2 THEIR £AMING EBOOM.
SETTING THEIR SWORDS DOWN, THEY RELAX AND FPLAY DICE.

LET ME
SEE WHAT HA! T 2AN
YOU CAN BEAT THAT!
THROW !
A
| k
S\
; £ :
- : ﬁ%ﬁ .
f o :'E :
t":"‘{.:j; 4 S

NOW, ONCE MORE, PEACE HAS
BEEN BRESTORED! THE
BEOTHERS HAVE RETUENED To
THE IR USUAL ROUTINES. BUT
HOW LONG CAN IT LASTY

HEW SOON UNTIL THE
KINEDOM OF PONNIVALA IS
DISRUFPTED ONCE AGAINT

24



The Importance of The Legend of Ponnivala

This is an ancient epicpstemming from along tradition of lecal village storytelling
and paséed down‘as a Tively oral tradition. Its roots can be tfaced back to-medieval
times, well before the comingof the British'to India. Its €ontent was memorized
by bards who first'spent many years as apprentices: They Jearned from more
expérienced singers, eventually become leaders themselyes, ‘gaining the respect
and even adulation of whele villages 6f eager listerters.

The primnary source forthis néw -compressed retelling is a tape recording made in 1965 over 18
consecitive nights in a village where'music and song were still the primary means of after dark
entertainment: At that time, electricity was scarce in the region and there were no televisions,
comptiters, or CD players. Skilled bards provided the village entertainment, and served as the
area’s history teachers. They shaped the local understanding of the past by telling stories.

For the first time the Legend of Ponnivala is presented here as a connected chain of 26 short
episodes. These sequential tales describe the rich past of Kongunadu through a chain of events
that impact one local family. Its heroes and heroines are farmers who live in this specific cultural
and geographic region. The larger Legend covers a period of roughly six centuries of South
Indian medieval history. As a story it compresses what is known into three generations.
Basically, the life of the grandfather covers the period from 1.000 to 1.200 CE, the father’s
adventures represent the events between 1,200 CE and 1.400, while the experiences of the sons
match local events occurring between 1,400 CE and 1,600 CE. This is a story rich in cultural and
sociological detail. Several events parallel real social upheavals documented by contemporary
historical accounts.

The Legend of Ponnivala also presents a simplified template for a much larger idea - that all
life is eyclical. A basic concept that underlies folk Hinduism is that cosmic rhythms move in
great cycles. Each begins with the creation of a good age. Subsequently, various acts of human
selfishness cause deterioration. After a considerable period, such a cycle must end, often helped
by divine intervention. Via their deputies or incarnations, these deities kill all that is evil,
washing and cleansing the earth and then setting in motion a new era. Our series presents a
genuine folk model of how cosmic energies work.In a sense it tries to
de&gc the very nature of human life on earth!

-y ‘

yu For website extras such as character details and name
: and place pronunciations unique to this graphic novel
please visit the webpagr—.- below:



In the Beginning 14. The Temple Secret

1.

2. A Young Orphan 15. The Truth Unveiled

3. Along Exile 16. The Home-Coming ,.:a,}
4. A Love Match 17. Chastity Forever @ e
5. A Magical Marriage 18. An Overlord Angered T
6. Roasted Seeds 19. Independence Won

7. A Thousand Beggars 20. Two Swords Blessed

8. A Cruel Curse 21. A Kidnapping Spree

9. The Counter Curse 22. A New Challenger

10. The Pillar of Destruction 23. The Enemy Confr

11. A Pilgrim's Journey 24 A Curse ed

12. The Gates of Heaven 25. The Great Sacrifice

13. The Book of Fate 6. An Epoch Ends

CO dA 26!
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