B

e —————————

© 2012 Ponnivala Pub!ishing

.......

Legenc! of

The
P



The Legend of Ponnivala
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TWeo BROTHER -
HEROES WHO RULE
PONNIVALA TOGETHER,
SET OFF ON A CAMPAIGN
T SHAME THEIR
CLANSMEN FOR PAST
WRONGS COMMITTED
AGAINST THEIR NOW-
DECEASED PARENTS.
THOSE CLANSMEN AND
THEIR FAMILIES ARE
FORCLED INTO EXILE,
BUT THEY CLEVERLY

COMPLAIN TO THE
NEIGHBORING CHOLA
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I CAN'T WAIT TO GET
EVEN WITH THOSE LYING
CLANSMEN OF OURS! MOTHER
AND FATHER SUFFERED IN EXILE

FOR FIVE YEARS BECAUSE OF
THEM!

PONNAR IS ADVISING ME NOT
TO SETTLE ANY OLD SCORES. HE
KEEPS REMINDING ME WHAT OUR PARENTS
SAID BEFORE THEY DIED: "ALWAYS BE
TOLERANT AND RESTRAINED." WHERE IS
HIS HONOR AND HIS COURAGE? :

HOW CAN WE NOT SETTLE
SUCH A NEGATIVE SCORE? WE ARE
ON OUR WAY BIGHT NOW TL EXTRACT
VENGEANCE FOR OUR CLANSMEN'S
MISDEEDS!
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The Legend of Ponnivala

THE TWIN RULERS ARE DRESSED IN THEIR BATTLE FINERY, BEADY
TE PUNISH THE FAMILIES THAT CAUSED THEIR OWN FARENTS T&
SUFFER FOR 52 LONG. THEIR HOESES EBUN AT THE SPEED OF
LIGHTNING! SOON, THEY ARE IN THE VILLAGE OF TANGAVALA!

WHAT I‘.'.":lI THAT
SOUND?

/I8 . ; il -
THE LAND OF TANGAVALA SHAKES AT THE HERBLES' APPEROACH. THE
VILLAGEES LOLDK FOR THE SOLUBCE OF THE THUNDERING NOISE.

1) -~ TIE UP THE
HORSES, THEN COME
MEET US IN THE
SCHOOLHOUSE !

SHAMBUGA!




An Overlord Angered

THE TWINS MAKE THEIR
WAY TO THE
SCHOOLHOUSE. THEIR
LOYAL ASSISTANT
SHAMBUEA TIES UP THE
HORSES, THEN
FOLLOWS. HE HIDES
BEHIND A HOUSE WHEN
SOME VILLAGERS PASS.
THE THREE MEN FROM
PONNIVALA CANNOT LET
THEMSELVES BE SEEN!

MEANWHILE, DAILY ACTIVITIES IN THE SCHOOLHOUSE &2 ON AS
USUAL.. NO ONE KNOWS THAT THEY ARE ALL IN FOR TROUBLE!
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The Legend of Ponnivala

THE TWIN LOBDS ENTER THE LITTLE SCHOOL-
THEY ARE SPOTTED ALMOST IMMEDIATELY.

HEY MEN! WHo WHEEE AEE
ARE YOU? /- YOU FROMT WHAT
AEE YoU DLOING
HERE?

WE MUST NOT
LET THEM LEAVE WITHOUT
&IVING THEM SOME HAED
KICKS!
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ONE OF THE BOYS THROWS A PALM LEAF MANUSCEIPT
] AT THE KINGS. THIS GREATLY ANGERS SHANKAR!




An Overlord Angered

SOUNDS
LIKE LORD
SHANKAR NEEDS.
ME!

GET OUT OF THE
CLASSROOM!

THE TEACHERS SENSE
DANGER. THEY BOTH BUN
AWAY, AND WABN THE
BOYS TO DO THE SAME.
ONE OF THESE MEN RUNS
SMACK INTO SHAMBUGA,
AND IS TERRIFIED!
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SHAMBUEA JUMPS DAWN INTO THE cLASSEOOM
FROM THE ROOF, STARTLING THE BOYS INSIDE!




The Legend of Ponnivala

SHAMBUGA, BOLT
THE DOOR TIGHTLY!
THEN WHIP THESE
BOYS WELL!

S%HBLE:G DﬂES AS SHAHEAE ASKS. HE
hJH."Fﬁ THE BoOYS UNTIL THEY CRY ﬂUT
=

OH! STOP [T!
YOU ARE HUETING
\ ME! WHAT MISTAKE
& HAVE I MDE"’

BEATING US LIKE
THIS?

PLEASE DON'T
WHIP us!

WE WiLL BO
WHATEVEER YoU
WANT!




FORCED OUR

An Overlord Angered
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PARENTS INTS

MY MOTHER AND
FATHER SURVIVED FOR
FIVE YEARS WORKING AS
DAY LABORERS!

BECAUSE OF YOURE
ELDERS' AGGRESSION THEY HAD
T& LIVE IN A HUMBLE STABLE UNDEE
THE THUMB OF SOME MEAN FOEEST
HUNTEES-

WE HAVE COME

HERE T£DAY To EVEN
THINGS &oUT!

SHAMBUEA!
GET THESE BOYS
TO DO THEEE
TOPPU BOWS!

THEN TIE THEM QEUIRE

IN PAIRS AND THROW Y

THEM INTO THE \/dl
STREET!

Sheiclanay -
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The Legend of Ponnivala
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MOTHER!
_ HELP ME!

NEXT, SHAMBUGA BINDS THE BOYS' FEET, AND
TIES THEM IN PAIRS. THEN HE THEOWS THEM
INTO THE STREET! AFTER ALL THE BOYS HAVE
BEEN TOSSED SCREAMING INTO THE DUST, HE
BEGINS DESTRLOYING THEIR SCHOOLHOUSE -




An Overlord Angered

; h‘ho \"\C)O.J.
ok e s e

CAN'T THOSE .
BOYS EVEN COME
HOME WITHeUT
FIGHTING?

. !ﬂ = ! WHO HAS

DISGRACED You [l
LIKE THIS? R

TWE STEANGE

MEN ---- CAME INTE ---
OUR SCHOOL. - OUR TEACHERES

FLED --.- AND LEFT
us!

WE ...wW.wW.ERE
PREPARED... TO
BEAT THEM! BUT THEN THEIE HU&E
ASSISTANT CAME, -.- AND
BEAT US ... WITH A LON&
WHIP!

THEN....
THAT BIG MAN MADE
us Do TOPPU

e B = e L

THEY THREW
US.-.. INTO THE
STREET!

WHAT VILLAINS!
LOOK. AT WHAT THEYWVE
DONE TO You!




The Legend of Ponnivala

OH WOMEN!
WHAT HAS HAPPENED

OH HUSBANDS!
THREE MEN CAME TO THE

SCHOOL !

THEY BEAT OUR | : .
SONS AND SENT THEM OH WIVES! WE
'\ : HOME DISGRACED! wILL HANDLE THIS

MEN! GRAB
YOUR FIGHTING
STICKS!

o 2

ALL THE MEN OF TANGAVALA NowW MABCH
TOWARDS THE SCHOOLHOUSE WITH Bis
Fl&aHTING STICKS-




An Overlord Angered

THE VILLAGE
MEN ARE ON THEIR
way!

OH VISHNU! WITH

YOUR GRALE, ALLOW ME TO
DEFEAT THESE CLANSMEN!

I MUST
GO AND LOOK
AFTEE THIS

AND MOUNTS HIS GARUDA BIED. ONCE HE
TOUCHES DOWN ON EAETH, HE
TEANSFORMS INTO A FLY. FIEST HE LANDS
ON SHANKAR'S SWORD, &IVING IT EXTRA
FOWEE. THEN HE FLIES UPWAED AND SITS
BENEATH THE THATCHED BOOF T2 WATCH.-




The Legend of Ponnivala

WHEN THE CLANSMEN ENTER THE SCH2OL,
SHAMBUBA BEGINS USING HIS WHIP! SOON
< N THESE MEN AEE ALL BE&GING FOR MEELY.

‘,. ¢ AR, “DRNNN, Wy
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WE WILL Do
WHATEVER YOU WISH!
JUST STEP !BEATIH&
us:

YOU SENT OUR
PARENTS INTO EXILE!
AND YOU TRIED TO KILL US,
BEFORE WE WERE

Now, WE BANISH YOU
FROM YOUR COUNTRY!

WOMEN! PACK UP
YOUR THINGS, WE ARE LEAVING HERE
IMMEDIATELY!

Sy
YOU WERE SO
MANY. ..YET

WHAT HAS
HAPPENED?

AREN'T You
ASHAMED?




An Overlord Angered
WE MUST ATHEE

ALL OF OUE POETABLE

HEY WOMEN, THINGS!
WHAT Do You
KNOW ?

s U\ [ IF YOU HAD AN 4 '
N W SEEN THOSE WE WILL

7O W WARRIORS, YOU WOULD MEET AT THE GANESH
VA R A HAVE FAINTED! TEMPLE!

s,

THE PEOPLE OF TANGAVALA HURRY TO GATHER ALL THEIR THINGS, FILLING
UP SACKS, BASKETS, AND POTS. THEY THEN G TO THE GANESH TEMPLE-

-




The Legend of Ponnivala

WE WiLL
TELL HIM WHAT
HAPFPENED, AND ASK
HIM T& FIND US A

OH CLANSMEN!
WE HAVE BEEN
EXILED FROM OUR

WE WERE &IVEN THIS AREA
LONG AGC BY THE CHOLA KING
HIMSELF!

WE WiLL TAKE CUE
BUNDLES AND ASK T@ SFPEAK
WITH THE CURRENT CHOLA
MONARCH!

NEW HOME !

o -]
‘aaaEEnn
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An Overlord Angered

FINALLY THESE SUFFEEIN&
FAMILIES EEACH THE LUSH
CHOLA KINEGDOM! THEY
HOPE THE CUERENT
MONAECH WILL HELFP THEM.

THE FARMING FAMILIES OF
TANGAVALA CROSS A
DIFFICULT TERRAIN- THEY
TRAVEL THROUGH VALLEYS
AND EVER HILLS. THERE
1S NO WATER O SHADE IN
THIS BARREN LAND!




The Legend of Ponnivala

i MEN! SOME
OF YOU CAN REST
: HERE!

BUTI
NEED THREE
VOLUNTEERS TO
COME WITH ME TO
THE &GREAT
PALACE!

FINALLY, THE
EXILED FAMILIES
EEACH THEIE
DESTINATION.-
THEY STOP AT THE
KING'S GANESH
TEMPLE AND SET
THEIE BURDENS
DOWN. NEXT THEY
DECIDE ON WHO
WiLL &2 TO
SPEAK WITH THE
KING. THREE MEN
PLUS A LEADERE
ARE SELECTED.




An Overlord Angered
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THE CLANSMEN APPROACH THE GATES OF THE CHOLA
PALACE, BUT THEY ARE STOPPED BY A GUARD.

WHAT
BUSINESS Do You
A HAVE WITH THE

KING WILL BE
HOLDING HIS DAILY

COURT SOON-
G LD _ <

WE BEING NEWS FEOM CUR

- YOU CAN GIVE
AREA- ﬂgggﬁ.gggﬁéﬁm WE AW LM THE DETAILS WHEN HE

CALLS ON You!



The Legend of Ponnivgla

THE FOUR CLANSMEN ENTER THE CHOLA KING'S PALACE. WHEN THE
MONARCH ENTERS THE ROOM, EVERYONE BISES T2 PAY THEIR RESPELTS.
THE KIN& GREETS THE CLANSMEN, AND THEN SPEAKS DIRECTLY TO THEM.

TANGAVALA
FARMERS! BLESSINGS
TO YOU. WHAT BRINGS

OH KING! THE SONS OF
KUNNUTAIYA GOUNDER CAME
ONTO OUR LANDS AND BEAT OUR
CHILDREN!




An Overlord Angered

= THEY TIED UP QUE SONS
A LIKE GOATS, AND EUINED oUE
EBEPUTATION!

) THEN THEY SENT
\/" US INTO EXILE! WHERE CAN
WE &0 NOW TO MAKE A
LIVING?

GOUNDERS,
HAVE YOU ALREADY
FORGOTTEN? You

WERE THE ONES
WHE STARTED

IT WAS NOT TOO

MANY YEARS AGO THAT You N
BANISHED YOUR PONNNALA )

. ' _ COUSING AND TOOK THEIR ¢ e -‘
5 LANDS! A=,

THE CLANSMEN TRY TO CONVINCE THE CHOLA KING TS SIDE WITH THEM.
BUT THE GREAT RULER IS WELL-VERSED IN THE AREA'S HISTORY. HE
KNOWS THAT IT IS THE ELANSMEN WHE BEGAN THIS CYCLE OF REVENGE.

YOU MADE THAT ) NOwW THEIR TWO SONS :
INNOCENT COUPLE HAVE SIMPLY TAKEN REVENGE FOR

LEAVE PONNIVALA FOR THIS MISTREATMENT OF THEI
\ FIVE YEARS! i %-E.Agguiﬁ_ s




The Legend of Ponnivala

WHAT CAN T ; BUT DID You
bO ABOUT ITZ R § W REALIZE THAT YOU HAVE
' o By Y NOT RECEIVED TRIBUTE FROM
PONNIVALA SINCE THE DEATH
OF THE GOOD KING
KUNNUTAIYA?

GREAT KING,
YOU ARE

VILLAINOUS SONS
HAVE SHOWN YOU NO e
: RESPECT! ‘s

THE CLEVER GOUNDER CLANSMEN KNOW EXACTLY WHAT T SAY TE TURN
THE CHOLA KING TE THEIR SIDE! SLOWLY, THEY CONVINCE THE MONARCH-

ALWAYS BROUSHT TWO SCOUNDRELS WHY THEY
YOuU OUR TRIBUTE HAVE NOT BROUSHT You
FAITHFULLY! GIFTS ':JJ;:?E SAME '

|
I e
S




An Overlord Angered

CAN THIS BE
TRUE?

OH ACCOUNTANT!
COME HERE AT ONCE!
TR . y

AT L A
=== mmﬁ

J,m

THE CHOLA KING IS STARTLED BY THE CLANSMEN'S WOEDS. HE CANNOT
BELIEVE THAT ANYONE WOULD DARE TO NEGLECT THE TEIBUTE T2 HIM-
HE CALLS FOR HIS ASSISTANT T2 VERIFY THE NEWS.-
OHKING,
THEY HAVE NOT
BROUGHT YOU ANYTHING
SINCE THEIR PARENTS

HAVE THE SONS OF
KUNNUTAIYA GOUNDEE,
KING PONNAE AND KING
SHANKARE, FAIDP ME
BEGULAERLY?




The Legend of Ponnivala

OH GOUNDER oL
{ CLANSMEN! STAY HERE IN =
\ MY PALACE AND RELAX- DO
: NOT WORRY!

—J :..‘-H

—

I WILL BEING THOSE
VILLAINS HEEE AND PUNISH
THEM WELL.-

THEN T WiLL e | =

TURN THE BEAUTIFUL M | Yy o

LANDS OF PONNIVALA o e ] TEMS ng,
OVER TO You! [ /3 P \

/
<8
b

e
i
'I.

- b aura FAMILIES
: IR BE SAFE HERE LNDER YOUR

OH SERVANTS! cARRY NEFE |V . PROTECTION!
MY ROYAL ORDER TO

PONNIVALA WH.EDIATELY’
i : e THEY MUST PRESENT ME WITH A |

| GOLDEN MEASURING VESSEL, A
- ) CONTAINER OF CURDS, AND A
THE KINGS MUST N . PLOUGHING YOKE!
BRING ME MY TRIBUTE ‘ 3
RIGHT AwWAY! 4

”'Jl",l:;ﬁ-l

-..l'A‘f...

IF THOSE TwWo
MEN FAIL. TO CBEY, T
WILL FINE THEM FIFTY
EUPEES, AND THEOW

THEM IN JAIL.!

24



An Overlord Angered

THE TWO SEEVANTS OF THE cHOLA KING SET oUT EIGHT
AWAY, WHILE THE CLANSMEN SMILE IN SMUE SATISFACTION.

LA "I.'ll'l"i;

| WONDER
WHEEE
THEY'RE
GOINGT

HOwW FAE 1S
PONNIVALAT?

HAVE TO WALK
BRISKLY TO GET
THERE BEFORE

SUNSET -




The Legend of Ponnivala

SOON THE SERVANTS REACH THE EDGE OF PONNIVALA. TWO BULLS ,
SENSE THE ARENAL OF STRANGERS WHO MIGHT BE UP TO NO &02D. :

HEY! THOSE
MEN ARE NOT FEOM
ARCUND HERE!

YES! THOSE MEN
ARE UNKNOWN IN
PONNIVALA!

THE TWO BULLS CHARGE THE CHOLA SERVANTS AND FORCE THEM DOWN!

FINE BULLS!
DO NOT HURT THESE
h MEN!

=t .

THEIE SHEFPHERD ®RUICKLY TEIES T STOP THEM- §




'Ii OH MEN, WHO

ARE YOU AND WHERE ARE WE ARE INNOCENT SERVANTS
YOU GOING? SENT BY THE CHOLA KING- WE ARE
: SEARCHING FOR THE HOME OF KUNNUTAIYA
& ] GOUNDER'S SONS.

HEY! HOW DARE
YOU SPEAK OF OUR
RULERS SIMPLY AS

KUNNUTAIYA GOUNDER'S

WHERE IS YOUR OH SHEPHERD!

RESPELT! IF OUR KINGS WE WILL NEVER

HEARD THIS, THEY WOULD SPEAK LIKE THAT
CUT OFF YOUR HEADS! AGAIN!

PLEASE HOLD THE
BULLS WHILE WE PASS-
WE WANT T GO TO THE

PALACE!




The Legend of Ponnivala
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I SEE SOME STRANGERS
COMING! THEY MIGHT HURT You, :
LOVELY MAID! a7 ~—

o
g
e
e

4
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THE CHOLA KING'S SERVANTS HAPPEN BY- PONNACHI
LUNSES AT THE STRANSERS AND BITES THEIR LESS!




PONNACHI! You
MUST NOT BITE
THESE VISITORS! _

©H MEN, WHO
ARE YOU? WHERE
ARE YOU GOINGT

SERVANTS OF THE
CHOLA KIN&-

WE WERE ON OUR WAY TO THE | MEN! IF you
HOUSE OF KUNNUTAIYA GOUNDER, ) CALL PONNACHI AN
UNTIL. WE WERE BITTEN BY THIS "EARLESS DOG" ONCE MORE,
EARLESS DOG! U, YOU WILL NEVER LEAVE
HERE ALIVE!

=T

OH MY! THAT IS QUITE
' 8 TR HOT 85 THE Hict
FURTHERMORE, NEVER
REFER TO KUNNUTAIYA GOUNDER AND PALACE AT ALL!
HIS FINE SONS LIKE THAT! YOU MUST BE
CAREFUL TO SAY "KING," OR YOU RISK
AN ATTACK ON YOUR LIVES!




The Legend of Ponnivala

WE wilL
TELL You oUe
MESSAGE, AND You
CAN TAKE IT TO
YOUR KINGS!

SINCE THE DEATH OF
YOUR FORMER RULER, N& N
TRIBUTE HAS ARRIVED FROM THE
PONNIVALA PALACE. THE CHOLA
- KING IS VERY ANGRY!

IF &Y

TOMORROW YOUR

KINGS DO NOT BRING A GOLDEN
MEASURING VESSEL, A CONTAINER OF
CURDS, AND A PLOUGHING YOKE TO OUR

MONARLH'S FINE PALACE, YOUR
KINGS WILL BE FINED AND &IVEN

A JAIL SENTENCE! '

OH MY! T wiLL TAKE
THIS NEWS TL THEM
RIGHT AwAY!

L= N

THEIR MESSAGE DELIVERED, THE CHOLA SERVANTS DEFART.

[ “




An Overlord Angered
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KUFPF| EETUENS T THE PALACE AND SETS HEE BUEDEN DOWN.- TANEAL
SENSES THAT SHE IS UPSET AND ASKS HEE WHAT IS THE TESUBLE-

THE CHOLA KIN& AT THE
BIVER JUST NOow.

THEY SAID THEIR KING N

JIN 1S DEMANDING YOUR

UPSET! WHAT ; BROTHERS PAY TRIBUTE TO
NEWS DO YOU Jol - HIM RIGHT AWAY!

'l{.--"":'/
HE HAS HAD N© &IFTS : / S e SN
BROUGHT T HIM SINCE { TAVAVAVAN
THE END OF YOUR FATHER'S bt0m————x
REIGN! NOW HE IS .
THREATENING TO PUNISH YOUR OH MY! GO QUICKLY

BROTHERS IF THEY DO NOT / AND FIND MY DEAR

‘."I’ PV
P e —




The Legend of Ponnivala

KUPP| &OES IMMEDIATELY T2 THE GAMING
BOOM, WHERE THE TWo BEROTHERS ARE
BUSY PLAYING DICE, AS USUAL -

HEY, MAID!
WHAT NEWS HAVE
YOU BROUGHT!

YOUR
SISTER WANTS TO
SEE YOU BIGHT

L war : .-_ s |
SHANKAR &OES IMMEDIATELY TO HIS SISTER, WHO IS

DISTEAUSHT. HE WOEEIES THAT SOMETHING IS TEERIBLY
WEONE, AND WONDEES WHAT IT £oULD BE-

. OH FINE -
BROTHER! THE E-H&LA
KING HAS SENT US A

DEAER SISTEE,
WHY HAVE You

WE F‘A‘f TRIBUTE
EIGHT A‘.uJﬂl‘r"

FPLOUSHING LANDS
HAT BELONE TO

PLEASE BRING (St i || SN ... o7 co
abipghlas o apup " Wl B ©BEFORE THE cHoLA
VESSEL, THE CONTAINER = S8 Ji| [A e e
b4 CHEEB AR D 4E B MYSELF LIKE THAT!
PLOUGHING YOKE THAT A il e !
HE REQUIRES! . -




An Overlord Angered

: T WILL T DO NOT
NOT STAND BEFORE N CRY, LOVELY
HIM HOLDING -

THAT IS 55sznm' gl < - T wWILL TAKE
BEHAVIOR! TT WoOULD "ﬂ THE REQUIRED TRIBUTE T&
DEMEAN ME! 'fl ).
~

TANZAL BESINS T2 £BY AT SHANKAE'S BEFLUSAL.. HEAEINS
HIS SISTER'S cRBIES, PONNAE &2ES T FLACATE HEE.

gl r"\ - . el
GOOD !

YOU TAKE THE :

TRIBUTE! 4]-*- ,‘

g bl
- f

]

3
¥
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T
0
|
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WS AND IF THE KING ASKS
b4 WHY IT HAS NOT BEEN PAID,
d EXPLAIN TO HIM THAT NO
MESSENGER CAME TO TELL US
: IT WAS DUE!

i

I WILL SEND SHAMBUGA
.w WITH YOU! IF THAT CHOLA KING
-'53,1:5' THREATENS YOU IN ANY WAY, SHAMBUGA
Dt CAN CUT HIM UP INTEO LITTLE '.T'

/ \J2D:
. E{g‘! t}. . gt '.:ffffﬁ'-f?

S2 PONNAE HEADS 2UT WITH PONNIVALA'S TRIBUTE T& THE CHOLA KING.

22



The Legend of Ponnivala
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e AN, e S memﬁ

s N THE CHOLA
AN HE CHOL,

. HEEE IS THE
PLOUGHING YOKE. T
SHALL CAEEY THE

{iiopr
:

Z’ai

SHANKAR HAS VENTED
HIS ANGERE ON THE
CLANSMEN, AND SENT
THEM INT2 EXILE.
Now, IN TURN, THEY
AEE SEEKIN&
REVENGE! WILL THIS
VENGENCE CYCLE
EVER ENDT AND WHAT
WILL HAPPEN WHEN
PONNAE EEACHES THE
CHOLA'S FINE
PALACE? WILL HIS
OFFEEINGS BE
ACCEFPTED WITHOUT
THE YOUNGER KING'S
SUBMISSION AS
WELL?

24



The Importance of The Legend of Ponnivala

This is an ancient epicpstemming from along tradition of lecal village storytelling
and paséed down‘as a Tively oral tradition. Its roots can be tfaced back to-medieval
times, well before the comingof the British'to India. Its €ontent was memorized
by bards who first'spent many years as apprentices: They Jearned from more
expérienced singers, eventually become leaders themselyes, ‘gaining the respect
and even adulation of whele villages 6f eager listerters.

The primnary source forthis néw -compressed retelling is a tape recording made in 1965 over 18
consecitive nights in a village where'music and song were still the primary means of after dark
entertainment: At that time, electricity was scarce in the region and there were no televisions,
comptiters, or CD players. Skilled bards provided the village entertainment, and served as the
area’s history teachers. They shaped the local understanding of the past by telling stories.

For the first time the Legend of Ponnivala is presented here as a connected chain of 26 short
episodes. These sequential tales describe the rich past of Kongunadu through a chain of events
that impact one local family. Its heroes and heroines are farmers who live in this specific cultural
and geographic region. The larger Legend covers a period of roughly six centuries of South
Indian medieval history. As a story it compresses what is known into three generations.
Basically, the life of the grandfather covers the period from 1.000 to 1.200 CE, the father’s
adventures represent the events between 1,200 CE and 1.400, while the experiences of the sons
match local events occurring between 1,400 CE and 1,600 CE. This is a story rich in cultural and
sociological detail. Several events parallel real social upheavals documented by contemporary
historical accounts.

The Legend of Ponnivala also presents a simplified template for a much larger idea - that all
life is eyclical. A basic concept that underlies folk Hinduism is that cosmic rhythms move in
great cycles. Each begins with the creation of a good age. Subsequently, various acts of human
selfishness cause deterioration. After a considerable period, such a cycle must end, often helped
by divine intervention. Via their deputies or incarnations, these deities kill all that is evil,
washing and cleansing the earth and then setting in motion a new era. Our series presents a
genuine folk model of how cosmic energies work.In a sense it tries to
de&gc the very nature of human life on earth!

-y ‘

yu For website extras such as character details and name
: and place pronunciations unique to this graphic novel
please visit the webpagr—.- below:



In the Beginning 14. The Temple Secret

1.

2. A Young Orphan 15. The Truth Unveiled

3. Along Exile 16. The Home-Coming A ,.:a,}
4. A Love Match 17. Chastity Forever @ e
5. A Magical Marriage 18. An Overlord Angered T
6. Roasted Seeds 19. Independence Won

7. A Thousand Beggars 20. Two Swords Blessed

8. A Cruel Curse 21. A Kidnapping Spree

9. The Counter Curse 22. A New Challenger

10. The Pillar of Destruction 23. The Enemy Confr

11. A Pilgrim's Journey 24 A Curse ed

12. The Gates of Heaven 25. The Great Sacrifice

13. The Book of Fate 6. An Epoch Ends

CO dA 26!
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