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The Legend of Ponnivala

CHASTITY ROEEVEE
SEEIES 2 LoMIC o

THE TwWio SONS
OF PONNIVALA'S
KING AND QUEEN
BRELUATANTLY
AGREE TO TAKE
WIVES. BUT
WANTING TS
FOCUS CN THE
DEFEMNCE OF THEIR
FAMILY'S HONOR,
THEY LEAVE THEIE
WIVES LOCKED
AwAY. MEANWHILE
THEIR UNMARRIED
SISTER CONTINUES
To LIVE IN THE
FAMILY PALACE
WITH THEM. WHEN
THEIR AGING
PARENTS DIE THE
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Chastity Forever

AFTER FIVE LONG YEARS IN
EXILE, MY HUSBAND AND T FINALLY
LEARNED OF THE EXISTENCE OF 2UR
TwWo SONS! WE RETURNED HOME,
AND SPENT TEN YEARS IN
HAPPINESS-

—

BUT NOW THAT IT IS TIME
TO GET THEM MARRIED, MY
BOYS HAVE REFUSED! THEY HAVE
. OTHER PLANS. MEANWHILE, THEIR

BRIDES HAVE BEEN TURNED TO
\ STONE AND ARE WAITING AT THE
WEDDING SITE.

| ™

....

: I ENOW THAT MY QWN TIME N
ON EARTH 1S ALMOST UP. OH My!
wILL I EVER SEE WEDDEING

GARLANDS ARCUND THE NECKS

OF MY SONS?




The Legend of Ponnivala

IT IS EARLY MOENING IN THE LAND OF PONNIVALA. THE TWIN SONS OF
THE FALACE FAMILY, PONNAR AND SHANKAR, GO TO SEE THEIR MOTHEE.-
SHE HAS NOT BEEN WELL SINCE LEAENING OF THEIR DECISION.-

08 08l
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MOTHER, THE
SERVANTS SAY YOU HAVE
NOT EATEN IN TEN DAYS!

WHAT IS WRONGT

‘\ '\ OH SONS, I DO NOT
FEEL WELL. THAT IS WHY | =

X \ I HAVE NOT EATEN! J*

MOTHEER, You
ARE LYING!

WE kNow vou NS B #” pLEASE DO NOT
ARE UPSET THAT WE \ ( BEsaboNTHIS
wWiLL NoT marey! A1 I ACCOUNT!




Chastity Forever

P WE WiLL
- AGREE TO BE

N XoK XoX E+X ol

f"l

|4
| &
&

A5
BUT WE ONLY
WANT THE M&S5T

BASIC OF
CEREMONIES!

'Y T°X WX B+ Yo XX X+7

OH
LORDS! THIS IS
WONDERFUL

THEEE IS
ONE MOEE
THING,

‘ MOTHER!

Al Wt N LF R

START WITH THE MAEET%Q'FJEJGH
R OUR BRIDES. ..
REPARATIONS

RIGHT AWAY! 4

# WITH OUR LITTLEST
» FINGER!




The Legend of Ponnivala

WEDDING PREFARATIONS BE&IN. THE PALACE IS DECORATED. SHAMBUGA
HEADS OUT TO INVITE EVERYONE IN THE ABEA TO THE CEREMONIES.

| E— ¥y F _Lee:

THE AETISANS BE&IN WOEK ON THE WEDDING NECKLACES, AND ALS2 &N
THE FINGEE EXTENSIONS THAT WILL BE USED FOE THE CORE EITUAL -

-




Chastity Forever

THE FAMILY PICKS OUT FINE [ ..<-+v
NEW SILKS FOR THE BiG EVENT- %

FLORBAL &ARLANDS ARE PEEFPARED- NOW FPONNAE AND
SHANKAR COME TO SPEAK TO THEIR MOTHER ONCE ABAIN-

0/ MOTHER! WE \§ AS SOON AS OUR
DO NOT WANT TO W  WEDDING IS OVER, WE
- BE WITH &oUR A WILL HAVE THEM LOCKED
7 e UP IN A PALACE! .




The Legend of Ponnivala

THE Bl& DAY AREVES. THE
PALACE PALANZRUINS ARE
DECLORATED AND FEEFARED
FOR THE EVENT. SOON, THE
FAMILY IS CAEEIED BY
SEEVANTS T& A NEIGHBOEING
COUNTREY CALLED VALAVANDI,
WHERE THE WEDDING WiLL
TAKE PLACE.

BUT ONE IMFPOETANT FEESON IS
MISSING! SHANKAR REFUSES T JOIN
THE FAMILY PEOLESSION. INSTEAD,
HE WILL €OME T2 THE WEDDING SITE
AT THE LAST FOSSIBLE MOMENT -




Chastity Forever

©H VISHNU!
OH LORD! T
NEED YoUR

BY YOUR &GRACE, T
NEED A PLALE WHERE THE

us, OH LORD OF
WEDDING CEREMONIES CAN BE
PERFORMED! CONJEEPURAM!

THE WEDDING PARTY ARRIVES AT THE SITE OF THE WEDDING, AND | /|0 8
TAMARAI CALLS UPON VISHNU FOR HELP IN THE PREPARATIONS.
T IL"' E '.'-.'-I"' ',‘” "..._" cl - 3
E M 5 } s
| ’

DO THIS FOR

|

VISHNU THEOW S SOME SACEED ASH OVER THE WEDDING SITE, AND A
PLACE FORE THE CEREMONY IS CEEATED- HE EVEN SENDS FOUR
HEAVENLY MUSICIANS DOWN FOE THE EVENT -

i SN




The Legend of Ponnivala

OH BEETLES! OH

WASPS! YOUR HELP IS NO o5 ?é:"'
<"

LONGER NEEDED!

r\ 2

YOU CAN &GO
BACK TO THE &ODS

R - Tl COUNCIL
L Al A % CHAMBERS!

THE PEOTECTIVE INSECTS FLY AWAY- NEXT,
TAMARAI TUBNS HER ATTENTION SKYWARD-
,_'g\%sgm s }; : -

-"i.FE

THANK You
FOR YOUR HELP JUST
NOow! BUT I NEED TO
CALL UPON YOU ONCE

- PLEASE TUERN
THESE STONE STATUES
BACK INTO LIVING
WOMEN!




Chastity Forever

AS EEQUESTED, LOED VISHNU TUENS THE STONES INTO FLESH ONCE
MORE. THE TWo WOMAN AEE SUEFRISED AT THE TEANSFORMATION.

| OH WOMEN,
B 8 9., COME WITH ME! YoU
R SN ARE TO WED MY

1“.- a
P

o b
ul




The Legend of Ponnivala

TAN&ALL IT 1S
NOwW TIME TO
PERFORM THE RITUAL
THAT BINDS BROTHER
AND SISTER!

oy \AAN
= WANANS ;
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Chastity Forever

THE WEDDING EITUALS
CONTINUE. THE MEN
GATHER AND &IVE 2T
BLESSINGS. THE BRAHMAN
STARTS THE CORE
| PEOCEEDINGS WITH PONNAR
| INATTENDANCE. ALL THE
WHILE, FINE INSTRUMENTS
AEE PLAYED BY THE
HEAVENLY MUSICIANS -

SOON THE TWE BEIPES ARE BROUGHT T THE CEREMONIAL DAIS- BUT
THEEE IS A PEOBLEM — SHANKAE HAS NOT YET ABENVED- WITHOUT THE
YOUNGER BROTHERE PEESENT THE WEDDING CANNOT BE COMPLETED!




The Legend of Ponnivala

MEANWHILE, BACK THE THE PONNIVALA PALACE..-

HEY,
SHAMBUG

LORD! WHAT
NEWS D& You HAVE
FOR ME?

TODAY WE MUST
TRAVEL TO A LAND
CALLED VALAVANDI!

DL.E. MY HORSE,
NiLa! T WILL &GO AND

DRESS UP, THEN MEET
\ YoUu OUTSIBE.




Chastity Forever

i P L
EETYEY O

SHANKAR &OES TO HIS DEESSING
BOOM- THERE, HE DONS HIS
WEDDING JEWELS AND NEW

CLOTHES- ONCE DRESSED, HE
LEAVES THE BOOM AND WALKS THE
CORRIDOES OF THE FALACE -




The Legend of Ponnivala

— o ——— —— =

e . =

S HEY, MAIDS! LOOK
AFTER THE PALAZE
WELL! T wiLL RETURN
SOON!

“ g

HEY MAN! GUARD THE
GATES WELL! T am
&GOING TO VALAVANDI, AND SHAMBUGEA !
WiLL BE BACK SOON! YOU MUST
l FOLLOW ME
AUICKLY!

MY LOED, T
wiLL DO AS
You ask!

THEN SHANKAR MOUNTS HIS GREAT HORSE
NILA, AND TAKES OFF TOWARDS VALAVANDI!

le



Chastity Forever

IN Ne TIME AT AL-L., SHANKAE EEACHES VALAVANDI- L
C .




The Legend of Ponnivala

THE GROUND SHAKES WITH LORD SHANKAR'S APPROACH- | 1
: - [

SHAMBUGA!
TIE UP MY HORSE
NILA , AND WAIT

LS

EVERYONE IS STARTLED AT HIS
NEOISY AREIVAL.- SHANKAE
STROLLS OVER TE HIS PABENTS.-

OH MOTHER!
IS EVERYTHING

..
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Chastity Forever

SON! LORD!

EVERYTHING
IS PREPARED.

T& WHERE THE CEE CENTRAL WEDDING

IS BEING CONDULTED. RITUALS.
PONNAR IS THERE WITH HIS
BEIDE. A BERAHMAN IS
BUSY WITH SOME CHANTS.
TAMARAI KNOWS THAT THE
BEOTHERS WANT A @UICK
AND SIMPLE WEDDING, SO
SHE HUBRIES THE

CEREMONY ALONG- US WITH THE
FPEELIMINARIES-




The Legend of Ponnivala

THE CEREMONY PROCEEDS!

] 1 X . & -:.I: b
t ATV AVATATATAY
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TJ—FE BEOTHEES LEAD THEIE BEIDES AROUND THE FIEE,
CLOCKWISE. THEIE FINGEES NEVERE TOUCH, HOWEVEE.-
THEY ONLY HOOK THEIE SILVEE FINGEE EXTENSIONS-

FINALLY, THE EMTHEES PMGE WEDDING NE&MES AE&WD THEIR
BRIDES' NECKS. THEY DO NOT EVEN LOOK AT THESE TWE WOMEN.-




Chastity Forever
Uy T

AS SOON AS THE ﬁﬁw J'S OVER, SHANKAR SEEKS HIS PARENTS'
BLESSINGS. THEN HE RETURNS HOME WITH SHAMBUGA.-

R r—

b SHAMBUGA, GO AND
©.4( TIE NILAUP. THEN 6O TO
=M THE GANESH TEMPLE.

W
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WHEN THE TWO BRIDES
ARRIVE, SEE THAT THEY ARE

QUICKLY LOCKED UP IN THEIR
NEW PALACE!

MAKE SURE B —et®]
THEY CAN NEVER y == e

COME ouT! : — —
- PR == =

o F

I wiLl be
ALL THIS BIGHT

SHAMBUSA PUTS NILA INT2 THE STAELE,«
THEN &OES TO THE GANESH TEMFPLE-




The Legend of Ponnivala
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WOMEN ARE TO COME
WITH ME TO YOUR NEW

AS SOON AT THE PALANRUINS PASS
THE GANESH TEMPLE, SHAMBUSA
STOPS THE PALANRUIN CAERYING THE
BRIDES. HE TELLS THEM T&
FOLLEOW HM- HE LEADS THEM AWAY-

THE EEST OF THE WEDDING PARTY CONTINUES ON T& THE PALACE- .~




Chastity Forever

THE BRIDES ARE LED T2 A PALACE IN A BEMOTE AREA-

You ARE TO
STAY IN HERE !

P

WITH A Lodb EMH; smmn CLOSES AND MLZES THE DME; FﬁEEVEE
TRAPPING THE NEW BRIDES INSIDE! HIS DUTY COMPLETE, HE SETS OFF.

N

)

)




The Legend of Ponnivala

MEANWHILE, WEDDING GUESTS ARE ENJOYING THEMSELVES BACK AT THE
PALACE. THEEE IS A GRAND FEAST. PEOPLE CHEW BETEL LEAVES, AND
CHAT- WHEN IT IS TIME T2 LEAVE, ALL BOW AND THANK THEIR HOSTS.-

e e
g e
..z =St Siot

24



Chastity Forever
KING KUNNUTAIYA AND &UEEN TAMARAI ARE WISE AND GENTLE BULERS.

X A n

THEY KNOW THEIR TIME ON EARTH IS BUNNING ouT- |8
ONE DAY, THEY CALL THEIR SONS TS THEIR SIDE-

© WHAT IS IT,

Il .,_'--1;; e
v o e i | OUR TIME ON
T 1y EARTH
gl IS ALMOST OVER! WE &l
WILL SOON BE TAKEN TO BEFORE THIS
LORD SHIVA'S COUNCIL === HAPPENS, WE WANT

CHAMBER- "i TO MAKE SEVERAL
‘ THINGS CLEAR.

.. ™

Sem L i

YOU MUST CONTINUE
OUR TRADITION OF JUST
AND GENTLE RULE!
NEVER TAKE REVENGE!

DO NOT D& ANYTHING T HARM THE
GREAT CHOLA KING. HIS FATHER AMD
GEANDFATHEE AEE EESFONSIELE FOE &IVING
THESE FINE LANDS T2 OUR FAMILY!




The Legend of Ponnivala

TAKE GOOD CARE
OF YOUR SISTER
TANGAL-.- YOU MUST Do
WHATEVER SHE ASKS!
SHE HAS THE POWEER TO
SEE THE FUTURE!

ONE LAST
THING! NEVER
HARM THOSE

COURSE! TANGAVALA
WE WIiLL D&

WHAT You T
THEY WILL HAVE
TO BEAR
THE CONSEQUENLES OF
THEIR SINS, AND WILL D& 82
WITHOUT oUR
INTERVENTION!

WOREY ABOUT THE
FUTURE OF OUR

".‘_..I:'/ NEI M‘LOL*
e CARRY OUT YOUR

ORSHIP OUR 6ODDESS

T ¥V DON'T FORGET TO
g W
~ ———\CELATTA EVERY DAY!

WITH THAT, THE BEOTHEES FAY THEIE
EESFECTS TO THEIE FARENTS, AND
TOUCH THEIR FEET T2 HONOE THEM.-




Chastity Forever

- L= ]

A FEW DAYS LATEE, THE GREAT RULERES PASS AWAY- LOED YEMAN
SCENDS FEOM HEAVEN AND TAKES THEIR SPIRITS BACK WITH HiM.
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T, htﬁ | .d s |
FUNERAL RITES ARE PERFORMED. PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER THE
REGION PAY THEIR RESPECTS. CROWS ARE FED COOKED RICE.




The Legend of Ponnivala

PONNAR AND SHANKAR ARE NEW THE SOLE BULERS OF PONNIVALA-

AS THEIE FAEENTS INSTEUCTED, THEY ABE JUST AND &ENTLE,
AND THEY WORSHIP THE FAMILY &ODDESS, CELATTA, EVEEY DAY.

Q’(‘\ f‘\ f\l"lr’\’f\ \‘!}5

BUT THERE IS A CHANSE THEIE
PARBENTS DID NOT ASK
FOR...WITH THEIR PARENTS'
DEATH, THE BROTHERS' LOVE
OF EAMBLING INTENSIFIES.




Chastity Forever

I WEN THAT

YoU HAVE T
COUNT MY LAST
THREE ROLLS!

THAT DICE GAME
LOCKS LIKE FUN! BUT
THAT YOUNGER TWIN,
SHANKAR, IS DANGEROUS!
I WANT TO JOIN, BUT T
MUST FIRST TAKE CARE

i 3

VISHNU HAS SUCH FUN, THAT FEOM THEN ON, HE OFTEN JOINS THE KINGS H

IN THEIR GAME — BUT HE IS ALWAYS CERTAIN T SHACKLE SHANKAR FIRST!
29




The Legend of Ponnivala

THE BEOTHEES EAT A MEAL., THEN SIT AND TALK-
— B = -[
IT

ELDER BROTHER!
DO YOU REMEMBER THAT
THOSE VILLAINOUS
CLANSMEN FROM TANGAVALA
SENT OUR PARENTS INTO

WE MUST VISIT
THOSE MEMN AND TEST
THEIR STRENGTH! WE
WILL SEE HOW BRAVE
THEY REALLY ARE!

OH SHANKAR! DON'T SPEAK LIKE
THAT! OUR FATHER AND MOTHER TOLD
US BEFORE THEY DIED, NEVER TO TROUBLE
THOSE CLANSMEN! HAVE YOU ALREADY
FORSOTTEN?

| i |
D

S

1T IS TEUE, THAT IS WHAT oUE

PARENTS SAID. BUT WE HAVE T&
DEAW THE LINE WHEN IT COMES T&
. SUCH INSCLENCE!

Vi S 1~ | IF WE DON'T ACT,
Il | THE INSULTS AND
" OPPRESSION VISITED ON OUR
PARENTS WiLL
z NEVER BE WIPED AWAY!

. |||I_ s

20



Chastity Forever

THAT IS NOT WHAT OUR sl
PARENTS REQUESTED... w7
‘ 1 .
o
@) © ‘}3
| .'tq. »
- W __f ! 1 ] Fa™ . i =
S IF WE RAISE A B) L i
cow ‘{ ARE YOU
AND SHE TRIES TO KILL ) /{ AFRAID, CH ELDER
US, SHOULD WE NOT . | BROTHER?
KILL HER
S IF SO, YOUNEED Y~ wppe |
NOT COME WITH ME! J s ==
SO
— —
©) (V&
fil -
BUT ==
YOUNGER s =
BROTHER.--- -
| o
;"J{ ...... - ““H. N | ;.-.-.
e - e m a | f’; :
T ey
N ~ — -
YOU CAN TAKE
{ CARE OF OUR LITTLE v,
:
A L i EE
,o lellef SHAMBUGA AND g &
: ; T WiLL 6O oz
INSTEAD! Y
B!

31



The Legend of Ponnivala

LORD ALERTED BY THE NOISE, SHAMBUGA COMES
SHANKAR, WHY \ T& SEE WHAT IS WRONS WITH HIS MASTERS.-
ARE YOU SHOUTING SHANKAR IS STILL VERY ANSRY.
AT YOUR
BROTHER? 5

e e e o P ] o
I e 1 41 PO R T =

LI L AL 1

| ‘ 5 -
o] SHAMBLUGA, DO B vivaTaTaY
' YOU KNOW AR .
WHAT HE SAID TO ME? HE =
KNOWS ALL THE TROUBLE THE ~——
TANGAVALA CLANSMEN

CAUSED OUR PARENTS!
YET WHEN T MERELY
SUSGEST THAT WE &0 AND
VISIT THEM, HE ACCUSES ME OF
NOT LISTENING T& OUR
PARENTS' ADVICE!

OH KIN&
SHANKAR, IF
|\ WANT TO 60, WE CAN MAKE J- @5 . -
THE TEIP T TANGAVALA |
| | ON OUR OWN!
[ ] ' I o
[

1L = __vi:_.:. ;_‘"v*q‘v‘f
—_— = oKl T WiLL T =

T COME WITH You - —
BOTH!

i
b A

THE THEEE MEN SET OFF TOGETHEE FOE TANGAVALA-

22



Chastity Forever

THE BEZSTHEES PUT &N THEIE WAERIZE OUTFITS AND <ET THEIE SW2EDS-

MAIDS! IF OUR SISTER
ASKS WHERE WE ARE, DO NOT
MENTION TANGAVALA!
SAY WE HAVE GONE TC
INSPECT THE PADDY
FIELDS!




The Legend of Ponnivala

T -
.--!l

SHAMBUGA, MY
BROTHER AND I WILL GO
AHEAD ON THE TWO HORSES.
A\ FOLLOW BEHIND US AS FAST AS A,

> YOU CAN! E W A

A A A
VWAV, = 3

/17111

L

THE KINGS EIDE ACEBOSS THE LAND LIKE
LIGHTENING! SHAMBUGA FOLLOWS CLOSE
BEHIND- SOON THEY WILL BE IN TANGAVALA!

THE TWIN SONS OF TAMARAI AND
KUNNUTAIYA AEE MAEEIED- WITH THE
DEATH OF THEIR PARENTS THEY
ALONE BEAR THE RESFPONSIBILITY
OF BULING PONNIVALA- THEIE
PARENTS COUNSELED THEM NOT T
HABM THE CLANSMEN OF
TANZAVALA- BUT THE ANGEY
YOUNGEER KING SHANKAE WANTS
EEVENGE! NOW THE KIN&S AND
THEIR POWERFUL ASSISTANT ARE
HEADING TOWARDS THE LAND OF
THEIR BIVALS- WHAT WILL HAPPEN
WHEN THEY ARRIVEZ WILL THEY
HEED THEIE FPAEENTS — O UNSHEATH

THEIR SWORDS 7

24



The Importance of The Legend of Ponnivala

This is an ancient epicpstemming from along tradition of lecal village storytelling
and paséed down‘as a Tively oral tradition. Its roots can be tfaced back to-medieval
times, well before the comingof the British'to India. Its €ontent was memorized
by bards who first'spent many years as apprentices: They Jearned from more
expérienced singers, eventually become leaders themselyes, ‘gaining the respect
and even adulation of whele villages 6f eager listerters.

The primnary source forthis néw -compressed retelling is a tape recording made in 1965 over 18
consecitive nights in a village where'music and song were still the primary means of after dark
entertainment: At that time, electricity was scarce in the region and there were no televisions,
comptiters, or CD players. Skilled bards provided the village entertainment, and served as the
area’s history teachers. They shaped the local understanding of the past by telling stories.

For the first time the Legend of Ponnivala is presented here as a connected chain of 26 short
episodes. These sequential tales describe the rich past of Kongunadu through a chain of events
that impact one local family. Its heroes and heroines are farmers who live in this specific cultural
and geographic region. The larger Legend covers a period of roughly six centuries of South
Indian medieval history. As a story it compresses what is known into three generations.
Basically, the life of the grandfather covers the period from 1.000 to 1.200 CE, the father’s
adventures represent the events between 1,200 CE and 1.400, while the experiences of the sons
match local events occurring between 1,400 CE and 1,600 CE. This is a story rich in cultural and
sociological detail. Several events parallel real social upheavals documented by contemporary
historical accounts.

The Legend of Ponnivala also presents a simplified template for a much larger idea - that all
life is eyclical. A basic concept that underlies folk Hinduism is that cosmic rhythms move in
great cycles. Each begins with the creation of a good age. Subsequently, various acts of human
selfishness cause deterioration. After a considerable period, such a cycle must end, often helped
by divine intervention. Via their deputies or incarnations, these deities kill all that is evil,
washing and cleansing the earth and then setting in motion a new era. Our series presents a
genuine folk model of how cosmic energies work.In a sense it tries to
de&gc the very nature of human life on earth!

-y ‘

yu For website extras such as character details and name
: and place pronunciations unique to this graphic novel
please visit the webpagr—.- below:



In the Beginning 14. The Temple Secret

1.

2. A Young Orphan 15. The Truth Unveiled

3. Along Exile 16. The Home-Coming A ,.:a,}
4. A Love Match 17. Chastity Forever @ e
5. A Magical Marriage 18. An Overlord Angered T
6. Roasted Seeds 19. Independence Won

7. A Thousand Beggars 20. Two Swords Blessed

8. A Cruel Curse 21. A Kidnapping Spree

9. The Counter Curse 22. A New Challenger

10. The Pillar of Destruction 23. The Enemy Confr

11. A Pilgrim's Journey 24 A Curse ed

12. The Gates of Heaven 25. The Great Sacrifice

13. The Book of Fate 6. An Epoch Ends

CO dA 26!
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