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LORD VISHNU
TELLS THE KING
AND QUEEN OF
PONNIVALA THEY
MUST COMPLETE
A LONG LIST OF
CHARITABLE
DEEDS IF THEY
WANT TO BE
GRANTED
CHILDREN-
MAKING LIFE
TOUGH, A GROUP
OF ARTISANS
DEVELOP A PLOT
TO KILL BOTH
UNDER THE
WHEELS OF A
TEMPLE CART
VISHNU HAD THEM
COMMISSION-
FAITH BRINGS
THE &ODS TO
THE COUPLE’'S
RESCUE. BUT
THEN LORD
VISHNU SPELLS
OUT ONE FINAL
CHALLENGE ...
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@UEEN TAMARAI'S
HEART IS FILLED WITH
SAD THOUGHTS ---

MY HEART IS CRUSHED!
LORD VISHNU HAS JUST READ
FROM HIS ALMANAC, AND I HAVE
LEARNED THAT I AM CURSED TO
BEAR NO CHILDREN AT

Wi 9 L X 10 ’ .v,v.v‘v,v .

""“"“’ NOT IN THIS LIFETIME, AND

NOT FOR SIX MORE REBIRTHS

TO COME! HOW CAN T BEAR
THIS BLEAKNESS?

WHAT IS THERE IN LIFE
IF T CANNOT HAVE THE JOY OF
SEEING MY OWN CHILDREN GROW
UP AROUND ME?Z WHAT, OH WHAT
CAN I DO TO LIFT THIS TERRIBLE

FATE FROM MY
SHOULDERS?




IT IS ANEW DAY IN THE LAND OF PONNIVALA- KING KUNNUTAIYA AND
HIS WIFE &@UEEN TAMARAI PATIENTLY LISTEN AS LOED VISHNU
EXPLAINS HOW THEY CAN COUNTER THEIR CURSE OF BARRENESS.-

OH KING AND

W GQUEEN, THERE IS
I\ MUCH YOU MUST
= po! ;

YOUu MUST
CONSTRUCT
WELLS EVERY TEN

PN EL0aoeT T M vou MusT ALSO BULD REST

STOPS FOR PEOPLE.




YOU ARE TO
CREATE SHELTERS
FOR ANIMALS.
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YOU MUST FEED A
THOUSAND BEGGARS-

AND

A Pilgrim's Journey

You MUST
CELEBRATE THE
WEDDING OF A
MARGOSA AND A
PEPAL TREE-

BUILD A CART
FOR CELATTA,
AND DRAW IT

\\ Il e
AROUND HER

gy A B

_ TEMPLE.-

-

FINALLY, YOU

MUST PLACE A
LARGE LAMP
ON TOP OF A

S XXX
A,
-“-‘-“-

PiLLAR IN

GANESH
TEMPLE.

THE LIGHT
MUST BE SO
BRIGHT THAT IT IS
VISIBLE FROM
HEAVEN!

THIS WILL BE
EXPENSIVE, MY LORD!
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y ON A MONDAY IN
A ¢ NOVEMBER, T WANT You : ===
TO START ON A PILGRIMAGE } ags |
TO KAS|, THE GATEWAY TO s

D HEAVEN.- —
'@|

WHEN YOoU REACH
THERE, I PROMISE TO : N\
GRANT YOU TWO SONS WHO f -’:I
CAN TILL THE LAND, AND A ]
DAUGHTER TO CARE FOR |
THE HOUSE .

il

g g

I HOLD UP MY
RIGHT HAND AS A SIGN
OF MY PROMISE TO DO
Z THIS. WIS . 2N

YES LORD,
WE NEED

CHILDREN TO . >\

FOLLOW INOUR A\ W\

% FOOTSTEPS. Vnor B

fialadle ONLY THEY CAN CARE FOR
n PONNIVALA AFTER WE DIE! -

WE NEED YOUR

BLESSINGS ALWAYS,
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OH STONE N
MASONS! ...T WANT YOouU TO

RUICKLY, EAGER FOR THE WOEK

THE SUN EISES THE NEXT
MOENING, AND KING
KUNNUTAIYA CALLS FOR THE
STONE MASONS OF A NEARBY
VILLAGE- THEY ARRIVE

THEY ARE ABOUT T© BE GIVEN.-

Di& A WELL AT TEN MILE
INTERVALS ON EVERY ROAD
IN PONNIVALA.-

-
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PLALES AND EATING
SHELTERS.-

THE MAID PAYS THE STONE MASONS
PEAELS AS AN ADVANCE ON THEIR WOEK.-

A MEASURE OF

YES LORD! IT
SHALL BE DONE

MAID!
BRING

Lm e w = S SE DEBE TR T LS e e

OKAY MEN,
GET TO WORK
STRAIGHT AWAY!
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WE WANT TO
PERFORM THE WEDDING OF
A MARGOSA AND A PEPAL TREE-
WHAT WILL WE NEED FOR
THIS?

You MUST
HAVE A WEDDIN
NECKLACE

AND A HALF A Yyou wiLL
MEASURE OF CLARIFIED ALSO NEED
BUTTER! # COCONUTS...

T wiLL
= BETEL . I8 Perrorm THE
: : CEREMONY
LEAVES AND |
=\ _ TOMORROW
S/ ARECA NUTS..- MORNING!

e A BUNDLE OF =

T
:r' THREAD AND SOME

TURMERIC!

OKAY! MAIDS, BRING
EVERYTHING THE BRAHMAN }
ASKED FOR. |
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COME TO X
THE PLACE NEAR
THE GANESH
TEMPLE.-..

WHERE THOSE
TWO TREES ARE
GROWING CLOSE TO
ONE ANOTHER!

Qv K
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THE FOLLOWING DAY, A GEOUP OF
CAEPENTEES ARE SENT FOR.- THEY
AEBEIVE, EAGER TO HEAR WHAT THE
KING AND QUEEN HAVE TO SAY. BY
NOW, EVERYONE HAS HEAERD ABOUT
THE CHARITABLE ACTS THEY HAVE
PLANNED TO UNDERETAKE -

= 7/ CARPENTERS!

WE WANT YoUu TO
BUILD A TEMPLE CART
FOR CELATTA!

YES, OH KING!
WE HAVE HEARD OF
YOUR MANY GOOD

T s, T
5 "‘!("" THIE CART
WILL BE A GIFT ASKING

A THE GODDESS TO GRANT
FERTILITY T BARREN

BEAUTIFUL.-
CARVE IT
FROM THE
WOOD OF THE
VENKAI

¥ You WILL FIND THIS |
N TREE NEAR OUR VELLAN
KULAM TANK. .

!.’IIIJI|JJJ
78 7 wEwWiLL
GET TO WORK
RIGHT AWAY!

TO FINISH
WITHIN 20
_ DAYS!

10
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DEEP IN THE THICK FOREST ---

HERE WE
ARE!

LET'S
GET TO WORK
STRAIGHT

WHAT'S THAT
SOUND? I HEAR A
TERRIBLE OMEN!

NEVER MIND!
WE NEED TO
FINISH THIS!

WHILE THE
CART IS BEING
PULLED, SOMEHTING
OMINOUS 1S GOING TO
HAPPEN!

JUST FORGET
WHAT YOU HEARD AND
FINISH CUTTING DOWN

THIS TREE!
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THE CARPENTEES WOEK HARD TO BUILD A MAGNIFICENT CAET ---

TIME PASSES, THE TANGAVALA CLANSMEN ARRIVE, OFFERING THE ARTISANS
A BARGAIN THAT coulLD MAKE THEM ALL RICH- THE CARPENTEES LISTEN TO
WHAT THESE DEVIOUS MEN HAVE TO SAY, INTRIGUED BY THE OFFER-

WELL, WE HAVE
SOMETHING IN MIND- IT
COULD MAKE You VERY
WEALTHY!

WHAT DO WE - '
HAVE TO DO? 4 IS READY TO BE LET US COME

PULLED... AND DO THE
PULLING!...
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--- THAT CELATTA
APPEARED TO YOU IN A
L\ DREAM LAST NIGHT ---

. ---AND
TOLD YOU THAT
PULLING THE
CART WAS NOT

" ENOUGH! ...

--- CELATTA NEEDS KUNNUTAIYA AND
TAMARAI TO PLACE THEIR OWN HEADS UNDER
THE CART'S WHEELS!

IF YOU DO THIS, WE WILL &IVE

SAY THAT IT

"WILL NOT MOVE UNTIL

THAT SUPREME
SACRIFICE IS MADE-

YOU HALF OF THEIR LAND, AND HALF OF THEIR

WEALTH!

WHY SHOULD WE
LIVE IN POVERTY?

OKAY! WE
wiLL DO IT!

THE CAEPENTEES AGEEE TO THE DEAL, AND THE CLANSMEN DEPAET .
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: SURE- You
: CAN DO THE
PULLING- TWO OF
\ US WILL RIDE ON
> THE CART

ON THAT DAY,
AFTER THE CART HAS
MOVED
SOUTHWARD.---

THEN WESTWARD,
BUT BEFORE IT MOVES
NORTH.- .-

WE WANT You
TO STOP ITS
PROGRESS!

-
WHEN THE CROWD
OF PEOPLE THERE
ASK WHAT HAS
HAPPENED.-..

-
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THE TEMPLE GROUNDS ARE BUZZING WITH
ANTICIPATION- IT IS TIME TO PULL THE CART!

F
Ay
LTI,

ITISTIME TO
\ PULL THE CAERT.
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OF THE
UNIVERSE!

PLEASE .
BLESS THIS CART
AND LET IT MOVE
FORWARD EASILY.

IT MUST MAKE THE TRIP "\
AROUND THE TEMPLE WITHOUT )*
ANY PROBLEMS! .

ITISTIME
TO PULL THE
CART- GRAB THE

AH, NOW'S our
CHANCE!

IT'S TIME TO
GET
THOSE RULERS OUT OF
PONNIVALA ONCE AND
FOR ALL!
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THE MEN PICK UP THE ROPE- LEV’EES ARE USED TO MOVE THE kJHEEL»S.

THE BRAHMAN AND TWO ARTISANS EIDE ON THE CART.

n‘.rf.’d“-".‘\;].":llll.‘l‘l-l- e
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BUT BEFQEE THE CART CAN TUEN TO THE NOETH, AN AETISAN SNEA‘KJLY
APPLIES A BRAKE USING A WOODEN WEDGE. THE MUSIC HALTS ABRUPTLY.

=~ THE CART HAS ST&PPED.




*

W OHLORD! IT'S
I | 50 TERRIBLE! How )|

4‘\"ltn.m

WHY HAS THE CART
STOPPED?
KEEP IT MOVING!

ARTISAN!
WHAT IS IT?

#\*\:: Eywe? ﬂ' 3
Nl

)F [y T
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: NEVER S
MIND, ARTISAN.
JUST TELL THE

OH LORD!
LAST NIGHT CELATTA
CAME TO ME IN A
DREAM.

ALONE IS NOT
ENOUGH!

SHE TOLD ME
THAT ONLY IF THE KING
AND QUEEN PLACE THEIR
HEADS UNDER THE CART
WHEELS. .-

wiLL IT
MAKE ONE FULL
ROUND OF THE

" WHEN DID CELATTA COM
TO SPEAK TO YOU?
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OH CELATTA!
You DISTURBED
WOMAN!

COULDN'T You
HAVE TOLD US THE CART
' WAS NOT ENOUGH? S

WE HAVE BEEN

BUILDING THIS CART FOR i

AN ENTIRE MONTH.-

HOW MANY DAYS
DID IT TAKE YOU TO PLAN
THIS DECEIT?

/8 \\\\
25 olo]e = [=L°]
o

FINE! LET THE
CLANSMEN PERFORM
YOUR PUJAS FROM

T
0

MY HUSBAND AND I
ARE GOING TO DIE-

bes/ AMAARAALASSAAAAAAANOOAWAA o
/ XXX AKX

OOV YA XYY

YOO |
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WE WILL
PLACE OUR
HEADS UNDER THE | %" 3
WHEELS OF  Jaifik 2D - 1T

 YOUR CART! ) SEEMS ONLY
E B THAT wiLL MAKE
_ YOU HAPPY! _

OKAY MEN.
PULL THE CART!

NO ONE CAN BEAR TO WATCH ---




BUT THIS TRICKERY HAS NOT GONE UNNOTICED!
LORD VISHNU, WATCHING FROM THE MILK SEA,
DECIDES TO INTERVENE- HE TURNS HMSELF

INTO A FLY AND DESCENDS TO EARTH-

WARD, HE MAGICALLY
y ARTISANS DIE!
AT,

W
T,




PEOPLE FLEE FROM THE SCENE. ONLY ONE ARTISAN REMAINS ALIVE--.

o

WO'O'OV A "‘ I MUST GET
OO XY= JER X WAY FROM
AN ~ e !

= ONE DAY I
{ WILL RETURN AND
TAKE MY

!
OH WIFE! EEVENGE

WHY HAVE WE
NOT BEEN
KILLED?

MUST BE
LORD VISHNU'S

SOMEHOW,
ALTHOUGH SO
MANY HAVE DIED,
WE ARE STILL
ALIVE!
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SOME TIME PASSES- THE
EBULING cOUPLE OF
FPONNIVALA STILL HAVE A
FEW THINGS LEFT TO
ACCOMPLISH BEFOEE
VISHNU WILL REWARD THEM
WITH CHILDEREN- TAMAEAI
DECIDES IT IS TIME THEY
FINISH WHAT THEY HAVE
BEGUN-

OH HUSBAND,
THERE ARE TWO
THINGS LEFT WE HAVE
NOT DONE!

GO TO SEI
RANGAM AND

" MUST FEED A 'QI &
o FeoD ==\ sriNG BACK 1000

. BEGGARS!

WE CAN DO THAT
ON MONDAY-

; . WE_EQ fnlr'
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FINALLY, SEEING A TEMPLE ON THE — | i
HORIZON, HE KNOWS HE HAS ARRIVED! Tg Dm UFI Q—U i

WHERE ARE
YOU ALL COMING

WE WERE JUST FED - —
INATOWN TO THE
COME TO
e MY PALACE AND
LET ME GIVE YOU A

NOON MEAL

7" THANK You
LORD! WE WILL
COME .-
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THE MENDICANTS AND THE BOYS FolLLoW KUNNUTAIYA BACK TO
PONNIVALA- MANY OTHER BEGGARS JOIN THEM ON THE WAY- ALL ARE
HOPING FOR A MEAL- MEANWHILE, TAMARAl OEDEES A FEAST -

MAID, 1S
EVERYTHING
PREPARED?

OH WIFE, /) WE HAVE

1000 MOUTHS
M 1 Have 1000 BEGGARS ;
// AR WITH ME! TOFEEDE

SOON THE PALACE AND ITS GROUNDS AEE FILLED WITH 1000 BEGGARS-

e
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‘e;‘h - :-'.

EVERYONE IS GRATEFUL - THE KING AND QUEEN ARE

-

HAPPY.

HAVE You
DONE ALL THE L
THINGS T ASKED You (ﬁ

g

WITH A FLASH, ONE OF THE BEGGARS TURNS INTO LORD VISHNU HIMSELF!

LORD! WE HAVE N
COMPLETED ALL Y\l WE STILL HAVE TO PLACE
BUT ONE THING ON J% A LAMP ON A POST AT THE
YOUR LIST! M GANESH TEMPLE-
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DO THAT- THEN I
WANT YOU TO SET
OFF FOR KASI!

COME TO THE “
MIGHTY Fl& TREE ON THE
BANKS OF THE KAVEEI! AND
I wWiLL MEET You

PUT SEVEN
MEASLIRES OF FINE
BUTTER OIL IN

MAKE IT A
LAMP BY PLACING A
WICK IN IT. SET THIS
ATOP A PILLAR IN FRONT
OF THE GANESH

"HUSBAND AND T
ARE LEAVING T ::
FOR KaS|!_ R ‘ .‘. QA

YES, LADY! IT
wILL BE DONE!

THE LAMP IS SOON COMPLETE, AND PLACED ON A PILLARE-

20
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THE PEOPLE OF PONNIVALA BRING [

GIFTS FOR THE COUPLE- OH VILLAGERS. IT
WILL BE 21 YEARS
. BEFORE WE RETURN.

PLEASE LOOK
AFTER EVERYTHING WELL
UNTIL WE GET BACK!

SOON, THE TWO ARE LE

FT ALONE.- }

i

AN N

~ PLEASE ~
SEND BEETLES AND
WASPS TO PROTECT THIS

111111

& g = GONE!
VISHNU HEARS THE PRAYER AND SENDS A SWARM OF STINGING INSECTS.

PLACE WHILE WE ARE /|

654 i

OH

PALACE FOR US!

BEETLES, WASPS!
| PLEASE PROTECT THE
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THE COUPLE VISIT THE GEM?’TA TEMPLE- WE ARE
GOING TO MAKE A
PILGRIMAGE TO
KASI.

7" WITH YOUR (
HELP, TWANT TO ¥
OBTAIN A GIFT OF Jj

PLEASE COME
WITH ME AS MY
GUARDIAN!

N e P (4 _
ALL OVER THE KINEDOM, PEOPLE HEAR OF THE RULING [
COUPLE'S PILERIMACE.- EVEN THE ANIMALS ARE INTRIGLED-

SINCE THEY ARE GOING
HUSBAND! THE KIN& ON A PILGRIMMAGE TO GET
AND QUEEN ARE FDMING CHILDREN, LET'S ASK THEM FOR
THIS WAY: A SON OF OUR OWN!
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_ OH GREAT LADY! You
\ ARE ABOUT TO EMBARK ON A
: PILGRIMAGE TO KASI-

WHEN You )
OBTAIN YOUR BOON, -
WHEN YOUR SONS
FLEADE 351;22,0 NEFOE ARRIVE, THEY WILL NEED A
| POWERFUL ASSISTANT-
SOMEONE WITH THE
N el STRENGTH OF 16 ELEPHANTS, A MAN
&, 0% WHO CAN TRAVEL WITH THE SPEED
OF LIGHTNING!
THAT L ~
ASSISTANT ; 9 ot 32%’45 5M:BE
SHOULD BE MY a e~ wiLL BEl-Né
" B \  BACK A GIFT
_ LN\ FOR You!
_ WE N :
OH QUEEN, i wiLL SET ouT
PLEASE OBTAIN THIS IN EARNEST
\  GIFT FOR ME! NOW -

SOON, THE COUPLE COME ACROSS A PAIR OF COWS, AND A PAIR
OF HORSES- BOTH PAIRS OF ANIMAL S HAVE THE SAME RERUEST ---

e, Y .l_l

F 1)
L
i ¥

PLEASE OBTAIN ~—u, =

THE GIFT OF & Py
OFFSPRING FOR US kol ok
TOO!
L =
e *~—=ﬁ’
-4 —— = > ;
'\J /J,

TAMARAI PEOCMISES TO RETUEN WITH A BOON FORE ALL-

33
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THE COUPLE NOW START ON THEIR JOURNEY TO KASI-

TAMARAI AND KUNNUTAIYA HAVE
COMPLETED THE TASKS SET FOR
THEM BY LORD VISHNU- THEY HAVE

MET DANEGER, BUT THE GREAT &OD
HAS PROTECTED AND GUIDED THEM
THROUEH ALL THEIR DIFFICULTIES-
STILL, A LONE JOURNEY NOW LIES
AHEAD- WHAT WILL THE COUPLE
ENCOUNTER ON THEIR 21 YEAR TRIPZ
AFTER ALL OF THE TRIALS THEY HAVE
FACED, WILL THEY FINALLY BE
REWARDEDZ OR ARE THERE SIMPLY
MORE AND MORE DIFFICULTIES AHEAD
FOR THE JUST KING AND QUEEN OF
PONNNVALAZ

34



The Importance of The Legend of Ponnivala

This is an ancient epicpstemming from along tradition of local village storytelling
and passed down‘as alively oral tradition. Its Toots can be tfaced back to. medieval
times, well before the coming of the British'to India. Its content was' memorized
by bards who first §pent many years as apprentices: They-learned from more
expérienced singers, eventually become leaders themselves, gaining the respect
and even adulation of whole villages/6f eager listeners.

The primary source forthis néw compressed retelling is a tape.recording made in 1965 over 18
consectitive nights in a village where ' music and song were still the primary means of after dark
entertainment: At‘that time, electricity was scarce in the region and there were no televisions,
comptters, or CD players. Skilled bards provided the village entertainment, and served as the
area’s history teachers. They shaped the local understanding of the past by telling stories.

For the first time the Legend of Ponnivala is presented here as a connected chain of 26 short
episodes. These sequential tales describe the rich past of Kongunadu through a chain of events
that impact one local family. Its heroes and heroines are farmers who live in this specific cultural
and geographic region. The larger Legend covers a period of roughly six centuries of South
Indian medieval history. As a story it compresses what is known into three generations.
Basically, the life of the grandfather covers the period from 1.000 to 1.200 CE, the father’s
adventures represent the events between 1,200 CE and 1.400, while the experiences of the sons
match local events occurring between 1,400 CE and 1,600 CE. This is a story rich in cultural and
sociological detail. Several events parallel real social upheavals documented by contemporary
historical accounts.

The Legend of Ponnivala also presents a simplified template for a much larger idea - that all

life is cyclical. A basic concept that underlies folk Hinduism is that cosmic rhythms move in

great cycles. Each begins with the creation of a good age. Subsequently, various acts of human

selfishness cause deterioration. After a considerable period, such a cycle must end, often helped

by divine intervention. Via their deputies or incarnations, these deities kill all that is evil,

washing and cleansing the earth and then setting in motion a new era. Our series presents a
genuine folk model of how cosmic energies work.In a sense it tries to
depict the very nature of human life on earth!

For website extras such as character details and name
and place pronunciations unique to this graphic novel
please visit the webpage below:

vivala.com /comicll
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. The Temple Secret
. The Truth Unveiled

. The Home-Coming

. Chastity Forever

. An Overlord Angered
. Independence Won

. Two Swords Blessed

. A Kidnapping Spree

. A New Challenger

. The Enemy Confronted
. A Curse Revealed

. The 6reat Sacrifice

. An Epoch Ends

“ublis]
WWW. B OM mlvala market.com “H“IM

l—lc‘ ise vistk ourma

WA AASNAS L F“(_‘!I"HW]V :ll a.Caom

site:




