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INTRODUCTION

This little book of Forty-eight pages contains the story of a
girl-saint. Her name was Gauri. She married of her own free-
will a Vaishnava youth and suffered persecution from the mother-
in-law. The only solace of her life lay in singing the praises of
Siva and worshipping His devotees. The only child of her par-
ents, she was born to them after Virupaksha, the father, had
obtained the Lord’s grace by severe austerities in the penance-
grove. But the virago of a mother-in-law cared not for poor
Gauri’s blessed origin, forced her to do all the domestic drudg-
ery and gave her hard words and stinging stripes in return for
all the service she so ungrudgingly rendered. Gauri shed her
tears of grief in secret and patiently bore the cruelty. One day
when her tormentor was out on a visit to a neighbouring town,
the Lord Himself appeared to the woe-stricken girl in the guise
of a hermit in red garb and ate of the meals she served. He
suddenly changed Himself into a beautiful youth and tested the
chastity of her mind. She screamed in fright; God became a
baby and crowed in a cradle of that instant's making. Down
came the Amazon and was going to tear her daughter-in-law
limb from limb. She had already grasped her weapon, the broom-
stick, and was flourishing it in fury. All of a sudden there was a
blaze of celestial light. Siva and his lovely consort appeared
above riding their milk-white bull. Gauri was mad with joy; She
glorified her Lord. He took her to his abode, counselling the
tyrant mother-in-law to abandon her evil ways in future.

This pretty little story is culled from Halasya Mahatmya and
narrated in simple Tamil prose in this literary work. The author,
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Mr. V. Swaminatha Sarma, is a young man of much learning in
the Tamil classics. His ambition seems to be to induce our coun-
trymen to take as much interest in their mother-tongue as in
English. The object is laudable. With some friends to aid him,
he has formed a society for the development of Tamil literature.
He has taken the first step in practical work by bringing out this
booklet. He presents in it a Puranic episode in a manner that
would prove attractive to the modern reader. | am delighted with
the spirit of devotion to God which he has manifested in every
sentence of his narrative. The language is dignified, yet within
the compass of ordinary comprehension. Scattered over the
work are also passages revealing real literary beauty. Mr.
Sarma’s references to Female Education in the course of the
story are most happily conceived and fit in with the plot excel-
lently well. Even in this age we need some exhortation to recog-
nise that we are wrong in withholding from our sisters the bless-
ings of education which we ourselves enjoy in such abundance.
Puranic stories contain buried in them precious gems of moral
teaching; many an enthusiastic author can do worse than revi-
talizing them to suit the tastes of the twentieth century. Mr.
Swaminathan has made a good start. May the Lord Sri
RAMACHANDRA bless him with the power to do more for his
motherland.

K. SRINIVASA RAMAJIVI

OLD TAWKER’'S GARDENS
Madras 16.11.1914.
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PREFACE

INDIA'S achievements of the past, longings of the
present and hopes of the future are truly represented in
Gandhi. His voice is that of a seer and his actions are
those of a statesman. That is why he is a puzzle to many.
To understand him, one must go back to India’s cultural
heritage. Without a knowledge of the past it is impossi-
ble to understand Gandhi in the present. This brochure
is an attempt to show that Gandhi’s utterances and ac-
tivities have a spiritual background which is India’s own.

This essay owes its origin to an esteemed friend of
mine, who wishes to be anonymous. His is the life of this
book, and mine the name and form.

V. SWAMINATHAN.
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THE ESSENTIALS OF
GANDH I SM

“Let knowledge grow from more to more,
But more of reverence in us dwell,
That mind and soul according well,
May make one music as before.”

In these words of the poet we have the cry of pained life itself
seeking a larger synthesis of ideas in a world of conflict. The seeker
after truth cannot afford to raise a Chinese wall round his mind. He
cannot afford to shut out knowledge from whatever quarter it may
come. But at the same time he is compelled to realise more and more
that he cannot afford to live on air-fed fancies imported from abroad.
Truthis not acommodity that is generally exported abroad. Even those
truths that come to us from other lands come like preserved food in
neatly bound volumes. In the absence of fresh provision of the mind
we may have to accept them, but they are a poor substitute for what
may be gathered afresh. The truth that we seek must be gathered fresh
from the soil of our land. If we are to live from day to day we must
seek light from the lives of the great among us, for we cannot afford to
live in a dead past however gloriousit may be. We must drink from the
stream of life asit runs. In so far as our intellectual alegianceisto a
dead past or to a foreign land, it throws the centre of gravity of our
moral being outside us. It is this sense of dis-satisfaction and of dis-
illusionment that has compelled modern Indiato turn its mind more and
more inward to seek such light for life as will help mankind in its
pilgrimage through life. With it has come a sense of new-found
satisfaction with life, and our lives too, little as they may be, are worth
living in so far as they are lived in conformity with what is great in the
present and noblein the traditions of the past. In so far aswhat isnoble
in our age carries us along the high-road of human achievement thereis
no need to despair of our future. Itisin thisfaith that one turnsto the
inspired songs of Tagore, to the clarion call of Tilak, and to the ethical
politics of Gandhi.
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If we who are in the midst of an Indian Renaissance have turned
away from Rousseau and Hume, Huxley and Mill, it is for reasons that
are peculiarly our own. Our immortal poet who is the spear-head of
our cultural advance writes,

“I have a deep love and a great respect for the British race as
human beings. It has produced great hearted men, thinkers of
great thoughts, doers of great deeds. It has given rise to great
literature. | know that these people love justice and freedom and
hate lies. They are clean in their minds, frank in their manners,
true in their friendships; in their behaviour they are honest and
reliable. The personal experiencewhich | havehad of their literary
men has roused my admiration not merely for their thought and
expression but for their chivalrous humanity. \We have felt the
greatness of this people as we feel the sun; but asfor the nation,
it is for us a thick mist of a stifling nature covering the sun
itself.”

(Rabindranath Tagor e, Nationalism, P.16.)

We have therefore gone back for the fertilising warmth of life to
our own ancient culture as found in the Upanishads. To us the contact
with Europe has been useful mainly negatively. It hasliberated usfrom
the dead growth of ages. The moral and political revolutions that are
taking place in our country can be understood only in the light of our
ancient culture. If Gandhi isthe conscience and the voice of India, itis
because his appedl to lifeis essentially spiritual. In him we have, as it
were, the Everest of our aspirations. But we cannot have the Everest
apart from the Himalayas. Cut off the Everest above the North Col, and
put it on the plains; it will be but a small hill. Take off the Indian
background of culture from Gandhi, and you get a compound of Ruskin
and Tolstoy. Theright attitude to the Mahatma is to regard him as the
greatest luminary who has appeared in our land after the Buddha. In
him we do not have a new voice, but areiteration of our age-old vision
of life, liberated from the encrustation of ages. His greatest contribution
to lifeis that he has taught usto re-discover God in the common walks
and ways of life. He hastaught usto realise that whatever may happen
to us, dharma is imperishable.

Nature, beautiful as it is, is the manifestation of a living spirit.
We comprehend this spirit by our love of it. In God we have the highest
of our spiritual experience. Our political philosophy and economic
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activitiesshould be guided by the widest love of life, which alone assures
us immortality. This view may be traced back to Plato, or forward to
the idealistic thinkers of the recent past. Time, than whom there is no
greater critic, has shown to us the worth of thisideal. All that we are
interested in asserting is that there isin the Indian view of life, whether
we trace it back to the Rishis of the Upanishads, the precursors of
Plato, or forward to our living exponents, a similar development of
thought.

In as much as the Indian view of life finds its concentrated and
articulate expression in Gandhi, his views on Nature will be particulary
illuminating. Hewrites,

“Behind the magnificent and kaleidoscopic variety one
discoversin Nature a unity of purpose, design and formwhich is
equally unmistakable. The idea of same-ness or one-ness was
carried by Sankarato its utmost logical and natural limit, and he
exclaimed that there was only one truth, one God, Brahman, and
all form, Nama, Rupa, was illusion or illusory, evanescent. We
need not debate whether what we see is unreal, and whether the
real behind the unreality is what we do not see. Let both be
equally real if you will.”

The practical conclusion that Gandhi draws from his attitude to
Nature is that we should not be lost in contemplating the beauty of
externals. When the emphasis shifts from the external to the internal
the truth of a thing becomes more appealing than the beauty of it.
Similarly with human nature. In the course of his conversation with G,
Ramachandran, Gandhi said,

“To a true artist only that face is beautiful which, quite apart
from its exterior, shines with the truth within the soul. There is no
beauty apart from truth. On the other hand, truth may manifest itself in
forms which may not be outwardly beautiful at all. Socrates, we are
told, was the most truthful man of histime, and yet his features are said
to have been the ugliest in Greece. To my mind he wasbeautiful because
all his mind was a striving after truth.”

In Gandhi’s attitude to Nature and in his insisting that what is
internal is more important than what is external, we have the starting
point of the Indian attitude to life. It makes Nature spiritual. Such a
view is as old as the Upanishads. Apart from the magnificent opening
line of the | sa Upanishad where we read, ‘By the Lord enveloped must
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all this be’, we read in the Swetaswatara Upanishad,

“The one who himself without colour, by the
manifold application of his power
Distributes many coloursin his hidden purpose,
And in whom its end, and its beginning, the
whole world dissolves heis God;
May He endow us with clear intellect.”

In as much as Nature is the vehicle of the spirit, it leads us to
perceive the divine unity that underliesal life.

Theunity that is perceived isaspiritual one. Yajnavalkyasaysin
the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad,

“There is on earth no diversity.
He gets death after death
who perceives here seeming diversity.”

TheK atha Upanishad similarly saysthat self-realisation depends
on the mind perceiving a sense of spiritua unity with the rest of the
cosmos. Among our living seers, Babu Bhagavan Das has given
unequivocal expressionto it. He writes,

“Nature, God’s Nature, Nature’s God is a breakless continuum.”
(Contemporary Indian Philosophy, P144.)

It is our conviction that “the individual as well as the world is the
manifestation of the same reality, and both are therefore at bottom one.
Thereis, in other words, no break between Nature and man, or between
either of them and God.”*

Great thinkers of the East point out that the most obvious way of
perceiving this spiritual unity is by the law of love. Gandhi writes,

*““He who injures others is jealous of others, is not fit to live in
the world. We are all bound by the ties of love. Thereisin
everything a centripetal force without which nothing could have
existed. cientiststell usthat without the presence of the cohesive
force among the atoms that comprise this globe of ours, it would
crumble to pieces and would cease to exist, and even as thereis
cohesive forcein blind matter, so much must therebein all things
animate, and the name for that cohesive force among all animate

1. Hiriyanna, Outlines of - Indian Philosophy, P.57.
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beings is love. We notice it between father and son, between
brother and sister, friend and friend. But we have to learn to use
that force among all that lives, and in the use of it consists our
knowledge of God.”

(YoungIndia, 6th Oct, 1920.)

It is because love is the active principle involved in ahimsa, and
ahimsais regarded as the highest dharma that we have a conception of
God asthe highest value of love. Thelndian attitudeto God isadmirably
summed up by Surendranath Das Gupta in Contemporary Indian
Philosophy, (p.211). He writes,

“The true God is not the God as the architect of the universe,
nor the God who tides over our economic difficulties, or panders
to our vanities by fulfilling our wishes, but isthe God who emerges
within, in and through our value sense, pulling usin and through
the emergent ideals, and with whom| may feel myself to be united
in the deepest bonds of love. The dominance of valuesin all its
forms presupposeslove, for it islovefor theideal that leadsusto
forget our biological encumbrances. Loveisto be distinguished
from passion by the fact that while the latter is to be intimated
biologically, the former isintimated by a devotednessto theideal.
When a consuming love of this description is once generated,
man is raised to God-head and God to Man.”

Weredlisethat in so far aswe live up to the highest ideals of life
we have aready lived in God. The Katha Upanishad therefore regards
God as the immanent spiritual reality of the world and observes that
whoever departs from thisworld without recognising its spiritual aspect
misses the entire significance of life. “One should worship the Self
alone as the true world.” That is why our sages say that one must seek
the Self inall, and all in the Self. But they are also conscious of the fact
that the immanent does not exhaust the possibilities of the divine. They
express the transcendence of God by a simile that comes naturally to
the dwellers of thetapovana. They observe that just as one finds cattle
by their footprint, so also one may find God by His foot-print, the self.
It is because they realise that the individual may often be the matrix of
the divine that they say that just as the sun is not sullied by the earth-
born clouds, so also the glory of God is not limited by man. All that
they recogniseisthat there arelimitless possibilities of the earth becoming
the likeness of heaven. It is because they see no visible bounds to the
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progress of the earth that they say that only afourth of God is on earth,
and three-fourthsin heaven. Inthe Indian view of life equal prominence
is given to theimmanence aswell as the transcendence of God, for God
isregarded as the highest value of life. This value goes on developing,
and at each stage has its own completion. Gandhi writes,

“To me God is truth and love. God is ethics, morality. God
isfearlessness. God isconscience. Heis even the atheism of the
atheist. One may banish the word ‘God’, but one has no power
to banish the thing itself.”

(YoungIndia,March5,1925.)

It is because to Gandhi God isthe highest redlity of lifethat heis
not prepared to quarrel over religious differences. He believes in the
Bible quite asmuch ashebelievesinthe Gita. Similarly he considersall
prophets to be of equal eminence. He points out how foolish it is for
ordinary personsto sit in judgement over Christ or Mahomed, Krishna
or Zoroaster, and eval uate the degree of divinessinthem, for it presumes
superior wisdom on the part of the critic himself. Gandhi does not
relish sectarian quarrels. He pointsout that quarrelling about God islike
the men of the hills quarrelling with the men of the plains because they
have a different feel of the sun. He does not consider every word of
every sacred book to be literally true, but he considers their sum total
to betrue. In hisinterpretation of these books he is guided by reason,
subject to faith in God, and subject to rejecting from those books all
those passages that go contrary to the law of love. Gandhi does not
regard Christ as the only begotten son of God, because God cannot
beget a son; but he considers himto beagreat teacher who taught, not
anew religion, but anew way of life. To Gandhi, Krishnaisno morean
avatar than Christ. Heisonly so far above average humanity as to be
nearer God than man. Speaking of the nature of God and the prophets,
Gandhi writes,

“Being necessarily limited by the bonds of the flesh we can
attain perfection only after the dissolution of the body. God
alone is absolutely perfect. When He descends to earth, He, of
his own accord, limits Himself.”

(Harijan,April 17th,1937.)

It is because Gandhi considers that all the principal religions of
the world are true that he discountenances not only sectarian quarrels
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but also attempts to convert people, mostly the ignorant ones, from one
religion to another. He considers religion to be of value only when it
provides a common moral platform for al out deeds which have the
welfare of man as their object.

Prayer, according to this point of view, is an attunement of spiri-
tual unity. Thisis seen in the divine Gayatri aswell asin the equally
familiar prayer in the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad,

“Lead us from falsehood to truth,
From darkness to light,
From death to immortality.”

WEell may we pause here to ask ourselves who it isthat isto lead
us. The answer is given to us in the Purusha Suktha. The Purusha
with the thousand heads is not a many-headed monster, but He is the
immanent ideal of the universe. Narayana is regarded not only as the
supreme Brahman, the supreme Reality and the supreme Light, but also
as the supreme Meditator and the supreme Meditation. When prayer is
regarded as meditation, the highest kind of prayer issilent prayer, which
according to Gandhi is not a monologue, but a dialogue between oneself
and God. The Purusha Suktha says,

“All the worlds, whatever is seen or heard,
Pervading it inside and out, Narayana stands.”

Theworshipper who identifieshimself with thedivine bothin the
relative and in the absolute undergoes aseries of intense self-purification,
and at last breaks out in a triumphal chant,

“That | am. Whatever | am, | am Brahman.
| am;
I am the Brahman. | am myself alone. | offer myself.”

In this supreme renunciation of self, life becomes as one of our
living seers says, ‘an incessant explosion of freedom’. The individual
self finds itself at last in tune with ‘that harmony of rhythm which is in
the heart of the essential.” Our working conception of life, as well as
our attitude to Nature and to fellow-men becomes reoriented to our
knowledge of the highest Reality. The new light becomes the basis also
of all the Purusharthas - the cardinal values of life. In the words of
Babu Bhagavan Das, the true, the beautiful and the good are perceived
as Satyam, Priyam, and Hitam and they become satyam, sivam,
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Sundaram - the restful, the auspicious and the lovely aspects of life.

In such an attitude to life, our conduct is elevated above the
average conception of rights and duties. We learn ‘to own the whole
world by disowning ourselves.” This is the great ideal of Nishkama
Karma - of desireless action, of action for the love of God, i.e. of life,
rather than for love of results for oneself. The implications of such an
attitude towardsthe hereafter are brought out by Gandhi when hewrites,

“Those who believe in the soul know that the soul never dies.
The souls of the living as well as of the dead are all one. The
eternal process of creation and of destruction are all going on
ceaselessly.”

(YoungIndia, 13th Oct, 1921.)

Inthe course of hisconversation with Lord Lothian, Gandhi said,

“God is truth, for as our scriptures say, ‘Nothing is but truth’
which isthe same as God islife. And then | have said that truth
and love are forces of the same coin, and love is the means to
find truth which is the end.”

(Harijan, 5th Feb, 1938)

Gandhi said to Dr. Mott that his approach to life has been purely
religious. It isonly by the accidents of his country and time that he has
drifted into politics and economics. In this respect again he reminds us
of the rishis of old who left their forest hermitages and came out of
their self-imposed seclusion to offer a moral admonition to the erring
monarchs of their day. Whoever desires to understand Gandhi’s political
philosophy must approach it from the point of view of the political as
well as the cultural history of India. He well observe that India is
essentially Hindu India, that it was at one time subject to a number of
predatory chieftains and it was to escape from them that the country
surrendered itself to the British, who came at that time as rescuers of
the distressed. This will explain the genuine gratitude that was felt by
the people of Indiaeven fifty yearsago. Butif gratitude to the Britishis
not regarded quite as a virtue nowadays, it is because it is felt that the
past does not exhaust our obligations to life. We have our duties to the
future. Our object inlifeisimplied in the prayer to Mitrathat our lives
may be made heroic. The present generation, which was no party to
the follies of the past, looks at things dispassionately and observes that



The Essentials of Gandhism 113

it has only exchanged one kind of master for another - the parasitic for
the predatory. All that it desiresisto beleft toliveitsnormal lifein alife
of freedom, which is so obviously the natural condition of life that it
requires no arguing over, and not to be saddled with an eternal debt for
which it was no party. Perhaps the right attitude for an Englishman to
take with regard to Gandhi is the one that was taken by Montagu.
Speaking of ‘the renowned Gandhi’ he wrote to Lloyd George,

““He is a social reformer; he has a real desire to find grievances
and to cure them, not for any reasons of self-advertisement, but
to improve the conditions of his fellow men... He dresses like a
coolie, for-swearsall personal advancement, lives practically on
the air, and is a pure visionary. He does not understand details
of schemes; all he wants is that we should get India on our side.”

(E.S.Montagu,An Indian Diary, P.58.)

Gandhi’s objective is a new order where there is equality of
relationship as between India and England. What he desires is ‘a change
of heart’ on the part of the British, and he hopes to gain it by playing
Androclesto the British lion. Hisimportance asa political leader liesin
the fact that for the first time in the history of the world he has brought
to bear on politics the highest ethical outlook that man is capable of in
hisrelation to God. Explaining his political position he said to Captain
Strunk, a member of Hitler’s guard,

“What we mean by independence is that we will not live on the
sufferance of any people on earth, and that there is a big party in
India which will die in vindicating this position. But we will not die
killing, through we may be killed. If India gains her freedom by
clash of arms, it will indefinitely postpone the day of real freedom
for the world.”

(Harijan, 3rd July, 1937.)

He tells the British that if they hug their great possession it will
only lead them into the vicious circle of military preparedness, and that
in the long run they will themselves lose their own freedom. He points
out that it is to their own interest, quite as much as to the interest of
India that they should shed these great possessions. The preliminary
objection asto the apparent clash of interestsbeing laid aside, the question
resolves itself into one of means, and Gandhi desires that the means
shall be consistent with the end - the good life of al. He points out that
truth is an eternal principle, and an eternal principle can have no
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exceptions. They are not cloistered virtues but meant to be applied in
every walk of life. He observes,

“Politics without truth and non-violence are nothing. Truth
and non-violence are synonymous with God, and whatever we do
is nothing worth apart fromthem. Our little doingsand our little
systems will disappear, but truth and non-violence endure for
ever. Any power that | Possess, any influence that | wield is
derived from my fifty years’ devotion to truth and non-violence.”

(Harijan, st M ay, 1937.)

If asthe Upanishad sayseverything is pervaded by God, it follows
that there can be no enemy. “Verily a second person is a rival. He who
knows this has norival.” Italso follows that our enemy lies in ourselves,
and in our imperfect comprehension of ourselves. The true way of
conquering the enemy without is by conguering the enemy within us.
The Upanishad says again, “We suffer from ourselves. None else
compels.” Believing as he does in Advaita, in the essential unity of all
that lives, Gandhi gives usin his political philosophy the wholehearted
application of the Vedantic point of view, without any kind of mental
reservation. “There is one road to peace and that is truth” and if it is the
eternal way of life which all must travel, it matters little by what name
we call it. Gandhi insists upon the fact that politics without ethicsis a
snare and a fraud. He points out that progress is based on the moral
betterment of theindividual. Similarly in every Conflict the appeal should
be made to the moral nature of our enemy, who then ceases to be our
enemy, but becomes our friend and the ally of the good. The good that
we seek becomes our common good. In this way alone can we love
our enemies. The term *satyagraha’ or ‘the appeal to truth’ as used in
Gandhi’s political philosopy should be understood only in the light of
the twofold dictum, ‘God is Truth’, and ‘Truth is God.’

Similarly the term “swarajya’ or self-rule should be understood in
thelight of itsoriginal connotation of the autonomy of the moral self, as
in the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, where the mind is referred to as
the charioteer, and the senses as the horses which are yoked to the
body, the chariot. Dasarata is the man who controls his ten senses. In
Ravanathe ten senses pull in ten different ways. Heistherefore repre-
sented as having ten heads, and all that Ravana does is to attempt the
impossible by shaking mount Kailas. It was Tilak who gave a political
significance to the term ‘swaraj’.
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Gandhi’s insistence on purity of motives in politics is not based
on deep policy, or a desire to take authority at its weakest side, but on
his fundamentally spiritual and ethical attitude to life. In this respect
there is a close resemblance between the teachings of that immortal
poet, Shelley and of Gandhi. It is true that Shelley is an introvert, a
Dhyana - Yogi, and that his chief contribution lies in thought than in
action, whereas in Gandhi action and meditation keep even pace.
Gandhi’s vision of life is therefore more balanced and many sided. But
their approach to the problem of the political regeneration of man is
fundamentally identical. There are passages in the political writings of
Gandhi which are indistinguishable in thought and style from the writ-
ings of Shelley. Shelley writes in his Address to the people of Ire-
land,

“In no case employ violence. Liberty and happiness are
founded upon virtue and justice. If you destroy the one you
destroy the other. However ill others may act, this will be no
excuse for you if you follow their example. It ought rather to
warn you from following their example. It ought rather to warn
you from pursuing so bad a method. If you can descend to use
the same weapon as your enemy, you put yourself on a level with
him on this score. You must be convinced that he is on this
ground your superior. But appeal to the sacred principles of
virtue and justice, then he is awed into nothing.”

Gandhi similarly writes,

“Every nation and every individual has the right, and it is
their duty to rise against intolerable wrong. | do not believe in
armedrisings. They are a remedy wor se than the disease sought
to be cured. They are a token of the spirit of revenge, and impa-
tience and anger. The method of violence cannot do good in the
long run. We have a better method; unlike that of violence it
certainly involves the exercise of restraint and patience, but it
requires also resoluteness of will. This method isto refuse to be
party to the wrong.”

(Young India, 9th June, 1920.)

Gandhi and Shelly entirely agree with each other in their appeal to
non-violence, intheir intellectual resistanceto evil, intheir need for self-
purification and moral betterment before we can claim our heritage of
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freedom, and above all in the conviction that suffering for a good cause
advances it as no other method can. Gandhi goes further than Shelley
and points out that anger and jealousy betoken the spirit of the wild
beast in man, and that whoever harbours these anti-social impulsesis
unfit to be entrusted with his own freedom, much less with the free-
dom of others. Looking back on the writings of Shelley, we find in
Prometheusthetrueideal of a satyagrahi who gainshis moral and physical
liberation by appeal to satya and ahimsa. This resemblance between
Gandhi and the Prometheus of Shelley has struck a young Punjabi non-
co-operator who draws our attention to it in an article in Young India
asearly as 23rd February, 1921. Let uslisten to Gandhi as he expounds
his gospel of satya and ahimsain the truly Promethean fashion.

“The state evil is not the cause of, but the effect of social
evil. Just as the sea waves are the effect, not the cause of the
storm. The only way of curing the diseaseis by curing the cause
thereof. Let the people purify themselves. Let them cease to
indirectly participate in the evils of the state, and it will disap-
pear by itself.”

(Young India, 23rd Feb, 1921.)

In the course of his address to the Kathiawad Political Confer-
ence, where he gives us a clear exposition of his political philosophy,
Gandhi says that non-co-operation is not a negative gospel because its
terminology is negative. He pointsout that it isagospel of active ideal-
ism. It is consistent with a conception of swarg which is not to be
received as a gift, but to be earned as the reward of labour and of
suffering beyond measure. The shirker has no place in it. He also
points out that the non-violence that he preaches is not the passive
resistance of the coward, but the non-violence of the strong. Thistype
of non-violence is inconsistent with running away from the battle as
well as with harbouring hatred towards the enemy. AsR. B. Gregg has
pointed out, non-violence is a moral substitute for war. Suffering for a
good cause becomes the hero’s method of combating evil. It is the way
of the Lord. Gandhi further points out that the coward who escapes
from conflict does not escape pain. He is the victim of a double tribu-
lation. But he who accepts pain cheerfully for ajust cause becomesthe
victor over himself and others. ‘His very cheerfulness acts as an an-
aesthetic.” This close resemblance between Shelley’s point of view and
his own seemsto have struck Gandhi himself. In his conversation with
Dr. Mott, asreportedin Harijan of 24th December, 1938, Gandhi quotes
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thefollowing familiar linesfrom Shelley while explaining his philosophy
of action :-

“With folded arms and steady eyes,
And little fear and less surprise
Look upon them as they slay
Till their rage has died away.

Then they will return with shame
To the place from which they came,
And the blood thus shed will speak
In hot blushes on their cheek.”

As Gandhi’s appeal is essentially to the moral nature of man, he
believes that individual perfection must necessarily precede and condi-
tion every social advance. The satyagrahi believes in truth and non-
violence, as well as in the inherent goodness of man. By suffering for
agood cause he evokesthe corresponding mood in the opponent. Speak-
ing of the significance of satyagraha, Gandhi made the following state-
ment before the Hunter Committee :-

““Its root meaning is holding on to truth, hence truth-force. |
have also called it love force or soul force. In the application of
satyagraha | discovered in the earliest stage that the pursuit of
truth did not admit of violence being inflicted on one’s oppo-
nent, but that he must be weaned from error by patience and
sympathy... And patience means self-suffering. So the doctrine
came to mean vindication of truth not by infliction of suffering
on the opponent, but on one self.”

(Young India, 5th November, 1919.)

Thisisheroismin its subtlety. He characterises satyagraha else-
where as the science of surrender to love. “Love ever suffers, never
resents, never revenges itself.” The liberation that Gandhi desires for
our country is the Promethean liberation of Shelley. Europe may smile
at Shelley and call him avisionary and an ineffectual angel. To hopefor
the political regeneration of man by inviting on oneself all the might of
armaments that Vulcan can forge, or that Kratos and Bios can wield,
with no other defence except love and meek suffering, may appear to
the people of Europeto bean invitation to commit political suicide. Well
may Europe smile and say, ‘Sancta simplicitas’! But many of us in
the East with our longer and deeper knowledge of human nature believe
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that this miracle can be accomplished. If it has not yet been accom-
plished it is because we have been bound down by anumber of Lilliputian
considerations. In defence of himself Gandhi writes,

“l am not a visionary. | claim to be a practical idealist. The
religion of non-violence is not meant merely for rishisand saints.
It is meant for the common people as well. Non-violence is the
law of our species, asviolenceisthe law of the brute. The spirit
lies dormant in the brute, and he knows no law but that of physi-
cal might. The dignity of man requires obedienceto a higher law
- to the strength of the spirit.”

(Young India, 11th August, 1920.)

It may be urged that Shelley’s Prometheus is a god, and he has
only to play a waiting game with Zeus, but we who are creatures of an
hour, ‘we have our day and cease to be’ The ideal may succeed in a day
of judgment sense, but we may be mouldering in our graves long before
it has become an achieved reality. Better, it may be said, isan imperfect
good to be had now, than a perfect one ages hence. To raise such an
objection isto mistake the entire nature of the self. Isthe self merely an
aggregate of atoms, and a bundle of accepted impulses, or isit a func-
tional unity with asense of values, and capable of distinguishingwhat is
higher from what is lower among these values? The soul is but the
principle of integration which unites in us the cosmic and the divine.
Shelley’s Prometheus is a god only because he is “collective man’, ‘one
soul of many a soul’, bound together by love, as children are to their
parents. Our true self comes into play only when the narrow self has
ceased to obtrude on us, and when we have given up the inordinate love
of life at any cost. When life itself ceases to be the highest object of
desire, the results of action cease to be much less attractive. Gandhi
says that victory comes from the grace of God. As far as man is
concerned, ‘satisfaction lies in effort, not in victory. Full effort is full
victory’. We call Gandhi a Karmayogi, and we feel staggered at the
greatness of hisachievement. Yet heishimself indifferent to them. He
says,

“I do not know whether | am a karma yogi or any other yogi.
| know | cannot live without work. My God is myriad formed,
and while sometimes | see him in the spinning wheel, at other
times | see himin communal unity, then again in the removal of
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untouchability, and that is how | establish communion with Him
according as the spirit moves me.”

(Harijan, 8th May, 1937.)

Gandhi points out that our actions become beautiful only when
we give our whole livesto them. But action done with an eye to results
is like giving away with the right hand in order to steal with the left.
Without troubling ourselves about the fruit of action, let us repeat to
ourselves the words of Yajnavalkya to Maithreyi and say,

*“Lo,verily not for love of all is all dear,
But for love of the soul is all dear.”

If British politicians fail to understand the significance of Gandhi’s
political philosophy, or if Hindu orthodoxy fights shy of his social re-
formmovement, it is because vested interest, like Nelson at Copenhagen,
always appliesthe field glass to the blind eye. If the British understand
the international implications of Gandhi’s political philosophy better than
hisnational politics, it isbecause in the bigworld England isassmall as
Indiaisin relation to the empire. But the fundamental teaching in both
cases is the same. Gandhi writes,

“It is a tragedy that while we deplore force and all it means,
we will not dare bid good-bye to the beaten track, and return
again to where we began.”

(Harijan, 3rd December, 1938.)

If any one should say that we have in Gandhi’s teaching the
familiar psychology of oppressed peoples, the objection would be valid.
All trouble rises from the fact that the prosperous nations of the world
forget that at one time they were among the slave nations of the world,
and deny othersthat charity of which they were themselvesin need. All
trouble may be traced to the fact that nations, like individuals, forget in
the broad noon of prosperity the wisdom which the night of adversity
taught them. If the powerful nations of the world really want peace
they must put the sword and dagger out of their hearts , and as a pre-
liminary to it, they must shed their ‘great possessions’. But whether
they do so or not, the smaller nations of the earth should not become a
mixture of the pupil and victim, to be aggressively militant about their
rights and indifferent to the rights of others. Whether itisin national or
in international affairs, violence, like water, rushes where there is an
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outlet. But that is not the way to create a new order. Gandhi therefore
recommends to the oppressed people on earth, whether they be the
Jews, the Arabs, the Chinese, and the Czechs, or the Abyssinians that
they should be prepared to die for their cause and win the enemy by
non-violence. Hisapped is, in every case, as C.F. Andrews has pointed
out, to the divine persuasion of Plato. In support of Gandhi’s political
philosophy, Andrews quotes the following significant passage from
Whitehead’s Adventures of |deas:-

“Plato is justified in his saying ‘the creation of the world
(i.e. the cosmos) is the victory of persuasion over force. By ‘the
cosmos’ Plato means the world of civilised order. This ordered
world, he declares, is brought into existence by the ‘divine per-
suasion.” Violence makes for chaos; the “divine persuasion’ makes
for cosmos.”

(Harijan, 19th August, 1938.)

If it is possible to carry into politics a spiritual attitude to life, it
ought to be equally possible to carry it into economics. Aslong as our
ideals do not descend to actualities they remain merely as benevolent
clouds in the sky, and do not descend on the earth as beneficent rain.
The good life has to be implemented in the day to day task of living.
Gandhi points out that in the art of living, when pomp and pageantry
have become synonymous with vulgarity, there is an essential beauty
and art in simplicity. He desires that we should seek simplicity in life,
not as an end in itself, but for the sake of a higher purpose. Heis not
therefore interested in the philosophy of consumptionism, which im-
poses on mankind the curse of Tantalus. Gandhi writes,

“On the shores of a fresh water lake of plenty, humanity is
standing withered by thirst, for lack of a golden cup to drink out
of. Under the capitalistic regime we have been taught not to
approach the water without a golden cup in hand, and we have
accepted the situation as the only possible way of quenching our
thirst. The present system is designed to satisfy only what the
economist calls “the effective demand’ i.e., the man with the golden
cup, and not the natural demand, i.e., the man with the parched
throat.”

(Harijan, 24th July, 1937).
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Critical as heis of the old capitalistic order, Gandhi has a horror
of violence in every social change. When an Egyptian correspondent
asked him if the Congress was not veering towards Communism, he
replied,

Yif it does, and if it is net of Ehe
Russian model, | do not mind it. Por
what dogs Communism mean in Lthe last
analysis? It means a classless socicly -
an ideal that is workth skriving for. We
are all born eguval, bvt we have all Ethese
centvrigs resisted Lthe will of Cod. The
idea of ineguality, of hkhigh and low is an
evil, dut | do not beligve in eradicakting
evil from the human hears at the point of
the bawonegt. The human breast dogs noi
lend itself to Ethat means.”

(Harijan, 13th March, 1937.)

Gandhi’s socialistic outlook on life is based on his interpretation
of the first line of the Isa Upanishad. He points out in an article in
Harijan (20th February, 1937) that if everything belongsto God, i.e.
to the people, everything is common property. But the | savasyam also
says, “Covet not the wealth of another.” It therefore follows that equal-
ity should be attained only by liberating the sense of good will inlife, so
that the holders of property may realise that they are the trustees of God
- i.e. the people. He writes that neither the trusteeship theory in eco-
nomics, nor the theory of non-violencein politics have been tried as yet
on amass scale. They have been tried only in a few individual cases.
We have yet to try their worth on a mass scale before we can pro-
nounce judgment on them asinstruments of social good. He aso points
out that should an attempt to equalise property by violencefail, it recoils
onitsoriginators. But the attempt to establish equality by non-violence
will not recoil even if it should fail, because it has never generated ill-
will. Morality isnot acollectivevirtue. Itisanindividual virtue, which
overcomes a personal impediment before it can become a social force.
He therefore desires that the concepts of non-covetousness and purity
must start as personal virtues before they can become social forces.

Gandhi’s economics, like his politics, is based on his living faith
in God. He says, “It is only when we lose faith in God, and in the
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method of conversion that we have what is called ‘scientific social-
ism.”” Socialism as taught by Gandhi is nearer to the Sermon on the
Mount than to Karl Marx. He does not wish to gain economic equality
by violence, because it argues a materialistic philosophy of life, and
faith in a pluralistic universe governed by an imperfect and growing
God. But to Gandhi, God is our highest reality, and al else are naught.
When we choose the economics of our ethics, and not the ethics of our
economics, we will be guided not by competitive morality, but by dis-
tributive justice.

Gandhi complains that it is one of the superstitions about him
that he is opposed to machinery. He is opposed to the machine only
when it masters man. He is opposed to large scale production only
when Capital forgetsits ethical obligation to Labour. Hetherefore lays
downthat initsattitudeto Labour, Capital shall be guided by the follow-
ing basic considerations:-

1. The hours of labour must leave the work men some hours
of leisure.

2. They must get facilities for their own education.
3. Provision must be made for adequate supply of milk.
4. There should be sanitary dwellings for the workmen.

5. They should be in a position to save enough to maintain
themselves during their old age.”

(Navajivan, 8th June, 1921.)

If Capital has an ethical obligation to Labour, Labour hasin turn
its ethical obligation to life. Gandhi says to the working classes, “Mere
increase in wages should not satisfy you. You must also watch by what
means you get it, and how you spend it.” He points out that the labourer
who spends his increased earnings in the grog shop is falling out of the
frying pan into the fire. That is why he places prohibition as the first
object to be achieved in every scheme of labour reform.

If Gandhi insists upon the importance of cottage industries and if
the spinning wheel is dear to his heart, it is not because he has the curio
hunter’s love on museum specimens, but it is because he believes that
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cottage industries solve unemployment automatically, because they do
not allow one man to exploit another. Further they form a subsidiary
occupation to the agriculturist, who learns how to convert his waste
hours of enforced leisure into wealth. When the workman owns the
tools of productions, he is the master of himself, and no capitalist can
exploit him. Cottage industries thus provide a necessary counter - bal-
anceto undueindustrialisation and its attendant train of evils. He points
out that enforced idleness, whether it be that of the agriculturist or of
the factory labourer, is injurious to morale. Speaking of the cult of the
spinning wheel he writes,

“If I could get all my country’s wants by means of the labour
of 30,000 people instead of 30 million, | should not mind it,
provided that the thirty million are not rendered idle and unem-
ployed. | know that socialists would introduce industrialisation
to the extent of reducing working hours to one or two in a day,
but I do not want it.”

(Harijan, 3rd July, 1937.)

Gandhi’s economics is of a piece with the rest of his philosophy.
Heinsiststhat whatever be the social system that we evolve, the ethical
aspect of life must necessarily provide the self-corrective element in it,
for if we pin our faith to a particular type of institution, the moment
something significant is invented, our socia organisation becomes ob-
solete and chaotic. But no type of society can afford to ignore the
Upanishadic advice that we should have compassion on all men, that
we should be generous, and that we should learn self-control.

The immense significance of Daridra Narayana, of God as pov-
erty incarnate, the idea that whoever gives to the poor givesto the Lord,
provides in Gandhi’s scheme of economics a necessary self-corrective
element to social inequality, which within limits, seems to be necessary
as a spur to ambition and a stimulant to progress. He thus arrives at a
synthesis of opposites. He shows how ambition can be made to work
within an ethical social framework. His economicsis not the econom-
ics of poverty. He says,

“If by abundance you mean every one having plenty to eat
and drink and clothe himself with, enough to keep his mind
trained and educated, | should be satisfied. But | should not like
to pack more stuff in my belly than | can digest and more things
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than | can usefully use. But neither do | want poverty, penury,
misery, dirt, and dust in India.”

In his scheme of social regeneration it is not the wealth of things
that matters but the wealth of the mind. He therefore makes a passion
for service the highest aim of the individual. He observes, “God of
Himself seeks for His seat the heart of him who serves his fellowmen.”
He desires that in the simplicity of our external lives we shall break the
terriblewall of isolation which unequal wealth introduces, and by breaking
this isolation that binds us, we shall feel the joy of life that is born of
fellowship with all. This is not offering charity, but a seeking of the
unity of life. This unity is sought, in the words of Gandhi, ‘in continu-
ous and continuing social service,” for we can realise our swadharma
only within a framework of general dharma.

Gandhi’s insistence on Varnadharma is not a weak-kneed con-
cession to orthodoxy, but an essential aspect of his philosophy of life.
He writes,

*“Hinduism does not believe in caste. | would obliterate it at
once. But | believe in Varnadharma which is the law of life.
Varnadharma acts even as the law of gravitation. | cannot con-
ceal it or itsworking by trying to jump higher and higher day by
day till gravitation ceasesto work. That effort will be vain. So
is the effort to jump over one another. The law of Varna is the
antithesis if competition which kills.”

(Harijan, 6th March, 1937.)

He considers Varna as trade-guilds. He saysthat it isauniversa
law to which we conform with or without our knowledge, and if we
break it, we do so at our peril. It follows however that the separateness
of functions need not be based on heredity, nor do they imply any sense
of high or low. Plato found it necessary to have a class of guardians,
and we know that democracy itself can work well only by incorporat-
ing in it the principle of aristocracy - the rule of the best in character
and intellect. Our guardians shall be the servants of the people, the
leaders of thought, and the makers of laws. The fact that they shall
dedicate themselves to comparative and voluntary poverty shall inspire
the rest with confidence in their leadership. Those who wish to con-
cern themselves with the pursuit of wealth shall conform to the laws
that are made for the general good. Earning and spending shall be
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subject to ethical ends. In this way we shall build a stable society
which is organised for service and not for acquisition. The joy of
creation shall take the place of the lust for battle. “Yoga is skill in
action.” It gives us the Nirvana of cosmic consciousness.

According to Plato the function of the state is educational - that
of educating the guardians of society until each one becomes his own
guardian. Examined from this point of view, Gandhi’s scheme of basic
education satisfies the many tests that may be imposed on it. Its chief
characterigticis, as Sri Kishorelal Mashruwala has pointed out, that it is
education for peace. No one has exhausted the possible implications of
the Gandhian philosophy of life. Gandhi himself says that he is aware
of only asmall and insignificant portion of a great whole. Addressing
the members of the Gandhi Seva Sangh he said,

“I may tell you that I am constantly evolving, and the appli-
cation of my principles is ever widening.”

(Harijan, 1st May, 1937.)

In the writings and teachings of Gandhi the Promethean dawn of
Shelley becomes day. All that some can do is to contemplate the glory
of it, and offer to it adistant intellectual homage. Othersthere are, who
have dedicated their manas, buddhi and atma to realise in a life of
action the ideals of the Mahatma. Gandhi’s remark that all prophets are
of equal eminence, should instil modesty in any one who attempts the
impossible task of ranking the great luminaries and kings of thought.

We see in Gandhi one of the physicians which our iron age has
produced. He has brought to asick world the pure gold of idealism and
he hasmadeit potable. For the rest our salvation depends on ourselves.
Speaking of his mission he says,

“For me, the road to salvation lies through incessant toil in
the service of my country, and there through of humanity. | want
to identify myself with everything that lives. Thus in the lan-
guage of the Gita, | want to live at peace with both friend and
foe.”

(Young India, 3rd April, 1924.)

Gandhi is not the private property of Indiaany more than the sun
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in heaven is ours because he happens to shine on us. Such men as he,
rank among the guardians of humanity. He stands in the same class as
men like Plato and Goethe - the philosopher kings of the world. Gandhi
asthe voice of India speaks of the fundamental unity of humanity. The
seers of the Rig Veda said “Ekamsat vipra bahudah vadanti.” Gandhi
says “All are one though we seem many.” If in the dawn of our Indian
Renaissance we turn either to Plato or to Shelley or to any other Euro-
pean writer for light, it is not because we accept at its face value the
need for the white man’s burden - that of civilising the backward races
of the world. If we are by ourselves incapable of perceiving truth we
cannot be saved against our will. This does not mean that we claim
omniscience either. Thetruthis, we have al to learn from each other in
alarge hearted charity for life, and hold together in joy and in sorrow.

Let us in conclusion salute al the major prophets of humanity,
and associate with them the name of Gandhi. Heisthe voice of India
He shows to us how we can make our lives noble by following the flag
of truth, peace and non-violence which alone shall triumph in the end.

Om Santhi ! Santhi ! Santhi !
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